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The cover of this issue comes from our lead article , ''Documentary Film 
as History: Re-Creating Jedediah Strong Smith on Celluloid," in which 
author Patrick McCarthy examines the Smith legacy as dealt with in books 
and articles as well as films. From one of the many screen portrayals 
of Smith we reproduce here actor Richard Clark in his role as. Smi.th 
from the Ten Who Dared: Jedediah Smith, a multi-program sertes dts-
tributed by Time/Life Video and BBC. 
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From the Editor's Desk 
It is common knowledge in the publishing world that readers appreciate having the opportunity 
to express and share opinions in response to material which has appeared. In short, readers enjoy 
knowing that they are taken seriously by authors, editors and publishers. It was with this fact in 
mind that THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN recently initiated a ''Letters to the Editor'' feature. Such 
a feature, of course, functions within a specific framework through which readers act in direct response 
to material which the journal has published and about which they wish to raise questions or make 
comments. But sometimes such a policy does not sufficiently meet readers' needs and interests. 
Readers may sometimes wish to raise other matters that transcend the stipulated policy. According-
ly, and building on that readership's serious interest in matters of historical significance, the Editor 
now invites readers to send to THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN any documentary "finds" over which 
they occasionally stumble. If, for example, a nineteenth-century family letter is found, a newspaper 
clipping of some historical interest turns up , or some other archival-worthy brief item comes to 
light, that primary source may be appropriate for our readers. The Editor will be pleased to con-
sider publishing an occasional ''Notes and Documents'' section of such items. Material of this sort 
can have a great deal of inherent interest and yet such items are often overlooked as curiosities. 
We encounter an item behind a drawer or in an attic, we hesitate as to whether or not to discard 
it or to preserve it, and usually we leave it where we found it only to rediscover it again later. So, 
readers should consider this an invitation to submit "finds" to our office. The Editor will be the 
final judge as to whether the item can be published. 
The Editor wishes to call readers' attention to the start of a serial publication in this issue. Ellsworth 
Pence, the compiler of "French Place Names in California," broached the idea of publishing this 
reference work with us as a monograph under the auspices of the Holt-Atherton Center for Western 
Studies. The Editor reflected on the matter and decided that as a service to our readers THE PACIFIC 
HISTORIAN would publish this useful material within the confines of the journal itself. We hope 
readers find it to be as useful as we think they will as they travel around the state of California 
and encounter some of the names cited here. 
Letters to the Editor 
Dear Editor: 
In the summer 1986 issue on page 93 you refer to Abingdon-Cokesbury being the publisher of 
Jason Lee: Prophet of the New Oregon. We should appreciate notice that the book was, in fact, 
published by Academy Books, Rutland, VT. 
E. Farley Sharp 
Publisher 
The Editor is happy to make this correction. Also the Editor wishes to note and apologize for 
an omission in the Winter, 1986, issue. On p. 64, the review ofThe Magnificent Experiment: Building 
the Salt River Reclamation Project, 1890-1917 inexplicably omits the author's name. The book is 
by Karen L. Smith, and we apologize to both the author and our readers. 
In the last issue we published a letter from Mr. John Sporleder regarding an error which he notic-
ed in a review by Richard Bartlett of Gerald Nash's book The American West Transformed [Spring, 
1986]. Dr. Bartlett wishes to "apologize for an honest error. " 
DOCUMENTARY FILM 
AS HISTORY 
Re-Creating Mountain Man 
Jedediah Strong Smith 
on Celluloid 
Patrick McCarthy 
S tudents of the American West know of the exploits of mountain man Jedediah Strong · Smith. Through an outpouring of publica-
tions about him over the years, fur trade histor-
ians have retraced his life. 1 Such notoriety has 
given Smith the reputation of being ''the greatest 
of the mountain men . " 2 Indeed , scholars track-
ing his footprints have done their job so well that 
they have turned a fresh, if elusive, trail into a 
well-beaten path . 
Although discovering new and significant facts 
about Jedediah Smith may become an increas-
ingly difficult task for historians, his legacy ex-
tends beyond that of a historical entity dealt with 
in books and articles. Specifically, he has been 
re-created in the visual media in five documen-
tary films released between 1964 and 1980.3 
Actor Richard Clark in his role as Jedediah 
Strong Smith, from one of the five documentary 
films which recreated the life of the famous 
mountain man. This publicity photograph is from 
the Ten Who Dared : Jedediah Smith, a multi-
program series distributed by Time/Life Video 
and the BBC. 
These depictions of Smith consume more screen 
time than any other portrayals of a single moun-
tain man . However, in spite of J edediah Smith's 
extensive characterization on-screen, no study 
comparing hi s depiction in documentary film to 
his p0rtrayal in historical literature exists. Fur-
thermore, no survey comparing "mountain man 
documentaries" to written history exists. 
Therefore, an effort can be made to concep-
tualize what qualities in a documentary film 
might make it an acceptable adjunct to written 
history. Previously , any notion of documentary 
film as a secondary source has been given little 
or no serious consideration by either historians 
or film scholars. A primary reason is that his-
torians have discounted any possibility that mo-
tion pictures could compete with print in re-
creating history . 4 Despite this belief, however, 
the general public seems to view historical docu-
mentary films as truthful or accurate represen-
tations of fact because some of these motion pic-
tures are produced for classroom use while others 
are advertised and aired as historical programs 
on television . Consequently, such documentaries 
are not considered "entertainment," as are 
Hollywood features. 
While notions of how history is portrayed in 
documentary film differ between academicians 
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and others , one point is certain: no one right way 
to portray historical events and personalities, in-
cluding the mountain man, exists either in film 
or in the print media. This suggests a series of 
questions: Has the mountain man been depicted 
in a credible and believable fashion in the docu-
mentary? Can documentary films serve as an ac-
curate record of prior events in the West? If not, 
what historical insights can the documentary fur-
nish? These issues will be examined using his-
torical methods, the historical figure of the 
mountain man, and a cluster of historical films 
called "mountain man documentaries." The 
specific focus will be on mountain man Jedediah 
Smith and his enduring travels. 
Overall, twenty mountain man documentaries 
have been produced over the course of thirty-
five years with five about Jedediah Smith. He 
is portrayed in two styles of documentaries: three 
authoritarian documentaries and two dramatic 
narratives. 5 The dramatic narratives are both 
titled Jedediah Smith , with the only difference 
that one version is twenty minutes longer than 
the other. These two films will be analyzed as 
one narrative since both tell the same story. 6 
Moreover, this discussion centers around the film 
Jedediah Smith, because all three authoritarian 
documentaries focus on him for a total of three-
and-a-half minutes . These five documentaries, 
then, constitute a "sub-genre" of motion pictures 
within a larger classification of films known as 
"mountain man documentaries." 
The historical methods which anchor this essay 
involve concepts, such as internal and external 
criticism, as well as components of "history as 
explanation," which are used to compare Jede-
diah Smith's depiction in film versus history. 
Elements considered under internal criticism in-
clude bias, central thesis, and author's intent. 
Items comprising external criticism are stereo-
types, opposing viewpoints, and an author's 
ability to deal with a subject's complexity . Add-
ing to this list of historical methods are com-
ponents of "history as explanation," such as 
Dr. McCarthy teaches film/television criticism and 
production at Indiana State University. His general 
research interests pertain to documentary film and how 
the mountain man is portrayed in American culture. 
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causation, motivation, contingency, and period-
ization. By using these methods Smith's image, 
roles, and accomplishments can be compared in 
film versus history, and such find,ings can be 
placed in the context of documentary film as 
written history. 
The historical work chosen as a standard by 
which to compare documentary film with writ-
ten history is Dale Morgan's book, Jedediah 
Smith and the Opening of the West .7 This well-
received publication contains maximum factual 
content regarding Jedediah Smith's life, which 
could be included in any biographical explora-
tion whether in print or film . Morgan labels 
Smith: "Explorer, fur trader , fighting man-
he was all of these; and as a symbol of the na-
tion which launched him in the track of the sun 
8 ' a great deal more." 
The heroic stature of Smith shines the brightest 
when he is faced with extreme adversity. For ex-
ample, Smith's decision to leave a beleaguered 
caravan traveling the Santa Fe Trail in 1831 and 
ride off alone in search of water appears to be 
a noble act. However, a band of Comanches ly-
ing in wait surprise Smith at a waterhole and kill 
him. Seeking water by himself in Comanche 
country may have been a foolish undertaking for 
Smith, but Morgan and his documentary counter-
parts maximize Smith's intrepid nature and min-
imize his mistakes in describing this final episode 
as well as other incidents in his life. Thus, 
authors of print and film versions of Jedediah 
Smith may stand accused of one form of bias: 
hero worship. As Morgan says, Smith was "an 
authentic American hero. " 9 Neither film nor 
book dents this image. 
Highlighting Smith and his adventurous deeds 
reveals that the unit of analysis - the chief sub· 
ject of study - is linked with an author's intent 
and also the extent to which any topic is devel· 
oped. For instance, Jedediah Smith is considered 
such an outstanding figure in documentary ftlm 
that he occupies ' 'great man '' status as the ma· 
jor causal force determining historical events. 
Consequently, he is portrayed as the ' 
mover" behind the "South West 
which is the central topic in documentary 
tent about him. True, this mountain man was 
expedition ' s leader, but what prompted 
pursue the role in reality was traceable to a 
ty of influences. Morgan understands the 
causes and singles out fu r trade 
William H. Ashley, the unknown geography of 
the Great Basin, and Smith's own predispositions 
as contributory factors, while at the same time 
revealing his intent. Morgan, therefore, focuses 
on Smith as a primary figure in the western fur 
trade and he thus devotes only one chapter in his 
book to the " South West Expedition. " 10 
Still, Jedediah Smith emerges as an explorer 
who saw "more of the West than any man of 
his time,'' according to Morgan; yet exploration 
was "incidental to the pursuit of business." 11 
Recognizing Jedediah Smith's dual interests en-
ables Morgan to develop his central thesis: Smith 
was a major force in the fur trade of the Far 
West. "Money and a chance to roam" also pro-
pelled Smith, asserts the narrator in the film, 
Jedediah Smith, but this documentary focuses 
solely on him as a hardy explorer-adventurer 
through its re-creation of the "South West Ex-
pedition." Narration in The Westward Move-
ment, which claims that Smith was "perhaps the 
greatest trailblazer of all,'' represents the attitude 
of authoritarian documentaries . Therefore, the 
combined central thesis of films about Jedediah 
Smith suggests that he was a free-roaming 
wanderer and early-day soldier of fortune . While 
this is a simplistic view of Smith's exploratory 
pursuits, Morgan explains that his "years in the 
West are a sustained almost unrelieved chroni-
cle of physical endurance, unflagging courage 
and granite purpose .. . . " 12 Thus, Morgan em-
phasizes Smith's indomitable spirit, but ties him 
to broader issues (as examples, exploration of 
the trans-Mississippi West and the rise of the 
western fur trade). 
Examining elements such as unit of analysis, 
author' s intent, and central thesis underscores a 
critical difference between writing for film and 
writing history. This distinction lies in the scope 
and depth of analysis that Morgan provides in 
contrast to the content of documentary film. 
Length surely helps determine how much in-
. -~'''"'"'. ''" can be included in a book or film. 
.•nureover, both have been refined and edited to 
the historian or documentarist. As condensed 
: ·-v·~"""'. v' , films about Jedediah Smith ad-
specific parts of his life, such as the "South 
Expedition.'' Picking this journey for a 
was a good choice by documentarists be-
several of Smith's long-standing achieve-
. fell within this experience (for example, 
tw1ce crossed the Great Basin and traversed 
the Sierra Nevada). Hence, comparing the 
amount of content between film and book may 
be less important than discussing how the reader 
or viewer consumes that content. 
Of importance, then, are the differences be-
tween reading Morgan's book versus watching 
a mountain man documentary. If one is interested 
in the physiography of the great Southwest, the 
interplay of light and shadow on sections of the 
landscape, and the juxtaposition of individual and 
terrain, the film, Jedediah Smith, permits the 
viewer to fill in these features while following 
the story line. While Morgan's book creates 
many images, the spoken word (in contrast to 
the written word) and dramatic re-creation help 
draw the viewer into Smith's filmic universe. 
Simultaneously, the documentary establishes a 
sense of being "at the scene," and this experi-
ence may elicit a more emotional response than 
Morgan's book is capable of creating. Further-
more, narration and dialogue in the film, Jede-
diah Smith, have a conversational quality while 
missing are the punctual, fact-filled offerings of 
either Morgan 's book or an omnipresent narrator 
in an authoritarian documentary. 13 
At the same time, dramatic re-creation in 
Jedediah Smith provides a personal, if not im-
pressionistic, glimpse of Smith beyond what 
Morgan's book can represent. For example, the 
film was apparently shot in the desert Southwest 
on locations similar to those Smith encountered 
in his grueling travels. The perspiration on the 
face of the actor (Richard Clark) who portrays 
Smith appears real and one can sense the heat 
from the October sun that tormented a man who 
lacked water for three days. In real life Smith 
survived this episode with the aid of horses, 
many of whom succumbed to the blistering heat. 
In the documentary, a graphic scene portrays a 
horse collapsing under the wear of travel. After 
attempts by Smith's men to revive it, Jedediah 
Smith dismounts his own horse, pulls a pistol 
from his belt, and shoots the animal. His men 
then begin to butcher it for food. Smith's voice-
over says, "It is always the most unpleasant of 
duties to dispatch an animal which has shown 
such willingness to follow him.'' Although 
Morgan's descriptions of these same activities 
are scholarly and precise, the images he creates 
do not rival the immediacy and sense of drama 
the film provides in re-creating Smith's trials in 
the flats and bare hills of the Sonoran Desert. 
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nother principle of historical. method~, A external criticism, "authenticates evl-dense and establishes texts as accur~tely 
'bl , 14 Among the items potentially 
as poss1 e. , . · f 
damaging to a text is the auth~r s mcl~.swn o 
stereotypes. By classify ing Smith .as a Young 
Man of Enterprise,, Morgan relies on .one of 
several stereotypes often used to descnbe the 
historical mountain man.ls Smith~s role ~s a 
potential capitalist also surfaces m the ftlm , 
Jedediah Smith, as he is designated "the great~st 
trapper of all time.', But despite this label, Smtth 
is not portrayed as concerned with "set~lement, 
security, stability, and enterprise,, which we.re 
important to the J acksonia~ Ma~ .or me.rcantlle 
capitalist of Smith's day. Pollttcs .astde, t~e 
Jacksonian Man of the 1830s accordmg to hts-
torian Richard Hofstadter, ''was an expectant 
capitalist, a hardworkin~ ambitio~s . person ~~~ 
whom enterprise was a kind of rehgl?n· .... 
The stereotype of the would-be capttallst plays 
such a minimum part in historical documentary 
films that one wonders whether this ste:eo~ype 
was known to documentarists when thel~ films 
were produced. Among historians, this role 
achieved increased significance as the result of 
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Courtesy of the author 
Still photo from the twenty-minute mountain man 
documentary, The Voyagers, released rn 1964 
by the National Film Board of Canada. 
an article on the Jacksonian Man published in 
1963 .18 Yet, in comparing the release dates of 
films about Jedediah Smith to the tlffie when the 
essay appeared, the makers of The Legacy of the 
M ntal·n Men (1980) were as little concerned ou · · italist 
about the mountain man as an expectant cap . 
. h f' t ade their 
as those documentansts w o II'S m 
fiil . 1964 1975 and 1976. Consequently, one ms m , k pay 
questions whether documen.tary filmma ei~ his-
much attention to perspectives outlined 
torical literature. . d 
In reality Smith left the relatiVe ~a~ety :~d 
comfort of the Midwest to make a ll~~~~:ne in 
Morgan's book portrays~ man ~1or~~ississippi 
the less refined and confmed t1 ans h. as a 
· M v1ews Jill West. Accordmgly, organ . ot e- by 
romantic wayfarer - anothe~· stet~· _Y~arch for 
the manner in which he chromcles ISs d docU· 
, , 19 On the other han ' 
"hairy bank notes. 'th's restless 
mentary filmmakers exaggerate Snu 
nature beyond realistic proportions by combin-
ing qualities found in two stereotypes referred 
to in historical literature as the daring and 
degraded soul, on the one hand, and the roman-
tic hero on the other. 20 Subsequently, the cellu-
loid Smith becomes a symbol of anarchic free-
dom because he goes wherever he wants , with 
whomever he chooses, and whenever he desires. 
This unbound freedom is amplified by the nar-
rator in The Mountain Men : ''Life in the moun-
tains required tough, hardy men, men as wild 
and free as the country in which they lived." 
Smith in real life enjoyed considerable autonomy 
as a fur man because he was a "booshway" -
an Indian coloration of bourgeois - the term 
describing heads of trapping parties. He was also 
a onetime partner in the fur trade firm of Smith , 
Jackson, and William Sublette; however, film-
makers omit the fact of the partnership while por-
traying Smith as a romantic with unrivaled 
mobility and a wilderness wanderer with few ties 
to civilization. 
Two reasons why documentarists limit subject 
matter are meager film budgets and the conven-
tional lengths of documentary films, which are 
considerably shorter than Hollywood movies . 
Thus, to provide for opposing viewpoints in a 
documentary script, filmmakers would have to 
expand content, which would, in turn, increase 
the episodic nature of these films . In comparison, 
Morgan is able to consider opposing viewpoints, 
insofar as they help unscramble a tangled pic-
ture of events. For example, throughout his book 
Morgan generally discounts mountain man James 
Beckwourth's recollections about what transpired 
during Smith's stay in the West. Morgan believes 
that Beckwourth was, indeed, a "gaudy liar," 
a label that Beckwourth earned rather easily by 
telling tall tales about the mountain man. 
Whereas Morgan assigned the space to consider 
Beckwourth's views, documentarists must con-
solidate viewpoints and incorporate only the most 
essential information (using narration and dia-
logue) into a film. 
Omissions may reflect on the credibility of an 
author. The sources that Morgan consulted are 
listed in footnotes and an accompanying bibli-
ography . However, documentarists do not di-
vulge which sources were used in creating im-
ages of the mountain man except for credits at 
the open and close of these films. In watching 
narrative, Jedediah Smith, one has little time 
to mull over whether sources consulted in mak-
ing this motion picture are authentic and reliable. 
In fact, excerpts or paraphrases from Smith's 
own writings are used in the film; but most 
viewers do not care about activities which took 
place behind-the-scenes. Their only concern is 
with the story passing in front of their eyes. 
Therefore, the answer to the question as to how 
one footnotes a film is simply one does not. 
Despite the absence of documentation, for a 
documentarist to treat the full details of any his-
torical situation, which the historian must face 
in handling the same or similar matter, is dif-
ficult. The task becomes fully apparent when ex-
amining Smith's range of historical activities as 
portrayed in these filmic narratives . Morgan 
elucidates Jedediah Smith's exploratory 
accomplishments: 
During his eight years in the West , 
Jedediah Smith made the effective dis-
covery of South Pass; he was the first 
man to reach California from the 
American frontier, the first to cross the 
Sierra Nevada , the first to travel the 
length and width of the Great Basin, the 
first to reach Oregon by a journey up 
the California coast. 21 
Smith is ostensibly an explorer in docu-mentaries . The geographic areas he visited are noted, but the results of his exploratory 
ventures go largely overlooked. Authoritarian 
documentaries do not mention his maps, the fact 
that he helped pave the way for American ex-
pansion through his travels, or that he was a 
vanguard of settlement. Even the narrative, 
Jedediah Smith, fails to point out that Smith 
helped discount the notion that the ''Rio Buena-
ventura'' or mythical ''river of the West'' flowed 
out of the Great Salt Lake. In contrast, the film 
The Westward Movement, inflates Smith's route-
finding capabilities by saying he ''found the 
South Pass over the Rockies." As Morgan says, 
Smith effectively "rediscovered" South Pass in 
1824 after the Overland Astorians went through 
the Pass in 1812. 22 By failing to place Smith's 
exploratory accomplishments in perspective, 
documentarists cast him as an adventurer who 
visited distant regions of the West with little 
design in mind. Thus, flawed notions of Smith 
as a romantic have more to do with how docu-
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mentarists recount history than with any inherent 
limitations of the documentary medium itself. 
On a broader level, this consideration of 
elements of internal and external criticism has 
revealed that filmmakers have failed to select 
content properly. Biases show through as they 
place Smith atop a pedestal by concentrating on 
his feats of endurance and adventurous lifestyle. 
Jedediah Smith, the man, gets lost amidst super-
latives which describe him as an unsurpassed 
explorer-outdoorsman and a staunch individ-
ualist. Moreover, the prevalent stereotype which 
emerges from this presentation of Smith is that 
he is a romantic hero. This image is solidified 
when opposing viewpoints are not properly sur-
veyed, and when ideas, which might counter 
filmmaker's preconceived notions about Smith, 
are excluded from consideration. In addition, 
reducing Smith's image to a popular stereotype 
is made easier by documentarists who fail to ac-
count for a subject's complexity. As a result, 
Jedediah Smith is not portrayed as a multi-
dimensional character in film; instead, he is 
characterized in terms which easily support the 
romantic hero. 
Certain traits, therefore, become readily iden-
tifiable as constituting Smith's on-screen per-
sonality. Such qualities are individuality and 
freedom, which are maximized as part of Smith's 
makeup. These same two qualities are emphasiz-
ed to such an extreme degree as to suggest they 
overwhelm Jedediah Smith, the person, in im-
portance. The ranking aim of the filmmaker, 
then , is not focusing on Smith, but presenting 
him as an inveterate wanderer whose route-
finding skills lead to exploratory accomplish-
ments. Thus, filmmakers restrict content about 
him to the part he played in the ''South West Ex-
pedition." It seems as if documentarists first 
identified concepts, such as individuality and 
freedom, and then singled out a character like 
Smith as the epitome of these traits . This mode 
of thinking is not unlike the mental process iden-
tified as "reification" : the "apprehension of 
human phenomena as if they were things, that 
is , in non-human or possibly supra-human 
terms. " 23 Consequently , products of human ac-
tivity are understood as if they "were something 
else than human products - such as facts of 
nature .... " 24 Thus, for example, his explor-
atory feats are not seen as an outgrowth of Smith 
himself. Instead, he has been reified; Jedediah 
10 THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN 
Smith does not exist as a flesh and blood char·· 
acter in documentary films, but as an embodi-
ment of democratic ideals. 
While the application of internal and external 
criticism indicates that Smith ' s image has been 
reshaped by documentarists, elements of "his-
tory as explanation" reveal how far his historical 
profile has been distorted in film. Along these 
lines, one primary task of the historian is to 
discern "why events come about. " 25 For exam-
ple, as stated previously, Morgan sets the stage 
for the "South West Expedition" but the film-
maker producing Jedediah Smith becomes so 
concerned with re-creating the expedition's 
travels that reasons behind these activities are not 
explored. 
Specifically, the documentary is an uneven 
chronicle of the "South West Expedition" 
because it devotes an inordinate amount of time 
to the episode at Father Sanchez's mission in 
California, where Smith's party stays to recup-
erate after crossing the Great Basin. Ironically, 
this sequence becomes a strong point in the film's 
behalf because it offers an expanded portrait of 
life at the mission. On the other hand, little 
screen time is given to Jedediah Smith 's cross-
ing of the Sierra Nevada and his exhausting 
return trip across the arid reaches of northern 
Nevada and Utah to the Bear Lake rendezvous. 
The documentarist could have re-created just the 
1826-27 semi-circular trip that Smith made when 
he twice negotiated the Great Basin, or concen-
trated exclusively on the first leg of his journey 
from Utah to California. Either choice would 
have allowed narrator Anthony Quinn to men-
tion causation fully. 
Individually speaking, what helped to propel 
Smith in life was his religious nature according 
to the film, Jedediah Smith. Yet, this narrative 
offers little insight into why this mountain man 
performs his extraordinary physical feats. 
Morgan attributes Smith's personal direction to 
religion and business impulses. Thus, the dif-
ference between film and book is that Morgan 
makes a clear case for many of Smith's actions, 
whereas none of the five films do. However, this 
disparity does not mean that motivation cannot 
be clearly drawn in a documentary film; rather, 
these filmmakers simply have chosen not to do 
so; 'The luck of the draw" or those events which 
seem to have an "accidental characte('26 have 
----------------------.... 
Photograph of the only stage production b t . 
by playwrite Dale Wasserman. a ou mountam men, entitled Shakespeare and the Indians 
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also escaped the attention of documentarists. To 
elaborate, an element of chance governed 
Smith ' s "last stand" with the Comanches at the 
waterhole. Morgan declares that the Indians were 
waiting for an unsuspecting wayfarer, and con-
verged on Smith at the opportune moment . Had 
he not gone in search of water, he might have 
missed the war party, or, had he been able to 
communicate with the Indians, perhaps they 
would have spared his life. The fact remains 
that the skirmish took place, the outcome is 
known, and Morgan explains why both the In-
dians and Jedediah Smith appeared at the same 
place and at the same time. On the other hand, 
the film, Jedediah Smith, explains nothing and 
portrays the encounter as a random occurrence. 
In fact, the celluloid Smith has full sight of the 
war party and allows it to approach from his rear. 
He becomes quickly surrounded by Indians, and 
after several moments he is dispatched with 
lances. If taking risks subjected Jedediah Smith 
to events of an accidental nature, then Morgan 
also suggests Smith no less than anyone else was 
a victim of chance. Morgan says of his solitary 
search for water: "many times in the West he 
had, in the Indian phrase, thrown his life away 
when the safety or need of his men required, and 
now he threw it away forever . ' ' 27 
The period of time covered in the docu-mentary, Jedediah Smith, loosely spans 1826-1831. This film's periodization is 
haphazard because a consistent tracing of his ac-
tivities over a five-year interval is never devel-
oped. To illustrate, one-half of both versions of 
the film deal with Smith's initial trek across the 
Southwest deserts to California. Had the docu-
mentarist put less emphasis on this journey, the 
hero's far-ranging experiences in real life over 
the next four years could have been described. 
However, re-enactment of any episode from his 
life could easily consume thirty minutes of screen 
time, or an hour-length film. Restricting peri-
odization to brief time increments, then, may be 
a key to accommodating mention of causation, 
motivation, and contingency in the mountain man 
documentary. 
Applying historical methods to the mountain 
man documentary and to Morgan's book, Jede-
diah Smith and the Opening of the West, initial-
ly shows that documentarists are more interested 
in making "giants" of fur men like J edediah 
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Smith than exammmg their contributions or 
describing issues related to the fur trade. Cor-
respondingly, this cinematic trapper is seen as 
a romantic hero as well as a figure who personi-
fies popular beliefs , such as natural rights and 
limited governmental intervention into one 's af-
fairs. Yet, if the filmic mountain man is a "great 
man" as was discussed above, he is "great" 
through his association with the wilderness. 
That the celluloid Smith is shaped by his af-
filiation with the environment is fairly evident. 
He has ultimate freedom in the wilds because no 
one tells him what to do, where to go, or how 
to conduct any aspect of his life. However, his 
ties with the environment can hardly be called 
geographic determinism in the manner articu-
lated by Frederick Jackson Turner. In his famous 
address at the World's Fair in 1893, Turner 
claimed, "The frontier is the line of most rapid 
and effective Americanization. The wilderness 
masters the Colonist. " 28 Turner would have 
agreed with any documentarist who claims the 
mountain man's interaction with "free land" 
produces distinct personal traits. Yet, the filmic 
mountain man is not the opportunist imagined 
by Turner nor does the celluloid Smith espouse 
to climbing any social ladder. The outcome of 
man's meeting the environment, therefore, is an 
exact reversal from what Turner envisioned; 
wilderness in the mountain man documentary not 
only fails to spur the mountain man's socializa-
tion on the frontier, but influences him so much 
that he severs most all connections with socie-
ty. This kind of environmental determinism has 
a Rousseauian flavor and the ring of romantic 
historiography; thus any historiographical 
threads appearing in these films are fragmented 
in comparison to those themes occurring in 
historical literature. 
Documentarists have also been poor 
"authors" of history because they have fai led 
to develop their films as biographies. The intent 
of biography - to focus on the lives of signifi-
cant humans - is met by a dramatic narrative, 
such as Jedediah Smith; however, authoritarian 
documentaries provide so little biographical 
treatment about Smith as to suggest these films 
supply only visual vignettes of him. More im-
portantly, none of the documen~aries develop 
Smith's role in the fur trade; as a result , film-
makers isolate him from the greater context of 
historical events and situations. 
. Documentarists, then, have not fully con-
sidered a central question posed by film d . 
Adrian M 1 , , pro ucer 
. a one : How does one portray indi-VIdua~ character and personality' as well as 
establish the relationship of the . d" .d 1 
h. . m IV! ua to Istoncal events or forces?"29 F " f 
. · 1rst o all, the 
documenta_nst need not strictly adhere to stan-
dards of historical scholarship to make a suc-
cessful documentary film Fu th 
· r ermore one 
?:ust :emember that the filmmaker is at ~n in-
Iti_al disadvantage in trying to portray the moun-
ta~n man because no film footage and no livin ~Itnesses ~o his nineteenth-century lifestyle ex~ 
Ist. Yet, histo_rical_ photographs and the written 
sources the histonan uses exist, and the film-
maker can rely ?n these materials to help develop 
an _accurate scnpt. Accordingly' the documen-
tanst_ mar want to include some dramatic re-
' creatwn m a script because the mountain man 
led an outdoo: life and to depict him otherwise 
":ould be ~o distort his historical image. Narra-
~Ion or VOice-over, carefully written and histor-
Ica~ly accurate, should also be included to ex-
plalm the mountain man's relationship to histor-
Ica patterns. Thus, incorporating both re-
creatwn and narration appears to resolve what 
J_ohn ~chott has termed ''the problematic rela-
tiOnship between regresentation (or depiction)-
~nd explanation.'' In short the former could 
want to understand or clarify the issue 32 Th. 
endeavor necessitates a written form of in ui/s 
based on research and analysis. On the ~the~ 
?and.' filmmak~rs are not concerned with formal 
mqwry, but With the ''presentational,' - con-
cepts offe~ed through visual imagery with the aid 
of aesthetic techniques . Thus d"ffi 
t f ' I erences be-wee~ Ilm~aker and historian are rooted in 
perceived aims or goals and th "1 b 1 ,, e anguage or 
voca u ary each uses - prose or film. 
1. I? s~m, the strong points of documentary film 
Ie m t e fi!mmaker's ability to portray historical char~cters m .a realistic setting. Subsequently, the 
me~mm can m~olve viewers in a historical hap-
~enmg by en~blmg them to identify with familiar 
figures and Important events That d t · · acumen-
. ansts rely on the dramatic in re-creating the past 
Is a _necessary and acceptable part of the film-
~aking process. At the same time, documentary 
filmmakers focus on relating only the highlight 
from the_ mountain man's life, leaving much t~ 
be explam~d about Jedediah Smith -the man 
~he mou_ntai~ man, the historical figure. Accord~ 
mgly' histonans should understand the strengths 
and weaknesses of the documentary mode and 
~e prepared t? deal with perspectives missing 
ro~ m?untam man films when using the 
medmm m the class . 
. room or as a socw-cultural 
e sh?wn thro~gh dramatic re-enactment; the lat-
ter vw narratwn or voice-over . This dual ap-
p:oach does not necessarily restrict aural and 
~~sua! com~o~ents. of film to mutually exclusive 
les m depictmg history; it is suggested that each 
comk ponent may be better suited for a particular 
tas than the other. 
Film scholar Robert Sklar writes 
' 
. : . f?r the filmmaker to make a con-
tnbutwn to knowing the past, the film-
ma~er. must become an historian _ 
which IS possible - or must be able to 
use the insights and methods and per-
spect'jfS of the historian in his or her 
work. 
artifact for study. 
Still, most historians and film scholars would 
probably ~r~ue that seeing a mountain man made 
of cellulOid IS better than not seeing a mountain 
man at al!. ~ut perhaps only a series of films 
would do JUStice to the real mountain man as op-
~osed ~o fil~akers trying to capture his life and 
times '? a smgle film. At any rate, filmmakers 
producmg the mountain man documentary in the 
future would do well to adopt an . .t . 1 Iniia com-
mandment: ''Thou shalt make the mountain man 
;.lear~y' ?ocumentarists have not undertaken the 
~~~ana~ s role or responsibilities in making 
ntam man documentaries because each a 
proaches his or her work differently Furthe~-
t~ore, . each_ has different motives and expecta~ Ions m nund H. . 
. . Istonans write because they Perceive a h. t · 1 Is onca problem exists and they 
documentary historically accurate.,' 
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1. A sample of articles about Jedediah Strong Smith 
appears in Tom Adams , "Bibliography of Articles 
Relating to Jedediah Strong Smith," The Pacific 
Historian 19 (Spring 1975): 69-72. Two books about 
Jedediah are Alson J. Smith, Men Against the Moun-
tains: Jedediah Smith and the South West Expedition 
of 1826-29 (New York, NY: The John Day Company, 
1965), and Carl Wheat and Dale L. Morgan, Jedediah 
Smith and His Maps of the American West (San Fran-
cisco, CA: California Historical Society, 1954). 
2. Howard R. Lamar, The Trader on the American 
Frontier: Myth 's Victim (College Station, TX : Texas 
A & M University Press , 1977), p . 39 . 
3. The documentaries include: The Mountain Men 
(1964, Barr Films); The Discove1y of America: The 
Westward Movement (1975); Jedediah Smith, which 
was produced in two versions in 1976 and released 
as part of the Ten Who Dared Series sponsored by the 
BBC; and The Legacy of the Mountain Men (1980). 
4. For discussions of film as history , see: Eugene 
McCreary, "Film and History: Some Thoughts on 
Their Interrelationship," Film and History (Winter 
1966): 51-66; R. C. Raack, " Clio's Dark Mirror: The 
Documentary Film in History,'' The History Teacher 
6 (November 1972): 109-18; and John E. O'Connor, 
"Historians and Film: Some Problems and Pro-
spects," The History Teacher 6 (August 1973) : 
543-53 . Two books on the topic are Pierre Sorlin, The 
Film in History: Restaging the Past (Totowa, NJ: 
Barnes and Noble, 1980), and Paul Smith, ed., The 
Historian and Film (Cambridge, England: Cambridge 
University Press, 1976). 
5. Authoritarian documentaries are distinguishable 
by three components: (1) an omnipresent narrator who 
dictates what a viewer hears (and sees to a certain ex-
tent); (2) an omniscient tone, which suggests the 
authoritative manner by which subject matter is 
presented; and (3) a perceived objectivity, which 
means a film proclaims to treat issues with "fairness" 
and from a detached point of view . This style of films 
is consistent with a major category of documentaries 
possessing the same label. Dramatic narratives are just 
that: they contain actors, dramatic re-creation, and nar-
ration. Accordingly, any re-enactment centers around 
the mountain man, and his activities are developed in 
loose, chronological fashion . 
6. The subject matter retained in the long version 
pertains to the hardships endured by the "South West 
Expedition" along its journey. For instance, one se-
quence finds Jedediah and Harrison Rogers desperately 
in need of water on their return trip across the Great 
Basin. While trailing their horses they chance upon 
a spring. At this point, the two leave their ponies 
behind, dash for the waterhole, and plunge headlong 
into the water. It would seem in this instance that man 
and horse would have been equally thirsty, and in fact 
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their ponies would have sensed water long before these 
men found it. Subsequently, these animals would, no 
doubt , have beaten the two-legged stragglers to the 
waterhole . Despite the suspect nature of this particular 
dramatic re-creation, the reader is encouraged to rent 
this version. The long version gives a more rounded 
portrayal of the activities of the expedition. 
7. Dale L. Morgan, Jedediah Smith and the Open-
ing of the West (Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska 
Press , 1953). 
8. Morgan, p. 309. 
9. Morgan, p . 7. 
10. Morgan , pp . 193-215. 
11. Morgan, pp. 7, 8. 
12. Morgan, p. 309. 
13. One should be mindful that during the course of 
a film, aural and visual information is constantly 
changing and narration is seldom repeated. According-
ly , narration is written "for the ear" and is simplified 
to facilitate understanding of content. So the temporal 
quality of messages and the abridged length of docu-· 
mentaries serve to narrow and dilute content, and 
hinder treatment of complex topics . 
14. Robert Jones Shafer, A Guide to Historical 
Method, Third Edition (Homewood, IL: The Dorsey 
Press, 1980) , p . 128. 
15 . Jedediah is established as a "Young Man of Enter-
prise" in the first chapter of Morgan's book, pages 
19-41 . Additionally, the publications which describe 
mountain man stereotypes are Harvey Lewis Carter 
and Marcia Carpenter Spencer, "Stereotypes of the 
Mountain Man," Western Historical Quarterly 6 
(January 1975) : 17-32, and William H. Goetzmann, 
''The Mountain Man as Jacksonian Man,'' American 
Quarterly 15 (Fall 1963) : 403-15. 
16. Goetzmann, "The Mountain Man as Jacksonian 
Man," p. 415. 
17 . Hofstadter, Richard, The American Political 
Tradition (New York, NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1965), 
pp. 55-56 . 
18. See footnote 15. 
19. Early day traveler Frederick Wislizenus ' tetm for 
beaver skins. See Wislizenus, A Journey to the Rocky 
Mountains in the Year 1839 (St. Louis, MO: Missouri 
Historical Society, 1912) p. 88. 
20. These stereotypes are described in Carter and 
Spencer, pp. 17-22. 
21. Morgan, p. 7. 
22. Morgan, p. 90. 
23. Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckman, The Social 
Construction of Reality (Garden City , NY: Double-
day and Company, 1966), p. 82. 
24. Berger and Luckman, p. 82. 
25. Lester D. Stephens, Probing the Past (Boston, 
MA: Allyn and Bacon, 1974), p. 72. 
26. Shafer, A Guide to Historical Method, P· 120. 
I 
------------------------·--
27. Morgan , p . 329. 
28 . George Rogers Taylor, editor, The TumerJh·esis: 
C~ncerning the Role of the Frontier in American 
Hzst01y, Third Edition (Lexington, MA: D. C. Health 
and Company, 1972), p . 5. 
29. Adrian Malone quoted in Barbara Abrash and 
Janet Sternburg, editors, Historians and Filmmakers: 
Toward Collaboration (New York, NY: Institute for 
Research in History, 1983), p. 10. 
30. John Schott quoted in Abrash and Sternburg, p . 
43. 
31. Robert Sklar quoted in A brash and Sternburg, p . 
10. 
32. Condensed from remarks made by Daniel 
Walkowitz in Abrash and Sternburg, p. 13. 
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Western Imagery 
Discovery of the West 
In the early and mid-nineteenth centwy a special breed of men roamed the continent. Whether fur 
traders, government surveyors, or restless wanderers, they were the fearless explorers of the American 
West. Willing to face the dangers of the unknown, they ventured out to confront the new frontier. 
On their travels, these pioneers described and mapped out vast portions of the American landscape, 
paving the way for western expansion. This issue of Western Imagery wishes to give homage to just 
a f ew of these dauntless individuals. 
One explorer who became a national hero was 
John Wesley Powell (I834-I902) . After a distin-
guished career in the Civil War, in which Powell 
lost his right hand and forearm , he turned to ex-
ploration of the West . Powell made his first trip 
to the Rocky Mountains in I 867, and in I 869 
another trip through the Southwest gained him 
national recognition. In his southwestern travels, 
he led ten men in four boats down the rapids of 
the lower Green River and the upper Colorado 
River, at that time one of the last great unex-
plored regions designated as ' 'unknown '' on the 
maps of western America. To the right is an etch-
ing depicting Powell and his men at the Grand 
Canyon. One can read about the exploits of this 
trip in Powell's I 875 publication entitled Ex-
ploration of the Colorado River. In addition to 
being a renown explorer, Powell was also one 
of America's foremost scientists, a conserva-
tionist, a geologist and an ethnologist. Among 
his many accomplishments Powell founded the 
U. S. Bureau of Ethnology in order to study the 
American Indian and he served for thirteen years 
as head of the U. S. Geological Survey. On the 
opposite page he is shown with Tau-gu , a Paiute 
chief 
Holl·Alherton Center, UOP 
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This photograph features two of America's most famous explorers. On the left is Christopher ' 'Kit'' 
Carson (18CfJ-1868), one of the thousands associated with the business of trapping and trading beaver 
pelts in the 1830s. Carson pursued a career in the fur trade until1842 after which it was no longer 
an economically feasible enterprise and he decided to return to his native Missouri. There he met 
by accident John C. Fremont, 1813-1890 (right) who was looking for a guide to lead a government 
expedition along the Oregon Trail and into the Rocky Mountains. Fremont quickly decided that Car-
son was the right man, and together they made three expeditions through the Rocky Mountains. 
After the first two excursions Fremont published reports of his findings. Seldom had any government 
document been read by such a large audience or had such a great impact on America. The power 
of Fremont's pen made him a champion of the westward movement. In the 1850s Fremont became 
the first U. S. Senator from California and went on to run as the first presidential nominee of theRe-
publican party. As for Carson, after his days as a scout ended, he settled into family life in Taos, 
New Mexico. 
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~i~~;,a~~X,::~o;!:;t~~~e;;n~:~~~f~:::;~~;:; t~ j;:;/ 876), gai~ed fame i~! 833 when he was hired 
River to California While th t . a fur tradmg expeduwn along the Humboldt 
for the discovery '0j the first p;a::fca;7: :e:t~~~:~'::/; foa~~U:~ th~ expedi~on must be given credit 
and the first sighting of the Yosemite Valley by white men AI+ aclth~' nowd~~wn as Wal~e: 's Pass, 
mont and Carson on one of their ex ed't' d . ~,er IS expe ltwn Walker }Omed Pre-
portions of the Southwest and the M~nol ~~s an . thereafte~ spe~t the rest of his career exploring 
to the westward movement Walker g 'd d tehrefigwn of Califor~w. Among his many contributions 
' Ul e e rst wagon tram to California. 
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THE NAMELESS ONES The Ethnic Experience 
in San Quentin, 1851-1880 
Clare V. McKanna, Jr. 
Social historians have analyzed nineteenth-century crime in such diverse cities as Boston, Philadelphia, New York, and Col-
umbus, Ohio, in an attempt to explain deviant 
attitudes and behavior. Statistical analysis has 
provided us with a new perspective on how 
police, prosecutors, judges, and juries handled 
the "dangerous classes." 1 We know more 
about criminals and their behavior today than a 
decade ago, yet much remains to be done. For 
example, of data available to us, what can be 
learned from prison records? 
By using and analyzing data listed in the San 
Quentin Prison Registers, it is possible to elicit 
information on the prisoners' gender, ethnicity, 
nativit~, crime type, age, disposition, and recid-
ivism. This essay will explore the composition 
of the prison population and the consequences 
of confinement in the first generation of inmates 
in San Quentin. What was the ethnic makeup of 
California's first state prison? How did ethnic 
groups differ in terms of crime type, length of 
sentence, recidivism, and pardon possibilities? 
Clearly, a dearth of information requires that we 
ask many questions about prisons .3 
San Quentin stood as the only state prison in 
California until 1880, and, thus, the cutoff date 
of this research corresponds with the opening of 
Folsom Prison, which altered the composition 
of San Quentin's inmate population. During this 
Inmates of San Quentin Prison assembling for 
dinner in 1871 . 
turbulent period, San Quentin served as a repos-
itory for people viewed as misfits and deviants 
under standards set by the guardians of establish-
ed society. Ethnic prisoners were sometimes 
famous like Hispanic bandits Juan Flores, Juan 
Soto, or Tiburcio Vasquez.4 But there were 
many more - the nameless ones - who oc-
cupied the dark fetid prison cells. 5 
A total of 3, 302 cases were selected for this 
study from the 9,172 inmates booked . One hun-
dred percent samples were used for Hispanics, 
blacks, Indians, and women; 50 percent of the 
Chinese and 20 percent of the white male 
prisoners were selected . Analysis of this data 
may help us understand the criminal justice 
system as it existed in the nineteenth century . It 
is common knowledge that ethnic minorities suf-
fered many indignities at the hands of whites, 
particularly unruly mobs in the gold camps. 
Whites viewed Chinese and Hispanics, especially 
because of their considerably larger numbers, as 
more threatening than blacks. But how minorities 
were treated in the criminal justice system or in 
prison remains a basically unexamined subject. 
Clare V. "Bud" McKanna received his M.A. in histmy 
from San Diego State University and studied further 
at the University of Arizona. He lectures in American 
Indian histmy at San Diego State University. His 
essays on crime and prisons have been published in 
numerous scholarly journals and he has received 
several grants from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. 
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In 1852, prison inspectors were ordered by the California legislature to locate and puchase a per-
manent prison site. The site they found was a twenty acre parcel located on Point San Quentin, 
a promontory jutting into the northern side of San Francisco Bay, which the state purchased for 
$10,000. Two years later the "Stones" (side view, above) was completed. From the beginning 
prisoners overwhelmed the planned assignment of one person to each tiny cell (floor plans, below). 
However, the first addition to the prison, made in 1858, was the construction of fourteen dungeon cells. 
San Quentin was established in 1851 in the hull 
of an unseaworthy ship, the Waban. 6 Two years 
later the state legislature provided funds for 
building the first permanent prison facility on 
Point San Quentin. This structure, called the 
''Stones,'' resembled most prisons built through-
out the United States during the nineteenth cen-
tury . They were imposing physical structures 
placed in the countryside, looming like huge for-
tresses on the rural landscape. Architectural 
design focused on symmetry and surveillance but 
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failed to provide adequate light, ventilation, or 
sanitary facilities . The "Stones" contained forty-
eight cells measuring approximately six by ten 
feet. These would have provided adequate space 
if used as single-cell facilities, but most housed 
four men. Each cell had a massive sheet iron 
door, with a twelve-by-four inch opening at the 
top called the "Judas Hole." Two fold-down 
bunks stood on each side and a "slop" bucket 
served as the only sanitar1 facility; there were 
no windows or air vents. 
From the beginning prison facilities were 
crowded; the single-cell system remained a 
myth , despite the construction of two new three-
story cell blocks in the 1860s. Even Folsom's 
development in 1880 did little to reduce over-
crowding. By then San Quentin had an inmate 
population of 1,446 housed in 696 cells. In 
California, as elsewhere, -prisons were used to 
iso~a~e criminals, not to rehabilitate them. State 
officials were more concerned with maintaining 
low costs than reforming the inmates. 8 San 
Quentin functioned as a warehouse for storing 
undesirables. 
Whites composed the largest segment of the inmates with 72.7 percent (see Table 1), a figure which was 10 per-
cent less than their numbers within the total 
population (See Table 2). A typical white inmate 
would be thirty years of age, and probably would 
have committed grand theft or burglary (58 .8 
percent combined). San Francisco sent the largest 
nur~ber of white prisoners (28 percent). In terms 
of b1~thplace, t~e Northeast contributed 31 per-
cent mmates, with Ireland, the Midwest, and the 
~outh providing 14, 11, and 10 percent respec-
tively. Germany provided 8 percent and England 
7 percent. 
Table 1 
San Quentin Booking Statistics, 1851-1880 
Ethnic/Sex Number Percent 
White 6,669 72.7 
Hispanic 1,208 13.2 
Chinese 1,063 11.6 
Black 66 .7 
Indian 133 1.5 
Women 33 .3 
TOTAL 9,172 100. 
Source: San Quentin Prison Registers , 1851-1880 
Table 2 
California Population Figures (Percent) 
Ethnic 1850 1860 1870 1880 
White 86.4 80.7 83.7 85 .0 
Hispanic 12.6 4.3 3.9 3.7 
Chinese 9.2 8.6 8.7 
Black 1.0 1.1 .8 .7 
Indian 4.7 3.0 1.9 
Source: United States Census, 1850-1880 
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California State Library 
This infamous, Hispanic murderer, Juan Soto, served time at San Fluentin in the 1860s. After being 
pursued for many months for another crime, Soto was shot by Sheriff Harry Morse on May 11' 1871. 
Table 1 shows that out of 9, 172 inmate book-
ings, only thirty-three were female. The_expl~na­
tion for this is elusive. Undoubtedly, maJor cnme 
was primarily a male endeavor, but the courts 
may have been more lenient with women. A 
comparison with other prison systems reveals 
that the California female inmate percentage was 
indeed low. For example, a sampling of 1880 
prison statistics indicates that 5.2 percent of Ken-
tucky inmates were female, with 1.4 percent for 
Ohio, 3.4 percent for South Carolina, and 3.7 
for Wisconsin.9 Still, California had a low 
percentage of females within th~ gener~l popula-
tion, which may partially explam the discrepan-
cy. In 1860, women made up 49 and 5_0 percent 
of the population in New York and Ohio respec-
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tively, while they totaled 30 percent ~n Califo~­
nia. 10 Whatever the case, women mmates m 
California, as elsewhere, were held in a building 
apart from male prisoners. Once in_carcerated, 
however, evidence suggests that ~f1son guards 
took advantage of them sexually. 
Hispanics, at 13 percent, were the largest 
minority group in San Quentin (Table 1). As 
Table 2 indicates, however, they made up a much 
lower percent of the population at large, par-
ticularly by 1860. 12 Nativity figures reveal that 
native-born Californios and Mexicans were 
balanced at 42 percent and 41 percent r~spec­
tively. Chilefios contributed 9 perc~nt, while~~ 
rest were from Spain and other reg10ns of So 
America. Los Angeles County sentenced 18 per-
cent of the Hispanics , the largest number, while 
Santa Clara and San Francisco contributed 10 
and 7.5 percent respectively . 
In addressing Hispanic crime in this period , 
earlier writers focused on sensational bandit 
stories, particularly those of the ubiquitous Joa-
quin Murieta and Tiburcio Vasquez. 13 Here, 
however, the focus is noton the few well known 
figures. Two recent studies have covered the 
adversary relationship that existed between 
whites and Hispanics in Los Angeles and Santa 
Barbara. Richard Griswold del Castillo docu-
ments the Hispanic decline in economic, politi-
cal, and, more relevant here, judicial power. He 
demonstrates that Hispanics were increasingly 
absent from jury lists by the 1860s in Los 
Angeles County. Accordingly, the relatively 
large number of Hispanics sent to San Quentin 
were convicted by white-dominated juries. 
Equally significant, few Hispanic lawyers were 
available to the accused. 14 
Albert Camarillo paints a similar picture of 
white intrusion and eventual domination in San-
ta Barbara. In 1855, whites made up about 20 
percent of the population, but within fifteen years 
they became a majority politically as well as 
economically dominant . Because of a change in 
tax policies , Californios often were unable to 
make mortgage payments on their large ranchos 
and became impoverished. They turned to sub-
sistence farming or migrated into the barrio. By 
1870 whites dominated Santa Barbara politics. 15 
The Californios' loss of power was graphically 
displayed in the state's judicial system. For non-
whites, a trial by a jury of ethnic peers had no 
validity in nineteenth-century California. County 
jury rolls reveal that Hispanics were conspicuous 
by their absence. Some Spanish-speaking defen-
dants did not understand the charges made 
against them and, after convictions, few could 
afford an appeal. 16 Some appear to have been 
railroaded. In Alameda County, for example, 
Bartolo Sepulveda received a guilty verdict for 
first-degree murder from two white juries bas-
ed upon circumstantial evidence and perjured 
testimony . The governor eventually pardoned 
Sepulveda for a crime he did not commit. 17 
The Chinese, the second largest minority 
group, provided about 12 percent of the prison 
population (Table 1) or approximately 4 percent 
more than their numbers in the general popula-
tion (Table 2). It is important here to note the 
preponderance of adult males among the Chinese 
living in California. 18 Since almost all of the 
Chinese were adult males, they had a higher 
population at risk factor than any of the other 
ethnic groups . Many of them, 34 percent, were 
sentenced from San Francisco, while a hefty 27 
percent were convicted in the gold camp coun-
ties. Chinese were usually convicted for crimes 
against property (73 percent). With a mean age 
of thirty, they tended to be older than other 
minority inmates . 
Chinese encountered significant court diffi-
culties because of language problems and intense 
white prejudice. Their tendency to gather and 
work together in clans, their differing physical 
appearance, coupled with regional dress (loose 
blue pantaloons and blouse) and queues , helped 
to make them more visible and easy to attack. 
In 1854, California Supreme Court Justice Hugh 
C. Murray, in The People v. Hall, determined 
that Chinese could not testify in court against 
white men, because they were "Indians." 19 
This momentous decision indicated the depth of 
anti-Chinese sentiment in the white community. 
Several murder cases illustrate the problems 
faced by Chinese. In 1885, the state board of 
prison directors decided that Ah Pong was in-
nocent of first degree murder charges brought 
against him in 1878 . The board determined that 
he had been convicted on circumstancial 
evidence. In a similar case Ah Chung and Ah 
Mow were pardoned because they had been con-
victed of first degree murder by a perjured 
witness. 20 Other such cases exist in the pardon 
files. Prison directors , thus, were not too pre-
judiced to see that justice was restored. 
Although blacks constituted less than 1 per-
cent of the prisoners (as Table 2 shows, this 
figure closely parallels their total numbers in 
California), they also may have suffered at the 
hands of white-dominated juries. Their small 
numbers - only sixty-six- do not provide suf-
ficient data to draw any firm conclusions. 
Indians comprised less than 2 percent of San 
Quentin's prison population, somewhat less than 
their percentage of the California population (see 
Table 2). Los Angeles contributed 30 percent of 
that total, while the northern gold counties 
sentenced about 17 percent. Indian inmates were 
the youngest of all, with a mean age of twenty-
five years, the youngest a thirteen year old 
female. 
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Table 3 
Comparative Crime Statistics (Percent) 
Crime White Hispanic Chinese Black Indian 
Grand Larceny 34.8 47.0 31.9 27.3 21.1 
Burglary 24.0 7.3 41.3 31.8 21.8 
Robbery 9.7 6.5 3.3 7.5 5.3 
Rape 1.7 3.5 .6 4.5 3.0 
Assault 7.3 13.0 8.0 12.1 12.8 
Murder 5.0 7.0 4 .6 0 16.3 
Manslaughter 4.4 6.9 2.3 1.5 14.3 
Felony (Unknown) 3.5 3.8 4.6 4.5 3.8 
Other 10.6 5.8 3.4 10.8 1.6 
Source: San Quentin Prison Registers, 1851-1880 
By comparing statistics of the various ethnic groups we may be able to gain a better understanding of criminal justice in 
California and the results of incarceration in San 
Quentin. For example, a compilation of prison 
inmates per 1,000 of each population group 
revealed that Hispanics were highest with a 18 .4 
ratio, followed by the Chinese with 6.1, blacks 
4.3, whites 4.1 and Indians 2.6. All minorities 
exceeded the incarceration rate of whites except 
Indians who were largely rural and isolated. 
Hispanics were most likely to end up in prison. 
Table 3 provides a comparative look at crimes 
committed by San Quentin inmates. Among the 
inmates, Hispanics were most likely to commit 
grand theft. Usually they were arrested for rustl-
ing cattle or horses in the rural countryside. On 
the other hand, Chinese inmates show a high in-
cidence of burglary, probably because they were 
living in densely populated areas . Combining 
grand theft and burglary categories, Indians had 
the lowest percentage with 42.9, and the Chinese 
the highest 73.2 percent. Incarcerated whites had 
the highest incidence of robbery with 9. 7 per-
cent, while the Chinese were lowest with 3.3 per-
cent. Only .6 percent of the Chinese inmates 
allegedly committed rape, while blacks had the 
highest rate at 4 .5 percent, which parallels the 
somewhat lower rates of the Hispanics 3. 5 per-
cent and Indians 3 percent. Assault statistics 
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reveal a close correlation between Hispanics, 
blacks and Indians . Whites and Chinese are 5 to 
6 percent lower. Murder statistics are dominated 
by Indians; over 16 percent were sentenced for 
this crime. Their manslaughter rate is also the 
highest with 14.3 percent, and their assault rate 
is second only to that of the Hispanics. Indeed, 
when one combines the percentages of all groups 
for assault, manslaughter and murder the dif-
ferences are striking. Blacks are lowest with 13 .6 
percent, followed by the Chinese with 14.9 and 
white with 16.7. Hispanics, however, have a 
percentage of 26.9 and Indians a phenomenally 
high 43.4 percent. Culture shock and the ex-
cessive use of alcohol that often led to violence 
might help explain this high rate among 
lndians .21 
Sentence comparison (Table 4) also provide 
us with some important contrasts. For example, 
the Chinese are under-represented by 5 to 6 per-
cent in the one to two year category. Another 
look at Table 3 would suggest that they should 
have a higher percentage for the one to two year 
sentence since they have a lower major crime rate 
than any of the other ethnic groups. But that is 
not necessarily true since they also had a much 
higher burglary rate, a crime that often brought 
a three to five year sentence. Thus, the Chinese 
have a 9.5 percent higher rate than the next 
closest group for three to five year sentences. 
Table 4 
Sentence Comparisons (Percent) 
Sentence Whites Hispanics Chinese Indians 
1-2 years 48.4 49.7 43.8 46 .6 
3-5 years 30.2 30.1 39.8 27.1 
6-10 years 13 .7 12.4 11.5 12.0 
11-20 years 4.0 4.8 2.1 7.5 
21- years 1.2 .4 .6 
Life 2.2 2.4 2.3 6.8 
Source: San Quentin Prison Registers, 1851-1880 
The statistics indicate that no apparent bias 
against Asians existed during the sentencing pro-
cedure in the judicial system. Even the Hispanic 
figures are surprising. They have an almost iden-
tical pattern with the whites, although they had 
a higher rate in most major crimes. Hispanics, 
then , did not receive longer sentences than 
whites. It is possible that judges did not succumb 
to pressures that might have been placed upon 
them by white majorities, or else Hispanics had 
more influence than has been suggested. Indians 
had a life sentence rate triple that of the other 
groups, but this correlates with their high murder 
rate. Most ethnic groups faired reasonably well 
during the sentencing process. 
Youthful prisoners were the norm. Indians 
were the youngest with a mean age of twenty-
five, followed by Hispanics twenty-seven, blacks 
twenty-eight, Chinese twenty-nine, and whites 
at about thirty . A check of the lower spectrum 
of the age scale reinforces the impression of 
youthfulness (Table 5). Indians were youngest 
with over 63 percent under twenty-six, Hispanics 
were slightly less youthful, with 53 percent under 
twenty-six. Whites and Chinese had a similar 
ratio. 
Table 6 indicates that San Quentin's inmates 
did not mirror the general population in regard 
to age. In each of the three decades chosen, 
prisoners were younger than the 1880 popula-
tion at large, but the gap began to close by 1879. 
For example, in 1859 over 75 percent of the in-
mates were between fourteen and thirty-one 
years of age. That number declined to 60 per-
Table 5 
Comparative Age (Percent) 
Ethnic Under 26 
White 36.9 
Hispanic 52.8 
Chinese 39.4 
Black 45.5 
Indian 63.5 
Source: San Quentin Prison Registers, 1851-1880 
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Table 6 
Prisoners versus Population at Large 
Age 1859 1869 1879 Population at 
large in 1880 
14-19 6.8 5.6 6.4 12.4 
20-25 39.5 32.9 23.5 13.5 
26-30 29.6 21.5 22.2 13.6 
31-35 10.8 12.9 16.9 12.8 
36-40 7.4 11.5 12.3 11.9 
41-50 4.7 10.4 12.9 21.4 
51- 1.2 5.2 5.8 14.4 
Source: San Quentin Prison Turnkey Reports, 1859-1879 and United States Census, 1880. 
cent in 1869 and 52 percent by 1879; while 39 
percent of the general population fit within that 
age category. As noted, inmates were young, but 
then this tends to be typical of a prisoner 
population. 
Recidivism statistics offer another look. Blacks 
had the highest recidivism or prison return rate 
with 12.1 percent, followed by whites 10.9, 
Hispanics and Chinese 8.7, women 6.0, and In-
dians 5. 3. One might have been tempted to 
hypothesize that Hispanics would have the 
highest rate since they seemed to be rebelling 
against an Anglo-dominated system, but that was 
not the case. 
Prisoners tried to escape, but few succeeded. 
Hispanics had the highest record with 5. 7 per-
cent followed by whites 4.2 Indians 3.8, and 
Chinese and blacks with less than 2 percent each. 
Although 547 inmates broke out during the first 
decade, by 1865 better management ended mass 
escapes. In the first thirty years, a total of 709 
prisoners escaped; 332 were recaptured. 22 
The pardon process provided inmates with a 
legal means of gaining freedom. Women with 
an 18 percent pardon rate (Table 7) were the 
most fortunate, followed by white males with 10 
percent and blacks, Hispanics, Chinese and In-
dians with 6.0, 5.0, 3.3, and 1.5 percent respec-
tively. Indians had little chance of gaining early 
release from prison. A pardon required money, 
lawyers, and relatives to write letters of support. 
Indians seldom had access to these resources. 
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Table 7 
Pardon Ratio 
Ethnic/Sex Percent 
White 10.2 
Hispanic 5.1 
Chinese 3.3 
Black 6.1 
Indian 1.5 
Women 18.1 
Source: San Quentin Prison Registers, 
1851-1880 
Without an escape or a pardon, prisoners either 
served out their sentences or died in prison. Only 
1. 8 percent of the white male inmates expired 
in prison. Blacks and women had a rate of three 
percent, followed by Chinese and Hispanics with 
5.0 and 6.0 percent respectively. The Indians had 
an incredibly high death rate, with 21 percent 
expiring. European diseases and close confine-
ment with other inmates may have produced this 
startling statistic. 23 Without prison medical 
records or any indication of diseases Indian in-
mates suffered from, however, it is virtually im-
possible to draw any strong concl4sions. High 
death rates for Native Americans was consistent 
with their general fate in California. 
C onditions within San Quentin Prison were severe. Normally two to four inmates shared a single cell, with fold-down bunks 
and vermin infested blankets covering straw 
matresses. During periods of heavy fog, 
prisoners were often kept locked up until the 
weather cleared. In some cases this meant 
feeding the prisoners in their cells for three to 
nine days. When opening the cells after such a 
long spell, the offensive odor emanating from 
within could only be imagined. Ventilation and 
light were non-existent in the ''Stones'' cell 
block built in 1854. New cell blocks provided 
more light, but lacked sanitary facilities. 24 
Like most prison officials, San Quentin 
authorities based their control on rigid discipline 
that paralleled military methods. Officials con-
trolled every aspect of the inmate's life twenty-
four hours a day. Although lockstep and silence 
were the rule, they seldom worked. Some pris-
one~s communicated by rapping metal objects 
agamst walls, while others chose to speak at 
work or meals, risking punishment. Discipline, 
thus, was not completely successful. 
The form and nature of punishment at San 
Quentin followed patterns and methods used in 
Drawing of San Quentin in 1859. 
penitentiaries in other states. Fortunately some 
Daily Logs and Punishment Books still exist · 
they list the name and number of the inmat~ 
punished, the type of punishment, and number 
of strokes administered with the whip. Close 
scrutiny of the records indicates that prisoners, 
regardless of ethnic background, received the 
same number of strokes for the same types of 
offenses. Officials developed a scale for types 
of discipline problems; talking merited twelve 
strokes, concealing something earned twenty-
four strokes, and attempting to escape guaranteed 
fifty to a hundred strokes from the rawhide. 
Chains and cross-irons were used to punish some 
recalcitrants, while the shaving of half the head 
marked an inmate as a troublemaker. 25 
The "shower bath," one of the most feared 
punishments, appears to have been torture . 
Prison officials tied the naked prisoner to a cross, 
then directed water, under high pressure, from 
a hose at the victim's face and exposed genitals. 
This was a common form of punishment during 
the 1870s. The "dark cell," or dungeon, offered 
perhaps the worst form of discipline. Despite 
numerous complaints by the prison physician, it 
was used continuously throughout the late-
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nineteenth century . Prison authorities finally 
stopped using the lash in 1880; two years later 
they abolished the "shower bath"; but the "dark 
cell'' remained until a judge forbade its use in 
the 1960s. 26 
From 1851 to 1880 San Quentin fit within the 
pattern of national prisons in regard to manage-
ment, discipline and punishment methods. Alexis 
de Tocqueville and Gustave de Beaumont, while 
touring the United States in 1835, complained 
of the despotic nature of the prisons; forty-five 
years later, little had occurred to change that 
opinion. 27 A survey of American prisons in 
1880 reveals some shocking practices. Discrim-
ination appeared to be the norm in the South; vir-
tually all southern prisons held a large majority 
of black inmates . For example, in Alabama 81 
percent of the inmates were black, Arkansas held 
more than 64 percent blacks, 85 percent in Loui-
siana, 89 percent in Mississippi, 91 percent in 
South Carolina, and 80 percent in Virginia. Not 
only were they a majority, but they were work-
ed as slave labor. Death rates were high in these 
prisons. Tennessee recorded a 12 percent death 
rate (135) in 1880, while in Huntsville, Texas, 
256 inmates died (10 percent per year) in the two 
year period ending in 1880.2 They were literal-
ly worked to death. Other southern prisons had 
similar death rates. Not surprisingly most of the 
victims were blacks .29 
Prisoners in the North fared a little better, but 
not because of benevolent prison administrations. 
Reformers had made some inroads in the Penn-
sylvania penitentiary system, but the discipline 
and punishment methods still seemed inconsis-
tent with their attempts to rehabilitate inmates. 
True, some of the prisons discontinued flog-
gings, the use of cross-irons , chains, and other 
restraining devices. Some even stopped using the 
"shower bath." Certainly these were important 
steps in the reform movement, but archaic ap-
proaches remained. Although the use of solitary 
confinement for punishment gained popularity 
around the country, it was retrogressive. Histor-
ian Blake McKelvey may have stated it best in 
the title of his book on prisons subtitled ''A 
History of Good Intentions.'' Whatever good in-
tentions some had, they lacked positive impact. 
The same could be said for San Quentin and its 
administration. Yet some states like Wisconsin 
and Michigan developed prison systems with few 
problems and maintained excellent records of 
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prisoner treatment with few complaints. But both 
states experienced gradual growth, in contrast to 
California, and that enabled prison officials to 
plan and address most problems with less 
difficulty . 30 
In California, on the other hand, authorities 
had to build a prison immediately; they could 
never keep up with the surge of inmates caused 
by the population explosion. Could Wisconsin 
or Michigan officials have handled it any better 
under such adverse conditions? It is debatable . 
San Quentin suffered from the worst of all con-
ditions: poor management, a legislature that 
refused to appropriate sufficient funds for con-
struction of adequate facilities, and an indifferent 
public. Then as today, citizens wanted the 
criminals isolated and few had any concern for 
the inmates. After all, the "dangerous classes, " 
tegardless of their ethnic background, were seen 
as having given up their rights when they com-
mitted crimes and were sent to prison. 
It is significant, then, that minorities may have 
received more equal treatment incarcerated 
within San Quentin than they did outside the 
prison walls where white discrimination was 
often intense. 31 Prison register statistics reveal 
that Hispanics, and to a lesser extent Chinese, 
made up a disproportionate part of the San Quen-
tin Prison p9pulation during the mid-nineteenth 
century. This disparity, however, shrinks in 
significance when compared with the incarcera-
tion rate of blacks in southern prisons. 32 It is 
also important to remember that during the 
sentencing process, Chinese and Hispanics seem 
to have received equal treatment. 
The prison data has provided us with a brief 
glimpse of San Quentin's ethnic inmates and the 
consequences of incarceration. One must be 
cautious, however, in using prison registers to 
analyze crime or sentencing procedures. Law-
rence Friedman and Robert Percival , speaking 
of the criminal justice system in Alameda Coun-
ty, observed: ' 'Of course if 'due process' means 
trial by jury, a full, fair hearing buttoned up with 
procedural safeguards, then 'due process' was 
rare in felony cases in 1870, or 1910. " 33 These 
same conditions existed throughout California. 
Further, anyone who ended up in prison suffered 
because San Quentin was truly a terrible instru-
ment of punishment. There can be little doubt 
- it must have left deep psychological scars on 
all of the "nameless ones." 
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John Muir at work in his "scribble den. " 
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John Muir on Mount Ritter: 
A New Wilderness Aesthetic 
Philip G. Terrie 
While John Muir has been the subject of considerable scholarly scrutiny in recent years, we have yet to arrive at 
a complete understanding of his response to 
nature. 1 One reason is that we are often too 
eager to portray him as a radical, late twentieth-
century environmentalist; radical he was, but in 
his time and place. Another problem - and the 
one to be addressed here - is the failure to put 
his narratives into the context of nineteenth-
century American wilderness literature, of which 
there is a substantial cafion. Muir was writing 
in the framework of an established tradition, and 
one of the more radical features of his own nar-
ratives is the way they depart from the conven-
tions of that tradition. Except for the 1984 study 
by Michael P. Cohen, I know of no serious ef-
fort to understand Muir in the larger context of 
nineteenth-century wilderness literature. 
Beginning in the early decades of the nine-
teenth century, literate Americans showed an in-
creasing fascination with their wilderness. Even-
tually this interest evolved its own distinct 
literature, which existed on both a popular and 
an elite cultural level. Examples of these would 
be Joel T . Headley's The Adirondack; Or, Life 
in the Woods, published in 1849, a book which 
was reissued, reprinted, expanded, and plagiariz-
ed in numerous editions over a period of some 
thirty-five years, and Thoreau 's The Maine 
Woods, published in 1864. I have written 
elsewhere about the conventions of this literature 
and cannot describe them in much detail here, 
but it is important to summarize their aesthetic 
traditions because this article argues that John 
Muir was intentionally departing from the ac-
cepted, and was thus adding an imaginative and 
radically new dimension to wilderness literature 
and aesthetics. 2 
A key element of the romantic response to 
wilderness was the characteristically turgid reac-
tion to scenery. Invoking the aesthetic vocabulary 
of Edmund Burke, romantic travelers used 
Burke's categories of the sublime and the 
beautiful to reduce the American wilderness to 
something familiar that they could appreciate . 3 
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The Burkean aesthetic, in its emphasis on the 
scenic and pictorial, encouraged a distinction be-
tween scenery and wilderness. When romantic 
travelers encountered landscapes which failed to 
fit the Burkean scheme of the sublime and the 
beautiful or the later distillation of these under 
the rubric of the picturesque, their disgust at 
discovering phenomena such as thick woods, 
dead trees, swamps, or barren mountains em-
phasizes how the appeal of the cult of scenery 
was its usefulness in mediating between the 
romantic consciousness and the reality of nature. 
Romantics were searching for scenes, forcer-
tain arrangements of water, rocks, or trees . 
When they found what they were looking for, 
they responded enthusiastically. But when the 
reality of nature dissapointed them, they were 
often dismayed and disoriented. Romantics were 
especially dispirited by the omnipresence of 
death in nature, by the usually unacknowledged 
implication that nature was constantly changing. 
Unlike scenes, which were static, nature was in 
process. Hence even so sensitive a romantic as 
Thoreau could be horrified by the sense of the 
inhospitality of nature he perceived on Mount 
Katahdin . Thoreau's disorientation stemmed 
from his discovery that nature was indeed in flux 
and not permanent and scenic. 4 Thoreau, at 
least, honestly confronted his feelings at finding 
untrammeled nature to be something consider-
ably more complex, not to say threatening, than 
the two-dimensional nature of mere scenery, and 
he showed his loss of psychological equilibrium 
in the broken syntax of his well-known descrip-
tion of the Katahdin wilderness. But most other 
romantics either denied the reality of nature by 
converting it to word pictures or simply reject-
ing it altogther when they deemed it lacking. 
Francis Parkman's The Oregon Trail supplies 
a typical example of the romantic response to 
nature as scenery. Greatly excited by the wilder-
ness of the west, Parkman filled this famous 
travel narrative with detailed, magnificently 
composed word-pictures. But they are little more 
than that. To Parkman nature is to be appreciated 
in terms of what appeals to the eye and to visual 
associations, but it is never a dynamic combina-
tion of geological, biological, and other pro-
cesses. Thus on a valley of the Arkansas River, 
Parkman reduces the reality of nature to a two-
dimensional picture: there he encounters "a 
beautiful scene, and doubly so to our eyes, so 
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long accustomed to deserts and mountains. Tall 
woods lined the river, with green meadows on 
either hand; and high bluffs, quietly basking in 
the sunlight, flanked the narrow valley." A Mex-
ican and a herd of cattle " made a very pleasing 
feature in the scene. " 5 
For Parkman the search for pleasing scenes 
constitutes part of what draws a genteel traveler 
like himself to the western wilderness in the first 
place. Every gentlemen learns the proper 
response to scenery along with Latin and aristo-
cratic manners. But when the western landscape 
fails to satisfy conventional aesthetics, the 
traveler finds it deficient, or even repugnant. 
Overlooking a valley of the Platte, a disappointed 
Parkman declares the view to have "not one pic-
turesque or beautiful feature; nor had it any of 
the features of grandeur, other than its vast ex-
tent, its solitude and its wilderness. For league 
after league, a plain as level as a frozen lake, 
was outspread beneath us; here and there the 
Platte, divided into a dozen thread-like sluices, 
was traversing it, and an occasional clump of 
wood, rising in the midst like a shadowy island, 
relieved the monotony of the waste.'' Parkman 
goes on to add that some positive associations 
are to be found in this place, but they are a func-
tion of the virtues of rugged individualism puta-
tively fostered by life in such a destitute land-
scape and not of the inherent appeal of an un-
touched wilderness. 
Later, on the high prairie, in another landscape 
for which conventional aesthetics have not pre-
pared him, Parkman declares, "If a curse had 
been pronounced upon the land, it could not have 
worn an aspect of more dreary and forlorn bar-
renness.'' Similarly , in the mountains near 
Laramie, Parkman again condemns the scenery 
for failing to satisfy the criteria of the cult of the 
sublime. ''There was nothing in their appearance 
either grand or picturesque, though they were 
desolate to the last degree, being mere piles of 
black and broken rock, without trees or vegeta-
tion of any kind. " 6 
Parkman's response to the wilderness reflected 
the taste of his culture. Similar depictions can 
be found in virtually any of the hundreds of 
popular travel narratives written in the nineteenth 
century. They vary in the degree of the horror 
experienced on confronting wild scenery that was 
neither sublime nor beautiful, but their funda-
mental insistence on either reducing the reality 
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These art rooms of the Oakland Seminary sug-
gest the static atmosphere out of which artists 
came looking for the picturesque landscape, only 
to be disappointed by the true glories of nature. 
of the landscape to a subject for aesthetic appre-
ciation or dismissing it as useless is pervasive. 
That Parkman repeatedly finds such landscapes 
"dreary," "forlorn," or "desolate," moreover , 
illustrates the romantic tendency to reject those 
features of the wilderness suggesting mortality; 
the absence of the cheerful, georgic, and life-
sustaining qualities perceived along the Arkan-
sas make the desert or prairie or barren peak 
especially unappealing. In the same way, roman-
tic travelers encountering swamps or bogs, 
where dead trees and an oppressive sense of pro-
cess characterized the scene, often withdrew in 
horror and used the same vocabulary: the words 
" dreary" and "desolate" were applied to both 
deserts and swamps - anything failing to be con-
ventionally scenic . 
I t was against this tradition that John Muir was rebelling. Muir's intellectual debt to the romantics, chiefly Emerson, is well known. 
He never abandoned the Emersonian belief in the 
transcendence to be found in nature; But what 
is to be emphasized here is how Muir rejected 
the romantic inclination to dwell on scenes and 
suggested instead that the truly transcendent ap-
preciation of nature occurred only when one 
opened his or her perceiving faculties to all of 
nature. Muir often pointed out the inadequacy 
of conventional aesthetics in appreciating the true 
meaning of the wilderness. In describing the 
various landscapes of the California wilderness, 
Muir frequently lamented that a desert or a bog 
or some other scene would be ignored by most 
people. Writing about the high glacial lakes, he 
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says, "At first sight, they seem pictures of pure 
bloodless desolation, miniature arctic seas, 
bound in perpetual ice and snow. '' Phrases like 
"at first sight" appear over and over again in 
Muir: in each case he avers that the untrained 
eye, dictated to by conventional aesthetic stan-
dards, misses much of nature. Describing the 
high passes, he declares that the ordinary traveler 
would find them "cold, dead, gloomy," but that 
the person who truly sees finds them to be among 
"the finest and most telling examples of Nature's 
love." "At first sight," writes Muir of Red 
Lake, "it seems rather dull and forbidding . " 7 
Muir's message was that we should learn to 
appreciate all of nature and not be shackled by 
convention. The wilderness aesthetic advanced 
by Muir is a liberating way of perceiving 
nature. 8 It permits us to find pleasure in forms 
of nature hitherto despised. Of course, Muir con-
tinued to insist on the kind of transcendent value 
in nature which had appealed to the romantics 
of the previous generation. His narratives are full 
of reveries and transcendental moments inspired 
by the divinity of nature. But to this Muir added 
the further perception and appreciation of 
nature's processes. To Muir the discovery of 
process was the key to the transcendental expe-
rience. Muir explicitly argued that the clearest 
perception of nature combined the spirituality of 
the transcendentalist with the discriminating eye 
of the scientist. 
Much of the Sierra consists of spectacular 
scenery quite within the conventions of tradi-
tional aesthetics . But here, too, Muir declared, 
new eyes, new ways of perceiving the landscape 
led to deeper understandings. One of the best ex-
amples of this is his often-anthologized and 
much-discussed description of the view from 
Mount Ritter. In this chapter of The Mountains 
of California , Muir describes the events of a 
period of a few days in October in the early 
1870s. At the outset, he is descending from one 
of his expeditions in the high country, ponder-
ing the wonders of the landscape. He then en-
counters two artists looking for the picturesque, 
leads them to a high meadow, and sets out for 
a solo climb of Mount Ritter. The title of the 
chapter on Mount Ritter, "A Near View of the 
High Sierra," announces Muir's intention to em-
phasize aesthetics and the importance of reex-
amination of the way we perceive nature, with 
the words "Near View" suggesting the need to 
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look at nature more closely. ''To artists,'' he 
says, implying the inadequacy of current values 
in appreciating the true glories of the California 
mountains, "few portions of the High Sierra are, 
strictly speaking, picturesque." Artists miss the 
total meaning of nature by trying to compartmen-
talize it: "The whole massive uplift of the range 
is one great picture, not clearly divisible into 
smaller ones.' '9 
To underscore yet further his intention to 
develop a new aesthetic, Muir describes himself 
early in the chapter responding to a particular 
view as if he too were a merely pictorial artist: 
"Pursuing my lonely way down the valley, I 
turned again and again to gaze on the glorious 
picture, throwing up my arms to enclose it as 
in a frame. After long ages of growth in the 
darkness beneath the glaciers, through sunshine 
and storms, it seemed now to be ready for the 
elected artist, like yellow wheat for the reaper ; 
and I could not help wishing that I might carry 
colors and brushes with me on my travels, and 
learn to paint.'' But as he goes on to demonstrate , 
it is not via paint and brushes that one truly cap-
tures the landscape; it is through the deeper ac-
ceptance of nature's processes . In the rest of the 
episode he shows that he is indeed the "elected 
artist,'' and he further shows the irrelevance of 
accepted aesthetic norms by introducing immed-
iately after the scene just quoted a pair of artists 
seeking scenery ''suitable for a large painting. ' ' 
By thus displacing the urge to capture the scene 
in a painting onto the artist, Muir thus explicitly 
sets up a contrast between their perceptions and 
his, and suggests that his response to nature is 
an evolving one while theirs is static . 10 
Muir agrees to guide the artists back into the 
high country and wastes little time in showing 
the superiority of his perceptions to theirs. He 
rapturously describes the autumn colors: "the in-
tense azure of the sky, the purplish grays of the 
granite, the red and browns of dry meadows, and 
the translucent purple and crimson of huckle-
berry bogs. ' ' None of this satisfies the unnamed 
artists, however, who find the scenery "disap-
pointing" and lament that they see " 'nothing 
as yet at all available for effective pictures.' " 11 
When Muir and his painters finally come upon 
a truly startling view, their respective responses 
reveal profoundly different attitudes toward 
nature: the artists scurry about "choosing fore-
grounds for sketches," while Muir decides to Mt. Ritter as seen through John Muir's perceptive eyes. 
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undertake a perilous mid-October ascent of a 
previously unclimbed peak. The artists are trap-
ped in a sense of nature as scenery, while Muir 
embraces an opportunity to enter into nature. The 
anticipated dangers of such an adventure ''only 
exhilarate the mountaineer," and early the 
"[n]ext morning, the artists went heartily to their 
work and I to mine. " 12 
During the two days it takes Muir to reach Rit-
ter, he describes the scenery in conventional 
vocabulary. To the south at one point, he spots 
a group of ''savage peaks.'' The twilight renders 
a "sublime scene," while that night "[s]omber 
peaks, hacked and shattered, circled half-way 
around the horizon, wearing a savage aspect . '' 
Invoking a Ruskin ian vocabularly, he describes 
a ''wilderness of crumbling spires and battle-
ments. " 13 
Shortly before reaching the summit, Muir en-
dures a memorable scrape with death . Trying to 
scale a sheer cliff, he finds himself suddenly 
unable to locate another hand-hold: "After gain-
ing a point about half-way to the top, I was sud-
denly brought to a dead stop, with arms out-
spread, clinging close to the face of the rock, 
unable to move hand or foot either up or down. 
My doom appeared fixed. I must fall." Then a 
burst of new energy rushes through him: "I 
seemed suddenly to become possessed of a new 
sense.'' With renewed vigor he scrambles to the 
summit. The language of the entire affair sug-
gests that this brief encounter with his own mor-
tality has been a truly spiritual experience. There 
he is, hugging the cliff as if crucified, fearing 
his own imminent death, when "The other self, 
bygone experiences, Instinct, or Guardian Angel, 
- call it what you will, - came forward and 
assumed control. . . . Had I been borne aloft 
upon wings, my deliverance could not have been 
more complete. " 14 
In addition to other possibilities, this episode 
seems to encapsulate Muir's argument favoring 
the need for new perceptions, responses to nature 
moving beyond the conventions of romantic wil-
derness literature. The essential ingredient in the 
new response is an acceptance of nature's pro-
cesses, of which the death of the individual 
creature is the most profound and the most dif-
ficult to embrace. 15 Muir uses this episode to 
indicate what he already knows: that death is ubi-
quitous in nature and that one of the reasons why 
conventional aesthetics failed to comprehend all 
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of nature was the reluctance of romantics to 
acknowledge the inevitablity of transience and 
process. The epiphanic nature of the experience 
explains the radical change in vocabularly and 
overall response adopted soon after he reaches 
the top. 
Once on the summit, he retreats momentarily 
to a Ruskinian vocabulary emphasizing architec-
tural detail: one peak is a "gigantic castle with 
turret and battlement," another a "Gothic 
cathedral more abundantly spired than Milan's. " 
He quickly drops this stock vocabulary and notes 
yet again how the scenery hides its deepest mean-
ings from the untrained eye. Neither mysticism 
nor conventional aesthetics is enough to elicit the 
truth of the landscape. The eye of empiricism 
provides the ingredient needed for total percep-
tion, and the process of glaciation explains the 
hitherto unintelligible. In the following long 
quotation, a reader may note the emphasis on ac-
curate perception and on the glacier as the chief 
symbol of the natural processes creating the 
landscape. 
[W]hen looking for the first time from 
an all-embracing standpoint like this , 
the inexperienced viewer is oppressed 
by the incomprehensible grandeur, 
variety, and abundance of the moun-
tains rising shoulder to shoulder beyond 
the reach of vision; and it is only after 
they have been studied one by one, long 
and lovingly, that their far-reaching har-
monies become manifest. Then, pene-
trate the wilderness where you may, the 
main telling features, to which all the 
surrounding topography is subordinate, 
are quickly perceived, and the most 
complicated clusters of peaks stand 
revealed harmoniously correlated and 
fashioned like works of art - eloquent 
monuments of the ancient ice-rivers that 
brought them into relief from the gen-
eral mass of the range. The canons, too, 
some of them a mile deep, mazing wild-
ly through the mighty host of moun-
tains, however lawless and ungovern-
able at first sight they appear, are at 
length recognized as the necessary ef-
fects of causes which followed each 
other in harmonious sequence -
Nature's poems carved on tables of 
stone - the simplest and most emphatic 
of her glacial compositions. 16 
The glacier, then, the crucial symbol in Muir's 
aesthetic, produces the geological process which 
unifies and explains the landscape, and con-
templating it leads to a moment of supreme 
transcendence. It is interesting to note that Muir 
was the first to suspect the existence of living 
glaciers in the Sierra, and that he deduced their 
existence on the basis of his personal examina-
tion of the landscape .17 When he did discover 
actual glaciers, they confirmed the value of his 
empirical powers. The landscape makes sense 
only in terms of the glacier; grasping this ex-
planation in turn leads to a discovery of 
"Nature's poems," the imaginative correlation 
of Nature's harmonies. 
M uir goes on to contemplate further the significance - both geological and mystical - of the glacier. Thinking 
about the eons required for glacial action to pro-
duce the landscape before him, he transcends or-
dinary time: 
Could we have been here to observe 
during the glacial period, we should 
have overlooked a wrinkled ocean of ice 
as continuous as that now covering the 
landscapes of Greenland; filling every 
valley and caiion with only the tops of 
the fountain [sic] peaks rising darkly 
above the rock-encumbered ice-waves 
like islets in a stormy sea - those islets 
the only hints of the glorious landscapes 
now smiling in the sun. Standing here 
in the deep brooding silence all the 
wilderness seems motionless, as if the 
work of creation were done. 
The shift in tense and mood here is critical . The 
passage begins in a conditional past tense; then 
the condition of the introductory clause is im-
aginatively satisfied, and the verbs become pre-
sent indicative. Muir imagines himself back in 
the glacial era. 
But in the midst of this outer stead-
fastness we know there is incessant mo-
tion and change. Ever and anon, avalan-
ches are falling from yonder peaks. 
These cliff-bound glaciers, seemingly 
wedged and immovable, are flowing 
like water and grinding the rocks 
beneath them. 18 
Inspired spiritually by contemplation of one of 
nature's most awesome processes, Muir speeds 
up time so that a glacier seems to move like 
water. 19 The imagination, properly aware of 
process, supplies the understanding of the land-
scape unavailable to conventional aesthetics. 
Elevating his imagined account of the shaping 
of the landscape even further, Muir embraces the 
transience of the scene before him, finding in that 
very mutability the essence of all of nature's 
meaning . 
The lakes are lapping their granite 
shores and wearing them away, and 
every one of these rills and young rivers 
is fretting the air into music , and car-
rying the mountains to the plains. Here 
are the roots of all the life of the valleys, 
and here more simply than elsewhere 
is the eternal flux of nature manifested. 
Ice changing to water , lakes to 
meadows , and mountains to plains. And 
while we thus contemplate Nature 's 
methods of landscape creation, and , 
reading the records she has carved on 
the rocks , reconstruct , however im-
perfectly, the landscapes of the past, we 
also learn that as these we now behold 
have succeeded those of the pre-glacial 
age, so they in turn are withering and 
vanishini5 to be succeeded by others yet 
unborn. 
In Muir's descriptions of the Sierra, the func-
tion of the glacier achieved divine status. The 
existence of glaciers, either in the present or in 
the remote geological past, explained everything. 
All rock fonnations, from the tiniest striations 
to the grandeur of Yosemite's Half Dome, were 
"glacier monuments." Whenever Muir employ-
ed the Ruskinian vocabulary of Gothic architec-
ture, the sculptor was the glacier. In addition to 
determining the location of lakes, meadows, and 
streams, the courses of ancient glaciers also ac-
counted for the distributions of such apparently 
unrelated phenomena as certain tree species and 
a particular kind of mountain squirrel. Indeed, 
insisted Muir, "The key to this beautiful har-
mony [meaning all the perfection of animate and 
inanimate nature] is the ancient glaciers.'' The 
glacier was Muir's key to beginnings and ends, 
to the endless cycles of life and death. 
The essential lesson of the glacier is that nature 
is never static, that all things visible eventually 
pass away to be succeeded by subsequent forms 
or generations. Muir, in a way impossible for 
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Muir took time out from his Mt. Ritter excursion to write in his journal and prepare this drawing 
of the rock formations near Ritter. 
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the antebellum romantic traveler, accepted pro-
cess and by implication accepted the concept of 
cyclical time. Whereas the romantic thought in · 
terms of linear time which began at the creation 
and proceeded toward a divinely appointed end, 
Muir was able to imagine time in terms of end-
lessly repeating cycles. Muir's sense of time, in 
other words, was more natural, based on a keen 
observation of how natural process dictates a 
reality wherein life depends on death and decay. 
In nearly all his descriptions of the natural 
phenomena of the Sierra, Muir advanced this no-
tion of cycles . He dwelt on how the cycles of 
the year are both beautiful and, simultaneously, 
dependent on death: at a glacial meadow, 
In June small flecks of the dead, decay-
ing sod begin to appear, gradually 
widening and uniting with one another, 
covered with creeping rags of water 
during the day, and ice by night, look-
ing as hopeless and unvital as crushed 
rocks just emerging from the darkness 
of the glacial period .. . . The ground 
seems twice dead. Nevertheless the an-
nual resurrection is drawing near. 
The lakes themselves go through a similar cycle 
of life, decay, and death: 
... while its shores are being enrich-
ed, the soil-beds creep out with inces-
sant growth, contracting its area, while 
the lighter mud particles deposited on 
the bottom cause it to grow constantly 
shallower, until at length the last rem-
nant of the lake vanishes, - closed 
forever in ripe and natural old age. And 
now its feeding-stream goes winding on 
without halting through the new gardens 
and groves that have taken its place.21 
In contrast, the notion of a lake turning boggy 
was repugnant to the romantic traveler . 
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W ith Muir , as with Emerson, vision is the crucial faculty . Like most roman-tics Emerson believed that children, 
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(Opposite) Franklin Rhoda after graduating from 
the University of California in 1873; he was a 
serious young man in search of a cause. 
Courtesy of Pauline VIeira 
Blending Reform 
with 
Tradition 
The Life of Franklin Rhoda 
Mike Foster 
''THE BANE OF CIVILIZATION,'' wrote 
Franklin Rhoda in 1924, "is the attempt to ban-
ish individuality, to cast all people in the same 
mold, to destroy, as far as possible, the natural 
differences between man and man.'' 1 But no 
one ever accused Franklin Rhoda of being like 
everybody else. Artist, musician, writer, sur-
veyor, naturalist, historian, social critic, de-
fender of civil liberties, and champion of Christ 
- the only theme unifying his versatile life was 
an idealism that aimed to reform almost every-
thing he encountered. 
His approach to reform was bold and far-
sighted, often similar to the attitudes of his con-
temporaries who fashioned the Progressive Era. 
His mature years coincided with the origins of 
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Seated third from left, Rhoda, at six feet was the tallest member of his graduating class, which call-
ed itself' 'The Twelve Apostles. ' ' Rhoda at age nineteen was also the youngest member of his class. 
Progressivism, and Franklin Rhoda (1854-1929) 
is important partly as a local though relatively 
unknown proponent of that movement. Rhoda, 
like some Progressives, also insisted on a strong 
respect for traditional values, hardly surprising 
in view of the work for which he is chiefly 
remembered. He was a Presbyterian minister for 
over thirty years, and became a local harbinger 
of modern fundamentalism. 
In reviewing his life, a reader is surprised by 
the diversity of his interests, and even more the 
breadth of mind with which he approached them. 
The uniqueness of Franklin Rhoda was that he 
blended reform with tradition, and did so in a 
way that stressed the necessity of individual in-
itiative in confronting life's problems. Fortunate-
ly, he wrote at length about many of these issues, 
and the purpose of this article is to paint a 
coherent portrait of Rhoda by examining his sur-
viving writings. 
While still an undergraduate, Rhoda showed 
promise of the versatility which became his 
trademark, and he published his first essays. A 
member of the first four-year class at the new 
University of California, Rhoda took a degree 
in civil engineering and displayed considerable 
skill in mathematics. He began a diary, record-
ing observations on modern politics , while at the 
same time he plunged into the study of two an-
cient languages, Hebrew and Greek. His gradua-
tion thesis concerned "Cherry Culture in Cali-
fornia,'' and his classmates admired his literary 
abilities sufficiently that they insisted he write 
the "History of the Class, of '73 . " 2 
Rhoda never disclosed how he developed an 
interest in writing, but the context of his early 
life is suggestive. His father came to the West 
Coast via the Oregon Trail in 1850, then roam-
ed between British Columbia and the Sacramento 
Valley before settling in 1860 on orchard land 
Mike Foster received his Ph.D. from Columbia University (1968), specializing in early modem European history. 
He has taught at the University of Colorado at Denver, the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana , and 
Stanford University. He is presently in fund development and also a freelance writer. Currently he is preparing 
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in a town called Fruitvale, east of the budding 
community of Oakland . Franklin was born June 
14, 1854, in Crescent City, the site of an early 
. . 3 
mmmg camp. 
Appropriately enough, his first work to receive 
national attention grew out of the spirit of ex-
ploration into which he had been born. Immedi-
ately after graduation he joined the Hayden 
Survey, which was traversing the West, mapping 
it, and recording its treasures . For the next three 
seasons ( 1873-7 5) Rhoda worked as an assistant 
topographer in the rugged San Juan Mountains 
of Colorado . At the beginning of his second 
season he undertook to write the formal report 
of the party 's labors, which, in view of the for-
mulas then used to render landscapes, was as 
delightful as it was novel. 4 
He avoided conventional rhetorical flourishes, 
and provided instead the kind of detail that enabl-
ed the reader to place himself in the setting and 
feel its desolation : 
After leaving the timber we could see 
about us, and a dreary sight we saw . 
Near us was nothing but these great 
angular fragments of trachytic rock, 
which , in the distance faded to a dull, 
dreary, gray tint. In some places these 
slides formed long, regular, slightly 
curved lines ; in others the stone ap-
peared in swells like sand-dunes. 
The head of the canon was amphithe-
atrical in form, like almost all in lava 
regions. On the east side we noticed 
particularly a sub-amphitheater, which , 
being composed of nothing but the loose 
debris, variegated by neither shrub nor 
blade of grass nor even barren soil, nor 
by any change of color in the rock, 
presented one of the most desolate 
sights that meets the eye of the 
mountain-climber. The weird stillness 
of high altitudes, only served to 
heighten the appearance of desolation 
about us, and gave one the idea that all 
nature was dead. 5 
Proud of his newly-won prosperty in the Fruit-
vale orchards, Rhoda's father had Franklin 
dressed in fashionable togs for this 1863 portrait. 
Using fresh techniques like this, and by 
describing in vivid detail the geologic formations 
and the various wonders of natural history, 
Rhoda fashioned what specialists now accept as 
a classic of alpine adventure and scientific report-
ing on the frontier. His ultimate boss, Ferdinand 
V. Hayden, always on the lookout for popular 
appeal in his reports, enlisted Rhoda to write the 
next year's report as well. 6 Rh9da illustrated 
these reports with sketches that bespeak a per-
sonal examination of reality, a directness and 
simplicity, and a desire for utility in conveying 
the structure and relationships of rock forma-
tions. Rhoda's was a novel kind of vision then 
developing among various individuals working 
on the frontier surveys. 7 It was an impressive 
start for a young man only twenty-one years old. 
Rhoda returned home to East Oakland in 1875 
and worked during the next five years for his 
father in the family's orchards. Meanwhile, 
casting about hoping to find a satisfying career, 
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his observant eye found targets for a reformer's 
attention. In a number of articles foreshadow-
ing a lifelong inclination, he began attacking 
financiers, especially stockbrokers and real estate 
agents . 8 Not one to discriminate against capital-
ists, he fired in equal wrath at the apparently 
socialistic Irishmen who were organizing the 
labor force in California. 9 
Far from being a bigot, he showed exceptional 
courage in standing up for the Chinese at a time 
when popular sentiments in California blamed 
them for everything from bank failures and 
unemployment to the depression of the 1870s. 
At the height of the craze, in 1877, when San 
Francisco was ablaze with anti-Chinese riots, 
Rhoda rose to the defense of the Chinese in a 
series of articles in a newspaper apparently edited 
by an acquaintance. Cataloging injustice in ugly 
detail, he crucified Mayor Andrew Jackson 
Bryant for trying to bar Chinese immigrants by 
proposing to the Board of Health that Hong Kong 
be labeled an infected port. He charged that : 
''There are many otherwise sensible people who 
entertain an unjust prejudice and a deep hatred 
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(Left) On the Hayden Survey the team climbed 
each summit where Allen D. Wilson would 
measure angles with the theodolite while Rhoda 
made drainage and profile sketches. Photograph 
by William Henry Jackson, 1874. 
of the Chinamen, without being able to assign 
a single sound reason therefor.'' 10 
From his perspective as an employer of farm 
laborers, Rhoda offered some other thoughts: 
Many have said that the Chinamen work 
too cheap, that they have brought down 
the price of labor. To such let me say 
what everybody knows to be a fact, that 
wages are today higher than in the 
Eastern States by many percent .. .. 
With all the great influx of immigration 
the natural resources of the state have 
opened up so fast that the labor supply, 
though large, has not equaled the de-
mand. Now I would not seem to say that 
there is at this moment an opening for 
every unemployed man, but I would say 
to such as really want work, and not 
money without rendering an equivalent 
-work for small wages, yes for your 
board if necessary and help by honest 
labor to bring the hard times to an 
end .11 
(Above) From Hayden's Annual Report for 1874, one of Rhoda's sketches showing the view from 
Mt. Sneffels looking northwest from station 29. These sketches depicted more detail and a truer per-
spective than was possible with contemporary photography. 
In other words, Rhoda blamed union agitators 
for the state's economic woes, not those Chinese 
who worked for cheap wages. At the same time 
he called attention to some sinister implications 
of prejudice that most people overlooked: 
It is strangely true, that there are many 
people as well as newspapers, who will 
hear threats of burning Chinese houses 
and killing Chinamen without a word 
of protest. . . . The people who stand 
by unprotesting when a crime is com-
mitted are always considered as abet-
tors in the crime. [They] . .. are only 
preparing a brand and a scourge which 
in the end shall be used upon them-
selves .12 
M eanwhile the young reformer experi-mented with ways of realizing his emerging ambition for a spiritual com-
mitment. He gave talks to the young members 
of Brooklyn Presbyterian Church in Oakland, 
and wrote essays about spiritual growth and 
salvation. 13 With encouragement from the 
Brooklyn presbytery, he turned away from any 
secular career in December 1880 and created a 
Sunday school in Fruitvale, which he admin-
istered during the next four years . 14 This en-
couraged him to edit a short book of scriptural 
excerpts, called Bible Gems, which he publish-
ed in 1881 as an aid to his Sunday school teach-
ing.15 Then, in the autumn of 1883, he enroll-
ed at San Francisco Theological Seminary, ap-
parently to pursue a career in the Church. 16 But 
Rhoda was not yet ready for the settled life of 
a pastor, and before the end of his first semester 
he dropped out of the seminary . 
Eventually, he would return and complete his 
training at the seminary, but for the next four 
years Rhoda immersed himself in a self-created 
tutorial to explore the frontiers of religious ex-
perience. In May, 1884, he bought half interest 
in a religious newspaper in Oakland, The Day 
Dawn Papers, thereby gaining an editorial pulpit. 
He used it to espouse an offshoot of Christian 
Science called "mind cure." Brought to San 
Francisco by Mrs. Miranda Rice in 1883, this 
new teaching bristled with challenges to more 
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conventional Christianity, upon which the zeal-
ous Rhoda quickly seized. "We are not preach-
ing a revival, or even a reformation, like Luther; 
but a new dispensation like John the Baptist.' " 7 
Rhoda taught mind cure and offered Bible read-
ings in San Francisco at the Grand Pacific Hall 
on Market Street, then worked the streets in his 
spare time, singing, preaching, and selling his 
papers. 18 Soon the mind cure emphasis blended 
with the work of "holiness." 
The time has come when we must pro-
claim a dispensation of holiness, 
wherein all men must be holy, and that 
salvation by justification alone is for-
ever passed away ... . We repudiate 
the idea of a man growing into sancti-
fication, and everywhere declare that 
men enter into it by an instantaneous act 
of faith . We never will admit that holi-
ness is merely an improvement on justi-
fication, but a distinct step forward. 19 
Such teaching in turn emphasized the redeem-
ing power of God's love, instead of his 
vengeance. 
In the past the great motive to urge men 
to seek salvation was, you will die and 
be lost if you put it off, but now note 
how the preaching is changing. Eternal 
hell fire no longer frightens people in-
to getting saved as it once did , but now 
the love of God is what breaks the sin-
ners' hearts, and now we have come to 
the point where we are ready to preach, 
that if they will believe, they shall not 
die.20 
The implication that salvation is personal, that 
it results from choice, and that it entails respon-
sibility was a theme to which Rhoda often 
returned. 
In such pronouncements Rhoda's evolving 
theology parallels that of Dwight L. Moody. 
Moody broufht his campaign to the Bay Area 
in 1880-81/ and Rhoda may have met him. 22 
Both were reforming evangelists, and each 
preached a literal reading of Scripture in order 
to gain personal conunitments from individuals. 
Both men deplored the evils of strong drink. For 
over thirty years before approval of the Eigh-
teenth Amendment in 1919, prohibition, Rhoda 
had been denouncing the evils of drink and 
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fighting for social awareness and legal action. 
He wrote articles supporting the Anti-Saloon 
League, and he applauded the national prohibi-
tion movement. 23 
Also like Moody, Rhoda ardently supported 
theY. M. C. A ., and both men promoted Sun-
day schools. At each of three parishes where he 
subsequently presided, Rhoda either started or 
dramatically expanded the schools. Moody 
started his own interdenominational church, the 
Moody Memorial Church. So did Rhoda, though 
it did not last as long, and Rhoda was only a 
junior partner in what he and W. A. Spurlock 
called the Church of the New Age, organized in 
San Francisco on February 14, 1886. 
Little is known of this Church of the New Age, 
except that its membership was open to all , 
women had an equal footing with men, and in 
its government was quite democratic. Rhoda said 
it was composed of "scattered elements work-
ing under various names, but ... cemented 
together in one grand harmonious whole for the 
advancement of the cause of humanity,'' which 
suggests it was a loose confederation of unor-
thodox religions and secular groups (including 
mind curists) who agreed upon a rather generous 
definition of humanism. Rhoda's comment on its 
doctrine reinforces this impression. ''The only 
creed statement is found in the preamble: 'We 
found this Church for the advancement of the 
Spiritual, Intellectual, Moral and Physical 
24 growth of Man.' " 
In these and other ways Rhoda anticipated 
what became fundamentalism during the 1920s. 
Despite his own rich classical education, and his 
facility with ancient languages, he sometimes 
demonstrated a distaste for bookish learning 
smacking of anti-intellectualism. ''. . . the 
pressure of lessons and lectures so completely 
fills up the [student's] time,'' he remarked only 
two years after finishing his own course at San 
Francisco Seminary. He continued, ''I fear that 
there is a tendency, from some quarters at least , 
to displace a simple Biblical method of instruc-
tion for something more pompous and philosoph-
ical. May the Lord deliver our dear Seminary 
from the philosophy of vain deceit.' '25 
But if some of Rhoda's individuality brought 
him to the rising tide of modern fundamentalism, 
other measured efforts of the man propelled him 
toward possibilities scarcely envisioned except 
by dreamers. Rhoda believed every church 
should take action to improve society, especial-
ly enhancing the lot of the poor. In September 
1885, on launching his second religious paper, 
The Father's Love, Rhoda announced that it was 
"published in the interests of the poor and needy 
of every race and belief. . . . We shall also be 
glad to receive reports of charitable works of all 
kinds, and books and papers on the advanced 
lines of truth. " 26 These convictions endured, 
for in later years, after he became a pastor , he 
saw to it that the parish reached out to numerous 
ethnic groups and causes: blacks, Chinese, 
1exican-Americans, and "Hoofa" Indians (i.e . 
Hupa, indigenous to California); also to schools , 
· d d " t I d " 27 retue seamen, an coun y p e ges. 
Humanity has within itself the remedy 
for its every woe. There is abundance 
of food, and clothing, and money for 
the poor and unfortunate. There is heal-
ing power for every disease. There is 
comfort and sympathy for the lonely, 
the distressed and discouraged. There 
are whole worlds of vastly greater in-
terest to all than vile shows, and drink 
and gambling, and debauchery . There 
is only one thing lacking, but that one 
thing forever keeps the balm from 
reaching the wound. That thing is true 
28 love, perfect love. 
Utopian by temperament, Rhoda's religious 
thought was also free of sectarian narrowness. 
He devoted most of one newspaper to salvation, 
the theme of which he set in the opening para-
graph: "There are twelve gates [to salvation], 
and we have no right to insist that all our brothers 
and sisters shall enter in through one gate. " 29 
Inspired by such broad universalism, and 
building on his early enchantment with the fron-
tier, his personal credo displayed a profound 
respect for nature. To glorify God by appreci-
ating His handiwork in nature was acceptable to 
traditional Christianity; to accept the more an-
cient ways of animism, of mythic integration, 
was decidedly not. It is not certain how far Rhoda 
went, but it is possible that the naturalist in him 
felt deep stirrings that the clergyman chose to 
ignore. He wrote: 
All this leads me to remark that the 
Creator has written two books . One is 
formed of letters and words, the other 
of leaves and flowers, and trees and 
water , and air and rock, and rain and 
snow, and sunshine and stars and cloud, 
the thunder, the cyclone and the earth-
quake. Some read one book, some the 
other. Most people read neither, nor de-
sire to learn even the alphabet. One 
book is the complement of the other. He 
who reads one to the neglect of the other 
has only a one-sided development. The 
prophets and apostles, like their Master, 
were exceedingly familiar with 
nature. 30 
The indivisibility of nature and religion here 
proclaimed was similar to other unities Rhoda 
celebrated during the latter part of his life. But 
these mellower insights did not emerge until after 
long labor, and some difficult moments . The 
years 1889-1914, the middle years of his life, 
proved to be the most productive in terms of the 
deeds for which Rhoda is remembered. On the 
other hand, he wrote no essays during these 
years, signaling a significant, though temporary, 
shift in his priorities . 
In November 1886 Rhoda's father died; coin-
cidentally, his newspaper, The Father's Love, ex-
pired the same month. Rhoda's next activities are 
unknown, but then in the autumn .of 1887 he 
resumed his studies at San Francisco Theological 
Seminary, finally graduating in 1889. He was 
ordained a Presbyterian minister on October 18, 
1889, and he assumed the pulpit at Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, in South San Francisco, 
before the end of the year. 31 On April 16, 1890, 
he took a further step towards reconciliation with 
respectability by marrying Clara Rebecca 
Williams, the daughter of a former landlady who 
had helped him establish his Church of the New 
Age. 
For the next twenty-six years Rhoda devoted himself to the reform and advancement of the established church. After three years 
at Memorial Presbyterian, he took time out for 
temperance work in San Francisco, but in 1895 
another needy flock drew him back to pastoral 
life, this time at Valona Presbyterian in Selby, 
a suburb of Crockett. He remained four years 
at Valona, until an opportunity presented itself 
to come home in 1899 and take over Fruitvale 
Presbyterian. 
It was a time of religious change in America. 
The Protestant laity , confused by the abstruse 
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Franklin Rhoda and Clara Rebecca (Bessie) Williams on their 
wedding day, April16, 1890. They chose this date to coincide 
with the twenty-fifth wedding anniversm)' of her parents. 
doctrines of theologians, and disheartened by 
their polemics, either drifted away from older 
beliefs or took refuge in comforting ritual. Rhoda 
was one of those crusaders who reversed this 
trend by injecting evangelical enthusiasm into the 
Presbyterian Church. He did so by preaching 
twice on Sundays, leading prayer meetings 
before regular services, and also on Wednesday 
evenings, instituting evening and song services 
scores of times during each year, and by inviting 
other evangelists to preach. At the same time he 
became a successful parish organizer, who in-
creased church memberships, built financial sup-
port, and mobilized resources for charity. He en-
couraged volunteer societies, aided missionaries, 
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started a choir, and continued the war on 
saloons . 32 
Ironically, as parish finances waxed under his 
leadership, the personal fortune inherited from 
his father dwindled. Neither he nor his wife 
managed money carefully, and as their family 
grew they moved out of smaller houses to find 
larger ones, abandoning the furniture and buy-
ing everything new. They raised ten children 
(one of whom died in childhood) and survived 
on a salary that never exceeded $100 a month 
by selling pieces of the patrimonial estate. 
By 1916, when he retired from Fruitvale Pres-
byterian, he had established a well-deserved 
reputation as an energetic reformer of conser-
vative persuasion . Subsequently, he was invited 
to serve for several months as Pastoral Visitor 
at First Presbyterian Church of Oakland, and he 
commanded the lecturn for the Point Arena Pres-
33 p h' byterian Church between 1920-22 . reac mg 
consumed him for over forty years, but as the 
public man retired the private man sought other 
ties - close, personal ones suited to the mood 
of harmony that brightened his last years. 
He began to find a new direction in life short-
ly before leaving Fruitvale Presbyterian. In an 
essay published in 1914 he again demonstrated 
his keen eye and searching mind, by developing 
portraits of people and natural settings in the Bay 
Area. At first he rekindled his love of nature by 
eulogizing redwoods, wild flowers, pristine 
beaches, fruit horticulture, and farmers who 
combatted erosion. Rediscovering tidelands was 
. a particular tonic . 
I suppose everyone who has one spark 
of romance or poetry has felt the sub-
tle influences that come from the cease-
less motion and endless dashing of the 
breakers on the shore . As I listen it 
seems as if the hoary ocean were strug-
gling to speak to ears too dull to hear. 
It seems like some great mystery that 
you strain to hear and comprehend, but 
which eternally eludes you. · 
In an aside, he asked a question that had prob-
ably been gnawing at him as he sought a reorien-
tation in life after years of tense struggles of his 
own. 
No, why do not men instead of wear-
ing their nerves to a frazzle in their 
business, until they are sent to an 
asylum or pull the trigger, why do they 
not revert to nature , set up their camp 
Franklin and Bessie Rhoda posed for this photograph with their children in 1906. 
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by the seashore and with the cobble-
stones for a stove and the sand for a bed 
drink in the nervine of the briny air?34 
He especially loved old trees, and spoke of 
them with reverence. "A community with a taste 
for history and romance and a due sense of grat-
itude,'' he roared upon learning the city fathers 
of Oakland had cut down a pear tree planted 
sixty-four years ago, ''would have pruned and 
sprayed and fertilized that tree, and built a neat 
wall about it.' ' 35 Instead, too many people sub-
mitted to the pressures of growth, which Rhoda 
satirized in this portrait of a realtor . 
You could recognize a real estate agent 
as he drove about in his buggy by the 
triumphant wave of his hand over the 
landscape as he showed a "Prospect" 
how easy it was to live on pure air and 
sunshine and become a capitalist in a 
season out of the wonderful soil. 36 
Long before ecology became a popular in-
terest, Rhoda was pointing to the subtle ways 
nature weaves its parts together. ' 'If all the birds 
were gone, in ten years or less every orchard and 
vineyard would turn into withered snags; the 
grain and grass fields would be no more, and the 
great forests would become bare masts.'' Sound-
ing distinctly modern, he warned: "Now it has 
come to be generally held as sober truth by those 
who have studied the subject that the extinction 
of the birds would mean the extinction of the 
human race in a very few seasons. ' ' 37 Like his 
famous contemporary, John Muir, Rhoda was 
what one biographer of Muir has called an ' 'in-
tuitive ecologist,'' the sort of person who ''was 
drawn to biotic communities, not individual 
species . . . long before the growth of ecology 
as a branch of biology.' '38 
The comparison with Muir is instructive . 
Despite different careers and lifestyles, both men 
revered nature, saw it whole, and pioneered the 
idea of experiencing it directly in order to enrich 
human existence more fully. Both men reserved 
a special place in their hearts for trees. They 
were suspicious of professors, book learning, 
and the specialization of experts. They each 
deplored improvements that infringed on nature's 
empire. Muir scorned traditional Christianity, 
but gloried in a pantheistic acknowledgment of 
the Creator, which, ironically enough, may not 
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be far from where Rhoda, the clergyman, wound 
up after his long and bruising hegira. Each in 
his own way - Muir abruptly, Rhoda gently -
preached the message of modern environmental-
ism: that man is but one of many interdependent 
parts of the earth who possesses no inherent right 
to dominate the others. 
Yet differences with Muir underline Rhoda 's 
originality. Muir always found comfort alone in 
the wilderness, and frequently belittled the trap-
pings of civilization. Rhoda believed that " a 
close acquaintance with nature is good and 
wholesome as an antidote for our city artificiali·· 
ty,'' but unlike Muir, and many later conserva-
tionists, Rhoda's wider involvement with peo-
ple enabled him to see a deeper bond between 
nature and mankind. "Speaking of cities, let us 
not set up the country against the city,'' he urg-
ed. ''The human mass of the city, too, is a God-
created forest, filled with all kinds of unexplored 
recesses and undiscovered treasures, which all 
the vandals and superficial statisticians cannot 
greatly mar or obscure. ' '39 
Drawing on this abiding interest in people , 
Rhoda became a pioneer once again, this time 
as an early exponent of local history. True, he 
structured his ''Ancient History of Fruitvale' ' 
around standard antiquarian subjects: the pioneer 
citizens of Fruitvale, the earliest public transpor-
tation, churches, and schools. But he blended in-
to this cursory survey (confined to three news-
paper articles) a succinct economic history of the 
region, identifying the ecological conditions that 
made it one of the state's leading orchard areas. 
He traced the land titles of these orchards, and 
summarized the history ofland prices over nearly 
half a century . 40 
In "The Lights of Lincoln Avenue" Rhoda 
perambulated the main street of Fruitvale to iden-· 
tify the famous persons who had once lived there, 
even if briefly . John C. Fremont, from a van-
tage point Rhoda later located for a commemo-
rative park, had seen the setting sun drop exact-
ly into the gap between the promontories of the 
coastal range which he named the Golden Gate. 
Albert Bierstadt had come along to paint the same 
scene, and Joaquin Miller paused nearby to com-
pose poems. 
In addition to these famous residents Rhoda 
identified a number of obscure but talented peo-
ple, like the poets Isabel Darling and Adeline 
Knapp, the sculptress Gertrud Boyle, the painter 
Grace Fountain , and such Japanese writers as 
Nato San, Kugi San, and Yoni Noguchi. 4 1 In 
telling their stories he sketched more than ·a 
literary pantheon, stimulated by local pride, for 
Rhoda called attention to an early artists and 
writers' colony, along the lines of what began 
in Taos at the end of the nineteenth century. To-
day we would call such research cultural history. 
Of all his venerated heroes, Henderson Luell-
ing stood tallest, and in discovering him Rhoda 
reached his peak as an historian - in the decided-
ly modern fashion of the Roots phenomenon. A 
fellow pioneer who had traveled the Oregon 
Trail, Luelling was the Quaker preacher who 
brought the first fruit trees to Oregon in 184 7, 
then to California in 1849. (The pear tree whose 
demise Rhoda so bewailed had been planted by 
Luelling .) In 1860 Rhoda's father purchased a 
portion of Luelling's ranch in the East Bay to 
· begin his_ own orchards. Luelling died in 1878 
and was buried in an unmarked grave at Moun-
tain View Cemetery in Oakland, an indignity so 
troubling to Rhoda that in several thoroughly 
researched articles he combined economic and 
personal history to show that Henderson Luell-
ing was the founder of the fruit industry on the 
west coast. 42 By publicizing Luelling and others 
whom he esteemed, Rhoda inadvertently saved 
himself from oblivion. 
Before his death in 1929, Rhoda also spoke out on a number of contemporary issues . In 1926 he confronted those progressive 
reformers who would excuse a murderer on the 
grounds that "a man is and must be what his en-
vironment compels him to be." With withering 
logic he argued that acceptance of such argu-
ments ''would abolish every court of justice, 
every rrison, and discharge every police-
man.' '4 Abandoning the class hostilities of 
some earlier writings, he preached harmony be-
tween business and labor. He invited newspapers 
to renounce yellow journalism and report the 
good news. He mocked the cynics who denied 
that man could improve. He laughed at evolu-
tionists, but just as ruthlessly made fun of crea-
tionists. He satirized the modem pace of life, and 
the phony prophets of progress. In a time ofram-
pant materialism and conformity, so well satir-
ized then by Sinclair Lewis' Babbitt, Rhoda's 
mature years exemplified confident idealism and 
robust individuality. 44 
In summary , Rhoda began his career as a 
pioneering surveyor in the West , which seems 
to have been a formative experience, as the spirit 
of exploration invigorated all his later work. That 
spirit was born in the search for new places and 
new opportunities; it led to new ideas and vistas. 
It produced a breed of men blessed with curiosi-
ty, enterprise, ingenuity, and versatility as well 
as ambition, and sometimes a sense of righteous 
urgency contributing to rivalry . That character-
ization fits Rhoda, as well as all the more famous 
explorers from Zebulon Pike and John C. Fre-
mont to Ferdinand V. Hayden and Clarence 
King. 
Imbued with that spirit, Rhoda tirelessly con-
fronted new circumstances, and he often fashion-
ed innovative techniques , whether in solving 
problems of landscape description, converting 
the godless , or sniffing out historical sources. 
Resourceful and self-confident, Rhoda used his 
powers of persuasion to promote social reforms, 
especially those benefitting minorities and the 
underprivileged. He deplored the vulgarity and 
violence of popular journalism, and in all he 
wrote set an example of high-mindedness. He 
wanted to abolish alcohol, prostitution, and 
gambling not just because of their sordidness, 
but because they preyed on the very people 
whose personal dignity and autonomy were 
already most threatened. 
On the other hand, his zeal to reform was 
balanced by heavy borrowing from tradition. 
Thus, while he worked to improve the material 
conditions of the poor , he balked at the popular 
obsession with progress , since that meant need-
less destruction of the natural world. And while 
he exhorted his parishioners to support the un-
fortunate, he inclined to older charities rather 
than the sort of efforts requiring governmental 
intervention, such as legalization of unions, child 
labor laws, housing reform, and minimum wage 
laws. Similarly in his temperance work, Rhoda 
showed no fondness for government-initiated 
reform, preferring to work through the local 
chapter of a volunteer organization, the Anti-
Saloon League. Rhoda distrusted most experts, 
with their reams of sociological facts, which he 
found superficial, and which he feared would 
provide excuses, both for making government 
more impersonal and individuals less respon-
sible. 
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Preferring the personal and holistic approach, 
Rhoda's writings on religion, social reform, 
nature and history show that he relied more r. 
direct experience than exhaustive research; ttiat 
he borrowed ideas and enthusiasm from others, 
but relied on a sometimes poetic intuition to for-
mulate his own course of thought or action . 
In these respects Rhoda embodied the bracing 
vitality of individual self-reliance . His trust in 
the individual to bring about beneficial change 
grew from the twin assumptions that man is 
basically good and is capable of sponsoring his 
own improvement, indeed salvation. More than 
that, he believed that different ethnic groups 
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FRENCH PLACE NAMES 
IN 
CALIFORNIA 
Ellsworth Pence 
"The first French mention of California gold had appeared in the Journal des Debats in November 
[1848]. In January a ship was announced for San Francisco, and a company, 'Expedition franc;aise 
pour les mines d'or de Sacramento,' was selling shares. The gold rush would ultimately carry off 
Frenchmen by the thousands, many of them the beneficiaries of a grandiose lottery; the French in 
turn would have a great impact on California. ' ' 
(Donald Dale Jackson, Gold Dust) 
Since the French first came to California in 
great numbers, seeking prosperity and opportuni-
ty, they have been absorbed into the main-
stream.* Their impact, of which Jackson speaks, 
although undoubtedly significant, has become in-
creasingly difficult to measure. The existence of 
the French Hospital in Los Angeles, of a French 
newspaper printed in San Francisco, of a French 
Basque restaurant in Alturas or of a Paul Masson 
winery in the Salinas Valley may be an occa-
sional reminder of that Gallic portion of our cos-
mopolitan underpinnings, but the average ob-
server seldom reflects on the historical roots of 
these phenomena or even suspects the extent of 
France's effect on our cultural landscape. And 
yet, the evidence exists and, to the peruser of 
maps, continues to be visible. 
Ellsworth Pence holds a Ph.D. in French Language 
and Literature from the University of Wisconsin at 
Madison and teaches at Humboldt State University in 
Arcata, California. He is researching French place 
names in all the western states for future publications. 
This work lists some three hundred place 
names in California that are directly or indirect-
ly of French origin, but even so it does not pre-
tend to be complete. Most of the names given 
are still on current maps . All, even the most un-
imaginative among them, have a story, though 
not always knowable, and all record the com-
mon urge to link some level of human achieve-
ment, aspiration, or mere existence with a geo-
graphical place. Here then is the corroboration 
of the French presence upon the land, and in-
deed, apparent and enduring proof of a particular 
influence upon the history of the state. 
The first to come were the seafarers. France 
had an interest in colonizing California as early 
as the end of the seventeenth century, and several 
French voyages touched points on the Califor-
nia coast throughout the century that followed. 1 
However, the first landfall in northern Cali for-
*This is the first of a three-part series. The references 
which are listed here will be appended at the end of 
the last installment. 
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nia occurred on September 15, 1786, when Jean-
Fran<;:cois de Ga1aup, Comte de La Perouse, ar-
rived at Monterey with his two ships Boussole 
and Astrolabe. Louis XVI had charged La 
Perouse, accompanied by astronomers, natural-
ists, and artists, to conduct a scientific expedi-
tion in the Pacific in the wake of James Cook's 
discoveries . La Perouse's travels from Alaska 
to California also permitted him to evaluate the 
potential of the fur trade, and the report of his 
ten-day stay in Monterey was given with an eye 
to the possibilities of colonization . La Perouse 
continued his voyage to the western Pacific, 
which ended with his eventual mysterious dis-
appearance near New Zealand in 1788. While 
several features in the Pacific, principally La 
Perouse Strait between Sakhalin Island and Hok-
kaido, commemorate his voyage, there is no 
name in California to mark his visit.2 
In the first half of the nineteenth century sev~ 
eral French expeditions followed La Perouse's 
example and made ports of call in California. 
Although primarily exploratory or commercial 
in nature, these visits held obvious political im-
plications. Spain watched nervously as France 
joined Russia, England, and the United States in 
vying for the future of California. In 1817-1818 
the Bordelais, under the command of Lieutenant 
Camille de Roquefeuil, anchored three times in 
San Francisco Bay for the purpose of trade and 
reprovisioning. 3 Ten years later in 1827 
Auguste Bernard Duhaut-Cilly arrived in San 
Francisco in the Heros. Although the voyage was 
a financial failure, Duhaut-Cilly's observations 
of the California land were at least recorded for 
his compatriots. 4 
After 1830 French interest in California in-
creased as the new regime of Louis-Philippe tried 
to rebuild the colonial empire France had lost 
during the Seven Years War. Herbert Bancroft 
lists visits by four French ships between 1836 
and 1840, eight more for 1841 to 1845, and 
another eight between 1846 and 1848.5 Worthy 
of mention among the first group were the ar-
rivals of Captains Abel du Petit-Thouars in the 
Venus (1837) and Cyrille Pierre Theodore 
Laplace, commanding the Artemise (1839). 
Sanctioned by the French government, both ex-
peditions engaged in commercial, scientific and 
quasi-diplomatic activities and both leaders pub-
lished extensive reports of their observations . 6 
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The mission of Eugene Duflot de Mofras com-
pletes the list of important official visits by the 
French to California in the years before the Gold 
Rush and statehood. Attached to the French 
delegation in Mexico, De Mofras was sent by 
the foreign minister specifically to gather infor-
mation pertinent to the expansion of French 
political and commercial interest in the Pacific 
Northwest. In 1841-1842 De Mofras explored 
the settlements of Alta California, including Sut-
ter's Fort , and traveled by ship to Fort Van-
couver, the base of the Hudson's Bay Company 
operations on the Columbia. His "spying" was 
methodical and thorough and his findings were 
published two years later. 7 
As a result of De Mofras' visit and those which 
preceded his, France's interest in California was 
heightened to the point that for the next few years 
she obviously entertained the notion of bringing 
that far province under French rule. The arrivals 
of acting consul Louis Gasquet in 1845 and of 
the first permanent French consul Jacob Antoine 
Moerenhout the year following were overt indi-
cations of the intentions of the Orleanist regime . 
Had France acted sooner and more earnestly on 
the information she enjoyed through these visits 
and had the French naval presence in the Pacific 
been stronger, there might have been some ques-
tion whether the Americans would take the rich 
plum of California from the Mexicans without 
French opposition. However, when the plum was 
ripest for the picking, two events occurred that 
ended all hope - internal troubles in Louis· 
Philippe's regime leading to the Revolution of 
1848 and the discovery of gold in California. 
This then was the first French "invasion" of 
California. It came from the sea and, with but 
one exception, it left no permanent stamp upon 
California's toponymy. The distinguished names 
of La Perouse, Duhaut-Cilly, Du Petit-Thouars, 
Laplace, and De Mofras do not appear on maps 
of California. Most of the places they visited had 
already been named by the Spanish long before . 
Ironically, it was a lesser French sea captain, one 
later charged with fraud in a San Francisco land 
claim scandal, who left his name on the land . 
In 1841 Jose Yves Limantour wrecked his ship 
at the mouth of an estuary that today bears his 
8 
name. 
The French names that have persisted came 
from men who used the land, whether to harvest 
furs, grapes, or gold. Although by far the great-
est number of French place names in California 
are due to the influx of French miners during the 
Gold Rush, one must look first to the penetra~ 
tion of Northern California by the French-
Canadians of the Hudson's Bay Company. Peter 
Skene Ogden was apparently the first employee 
of the Honourable Company to explore the trap-
ping possibilities of California when he worked 
the Shasta River in 1826. The earliest company 
brigade expressly sent to California was led by 
Alexander Roderick McLeod, for whom the 
McCloud River was named, and it reached the 
Central Valley by 1828 or 1829. McLeod estab-
lished the trail that later trappers would use: up 
the Rogue River to the Applegate and Upper 
Klamath Lake, then east of Mount Shasta to the 
Pit River, and down the Pit to the Sacramento 
Valley. 9 The beaver prospects were promising 
and by 1832 annual brigades were entering Cali-
fornia to trap and trade with the Indians for pelts . 
In the fall of 1832 Ewing Young encountered 
Michel Laframboise on the American River at 
the head of a large force of Hudson's Bay Com-
pany trappers. In that same year Laframboise, 
one of the company's best brigade commanders, 
is said to have founded French Camp near pre-
sent day Stockton. 10 This was the company's 
southernmost post and it was visited annually by 
the Oregon brigades until 1843. Two years later 
the Hudson's Bay Company closed out its affairs 
in California. Opposition to its trapping and 
business practices had grown over the years. As 
early as 1834 Laframboise was ordered away 
from the Sonoma area by the commandant 
Mariano Vallejo." It was the Company's intent 
to strip the country of beaver, not only for prof-
it but, as agents of the British government, to 
make the country less desirable for Americans. 
However, it was a losing battle. In the early 
1840s American emigrants began entering 
Oregon and California in ever-increasing num-
bers. War between Mexico and the United States 
was on the horizon and the settlement of the 
Oregon boundary dispute would soon force the 
Company to withdraw from the American North-
west entirely. If other considerations were need-
ed, the beaver was disappearing as was the de-
mand for its fur. 12 
During the period of their activities in the in-
terior valleys of California the French-Canadians 
of the company's brigades left their imprint on 
the land. In the names of Cache Creek and 
French Camp the evidence is strong. Lafram-
boise himself is supposed to have named the but-
tes of Butte County . The men of the Bonaven-
tura brigades had ranged far and wide through 
the mountains and river valleys of Northern 
California. How many of these isolated peaks, 
meadows, or mysterious French Creeks, named 
for "French" settlers, are not indeed memorials 
to Hudson's Bay Company trappers . Perhaps 
they found the perfect spots to retire, as did many 
others at French Prairie on the Willamette in 
Oregon. 
In addition to the official visitors and French-
Canadian trappers, a few native Frenchmen ar-
rived in California before 1848. These settlers 
usually came via Mexico, South America, the 
Sandwich Islands, Tahiti, and Louisiana. 13 
Perhaps the first permanent California resident 
to come from France was Jean-Louis Vignes (ca. 
1779-1862), a native of Cadillac, near Bordeaux. 
He left France in 1826 for an agricultural ven-
ture in the Sandwich Islands. There and in Los 
Angeles, where he arrived in 1831 or 1832, he 
practiced his dual craft of cooper and distiller . 
With cuttings imported from France via Boston 
and Cape Horn, Vignes established a vineyard 
near present-day Alameda and Aliso streets and 
was soon producing fine wines and aguardiente. 
He was also probably the first orchardist to grow 
oranges in Los Angeles (1834). In 1839 a 
nephew, Pierre Sainsevain, joined Don Luis on 
his El Alisal Rancho and worked with him until 
a brother, Jean-Louis Sainsevain, arrived in 
1855. The latter bought his uncle's estate and the 
Sainsevain brothers operated their own wine 
business for almost a decade. Vignes, who had 
become prominent and wealthy, was the first of 
several French or French-Canadians to contri-
bute greatly to the pioneer economy of Cali-
fornia.14 
If there were only a few dozen French in Cali-
fornia before gold was discovered, that number 
had swelled to some 32,000 by May 18, 1853. 
Such was the estimate of Etienne Derbec, owner 
and operator of the Echo du Pacifique, the most 
important and longest-lived French newspaper 
in California. 15 As soon as James Marshall's 
discovery became public early in 1848, reports 
of fabulous opportunities began to flow to 
France. The French consul at Monterey, Jacques 
Antoine Moerenhout, moved his residence to San 
Francisco, which had become the center of ac-
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tivity, and headed for the mines to see for him-
self. He spent more than six weeks touring the 
diggings and sent a complete report with samples 
of California gold to his home country. The first 
news reached France in October or November 
of 1848, and by February 1849 it was widespread 
and generally accepted. The news excited the na-
tion, its private citizens and its government. 16 
The first fairly large group of Frenchmen, 
about forty, arrived in San Francisco on Septem-
ber 14, 1849, aboard La Meuse. For the next 
several years the French arrived in El Dorado 
by the thousands from all walks of life and social 
stations and for every imaginable reason. Com-
panies were formed for many purposes: to col-
onize, to exploit the mines, to promote agri-
culture, real estate, or commerce and to specu-
late. There were at least eighty-three such com-
panies with names like La Californienne, La 
Toison d'Or [the Golden Fleece], L'Eldorado, 
Les Mineurs Belges, Le Nouveau Monde and 
even La Societe de Jesus et de Marie. The news-
papers in France published every scrap of infor-
mation available on the gold fields, whether true 
or imagined. They ran advertisements for the for-
mation of new companies, sometimes with 
fraudulent claims. 17 
The government also became involved in Cal-
ifornia adventures. It sponsored and organized 
the most famous of these companies, the Societe 
des Lingots d'Or. To raise money a grand lot-
tery was held. The first prize was a golden in-
got worth 400,000 francs, and with the proceeds 
5000 poor emigrants would be sent to the gold 
fields. Alexandre Dumas, fils, was hired to write 
a publicity brochure. The venture ended in law-
suits and bankruptcy, but at least 3885 French-
men obtained their passage in this manner. In 
general, the group arrived too late to profit from 
the easy wealth which they had been promised. 
However, the Lingots, as they were called, most 
of them from Paris, came to form the major por-
tion of the French colony in California. 18 
As a group the French did not fare well in the 
mines. They could not work the diggings as a 
company. In handfuls of four and six they scat-
tered into the ravines and gulches of every min-
ing district. The French who came to the mines 
felt more comfortable with their own country-
men, understandably , and groups often coalesced 
to form predominantly French concentrations. 
Hence, from the Trinity and Scott rivers in the 
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extreme north to the Feather, Yuba and Amer-
ican in central California and from the Mokel-
umne to Sonora in the Southern District we find 
dozens of French Camps, French Bars , French 
Creeks and French Hills . These miners retained 
their national identity, refusing to learn English 
or integrate with their Anglo-Saxon neighbors . 
They generally considered Americans to be a 
barbarous and uncultured race and freferred the 
company of Spanish-Americans.' This clan-
nishness worked against them, often making 
them the target of anti-foreign agitation. When 
the oppressive Foreign Miners Tax was imposed 
in 1850, a veritable "French Revolution " 
erupted, particularly in the Jackson, Mokelumne 
Hill and Murphys area. Clinging as much as pos-
sible to the life they had known in France, they 
seemed unable or unwilling to conform to this 
pioneer existence and many, those who could af-
ford it, returned to France disgruntled and dis-
illusioned. 20 
Those who did remain, however, gradually ad-
justed to the new environment and made valuable 
contributions to the recently formed state of 
California, particularly in or near the large cities. 
As importers of fine merchandise, hotel and res-
taurant keepers, journalists, artists, engineers , 
vintners and ranchers, the French have, over the 
decades, brought a special quality to the cosmo-
politan nature of the state. Among these were the 
Vache family, whose wine-making activity in the 
Cienega district of San Benito County is traced 
to the 1830s; the Sainsevain brothers already 
mentioned; the Santa Clara Valley horticultural·· 
ists Louis Pellier, Antoine Delmas and Louis 
Prevost; Prudent Beaudry, who arrived from 
Canada in 1850 and began investing in Los 
Angeles real estate in 1867; and Paul Masson, 
who received his training from another French 
vineyardist in California, Charles Lefranc, 
founder of the New Almaden winery around 
1860.21 
The last to migrate to California in appreciable 
numbers were the Basques. Spanish Basques had 
been present during the period of Mexican rule , 
three of them serving as governors. Basque 
sheepherders moved to the state's interior, par-
ticularly to the northeast around Alturas and to 
Kern County. Basques from the French part of 
the Pyrenees arrived later, principally at the end 
of World War II, and they settled mainly in San 
Francisco, Bakersfield, Fresno and La Puente, 
French miners at work. 
east of Los Angeles. 22 
French-Canadian trappers, French miners and 
vintners, French-speaking Swiss settlers, Basque 
sheepmen, American-born immigrants of French 
ancestry - all have left their mark in the names 
of California towns, mountains, creeks, lakes 
and meadows . But what constitutes a French 
place name? A case could be made that one 
should consider only those names derived from 
persons for whom French was the native lan-
guage, whether they were French in origin, 
Swiss, Belgian, Basque, or Canadian. Fremont 
then would have no place here, for, although his 
father was French-born and he himself spoke 
fluent French, he was undeniably American. The 
Le Contes and others with more or less distant 
French lineage would also be excluded, as would 
those named ''French'' with no such ancestry. 
There is a problem too with those French Creeks 
and Bars named by miners who mistakenly 
thought the language spoken by their foreign 
neighbors was French. In scanning the USGS 
quadrangles , I also encountered many names that 
seemed French but, after investigation, turned 
out to be false leads. Among these are Bouquet, 
Carmet, Clovis, La Tour, Metz, Noel, and Nord. 
I decided to solve the problem by including 
any name that indeed proved to be related to 
French-speaking persons and any that merely ap-
peared to be. I justified this all-inclusive ap-
proach with the knowledge that others may also 
hold false assumptions about the origins of cer-
tain names and that such a compilation would 
help dispel them. 
California may, upon further detailed examina-
tion, yield many more French names than those 
listed here . Those I have provided, however, are 
the most visible and are certainly representative 
of the total. 
Ideally, the toponymist, like the journalist, 
would like to be able to answer the who, why, 
when and how of each naming; when it proves 
impossible, there is a nagging sense of disquiet. 
The only comfort lies in the hope that readers 
will help fill the gaps or realign the truth . Let 
this serve as an invitation to do so. 
Work of this nature relies on bits and pieces 
drawn from a multiplicity of sources. I wish to 
cite particularly two major volumes that now 
serve as the starting point for all place name 
research in California: Erwin Gudde's Califor-
nia Place Names (CPN in the text) and Califor-
nia Gold Camps (CGC). Finally, I acknowledge 
the many local historical societies and museums 
which have answered my solicitations for infor-
mation and the numerous workers for these 
organizations and county libraries who have 
given me personal direction. 
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ABADI CREEK (Ventura) : T6N, R23W, seven miles 
northwest of Wheeler Springs, it flows into Adobe 
Creek. It was named for the French-born Abadie fami-
ly which had several members in the area in the early 
days . William Abadie, of Ventura County , was natu-
ralized in Santa Barbara in 1859. A Fabien Abadie 
was murdered in Lytle Creek Canyon (San Bernar-
dino County) in 1864 when the wash from his hydrau-
lic gold mining at Texas Point began to damage agri-
cultural activity downstream . Domingo Abadie was 
murdered in Ventura in 1868 just two days after he 
had appealed to the court that he was being threaten-
ed . (Ricard, "Place Names of Ventura County") 
AGASSIZ, MOUNT (Inyo/Fresno): southeast of 
Bishop Pass in Kings Canyon National Park and John 
Muir Wilderness (elevation 13,891 feet) . Named for 
Louis Agassiz (1807-1873), a world-famous Swiss-
born geologist and paleontologist, responsible for im-
pmtant advances in the study of fish forms, fossils and 
the role of glaciers in soil composition. He came to 
the United States in 1846 to study and lecture. Agassiz 
accepted a professorship in zoology and geology at 
Harvard, where he stayed from 1847 to 1873. He led 
a scientific excursion to California in 1871 . Agassiz, 
a superior teacher of science, revolutionized the study 
of natural history in nineteenth-century America. Ac-
cording to Farquhar (Place Names of the High Sierra) , 
the peak was named Agassiz Needle by Lilbourne A. 
Winchell in 1879. 
ALGERINE CAMP (Tuolumne): TIN, R14E, three 
and a half miles southeast of Jamestown. Algerine 
Creek flows into Curtis Creek just north of the site . 
It was first called Providence Camp, then Algiers, then 
Algerine Camp; it is situated in Algiers Gulch. Rich 
gold deposits were first discovered by a Frenchman 
in February, 1853. The settlement had eight hundred 
voters at one time. The placers were exhausted by 
1867 but not before producing a total value of 2.5 
million dollars (Gudde, CGC). It appears on Sonora 
1948 quadrangle as Algerine. The conquest of Algeria 
by the French began under Charles X in 1830 and was 
nearly complete by the end of Louis Philippe's regime 
in 1848. It is assumed that the currency of the issue 
accounted in some manner for the naming . 
AMEDEE* (Lassen): T28N, R16E, southeast of 
Wendel near Honey Lake. Railhead of the Nevada, 
California and Oregon Railroad for nine years around 
1890. The NCO RR was bought in 1884 by Amedee 
Moran, member of a New York banking firm . When 
the railhead moved north to Termo (derived from "ter-
minus"), Madeline, Alturas, and on into Oregon, the 
settlement of Amedee disappeared. The site is shown 
on W . Elliott Judge's Wagon Road Map of Califor-
nia, 1914, but ceases to exist soon thereafter (Garate, 
Termo to Madeline) . 
AMEDEE CANYON: T29N, R16E, stream flows 
southwest through the canyon from the Amedee Moun-
tains toward Honey Lake. 
AMEDEE HOT SPRINGS: T28N, R16E, one mile 
east of Honey Lake. 
AMEDEE MOUNTAINS: T29N, R16E, twelve 
miles east of Wendel. 
ANTOINE (or ANTONE) CANYON (Placer) : 
T15N , R12E, five miles northwest of French 
Meadows Reservoir . Stream flows through it south 
into Screwauger Canyon. Gold first discovered here 
by Antoine, a half-breed Indian who had come from 
Crow country with Jim Beckwourth. While prospect-
ing in the Pilot Hill area in the winter of 1849-1850, 
he admitted to the mysterious killings of several In-
dians and left his friend Lawrence Bargy to prospect 
alone. He wandered into the canyon that bears his 
name in June 1850 and returned to Bargy that fall with 
$1500 in dust (Angel, History of Placer County) . 
ARNOT CREEK (Alpine): T7N, R20E, flows south 
from Arnot Peak into the Clark Fork of the Stanislaus 
River. Named for Nathaniel D. Arnot, superior court 
judge of Alpine County, 1879-1904 (Gudde, CPN). 
ARNOT PEAK: T7N, R20E, sixteen miles south of 
Markleeville in the Carson-Iceberg Wilderness (eleva-
tion 10,081 feet). 
ARTOIS (Glenn): T20N, R3W, six miles north of 
Willows. Named Germantown by popular vote in 1876 
since most of the early settlers were German. A post 
office was established in 1877. In 1918, the name was 
changed to Artois for the French province on the 
Western Front in World War I. The Post Office De-
partment accepted the new name on May 22, 1918 
(Gudde, CPN). 
BEAUMONT (Riverside): T3S, R1W, twenty-five 
miles east of Riverside . It is one of four Beaumonts 
in the United States. Originally called Edgar Station 
for the physician who accompanied the survey party 
there in the early 1850s; in 1875 the name was changed 
to Summit and in 1884 to San Gorgonio for the near-
by mountain. In 1887 a group of capitalists bought 
the townsite and gave it the French name meaning 
"beautiful mountain" (Gudde, CPN) : 
(An asterisk following a name indicates that it is obsolete.) 
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BELMONT (San Mateo): just south of San Mateo to 
the west of San Francisco Bay. One of fourteen Bel-
monts in the United States and a variation of Beau-
mont (Fr., "beautiful mountain"). The town devel-
oped around a hotel built in 1850-1851 . It was named 
by Steinburger and Beard for a "symmetrically round-
ed eminence'' nearby (Moore and DePue's Illustrated 
Hist01y of San Mateo County; Gudde, CPN). 
BELMONT CREEK: flows from the west, south of 
the town into Belmont Slough. 
BELMONT HILL: south of Belmont Creek in San 
Carlos. 
BELMONT SLOUGH: a continuation of Belmont 
Creek emptying into San Francisco Bay south of Foster 
City. 
BETTERA VIA (Santa Barbara): in the Santa Maria 
Valley six miles southwest of Santa Maria. Named for 
bette rave (Fr., "sugar beet"). The settlement was 
founded in 1898 by the Union Sugar Company when 
it selected this site for its factory due to the abundance 
of available water required in the sugar extraction pro-
cess (O'Neill, Hist01y of Santa Barbara County). 
BIG FRENCH CREEK (Trinity): T5N, R8E, emp · 
ties into the Trinity River from the north about onr: 
mile east of Del Lorna . It was named for early French 
goldminers in the area. According to one, Ernest de 
Massey, who sailed from Le Havre on the brig Ceres 
and arrived at Big Bar on the Trinity in May, 1850: 
" . . . some of our companions of the Ceres were 
camping on the shores of the Trinity about four miles 
below the place called Big Bar - they were among 
the first to pan along this river. . " (A Frenchman 
in the Gold Rush) . 
· ·~~;.... .. 
Courtesy ol Dr. Mary Ellen Boyllng, College ol Notre Dame 
This grand Victorian mansion, now the center 
of the College of Notre Dame located in Belmont, 
was originally a modest Italian villa built in the 
1850s. In 1864 San Francisco financier William 
Chapman Ralston purchased the villa for his 
country estate, and continuously embellished the 
house and grounds until his death in 1875. To-
day, the house, known as Ralston Hall, is both 
a state and national historic landmark. 
BIJOU* (El Dorado): T12N, R18E, in South Lake 
Tahoe. Originally called Taylor's Landing for the 
family who first homesteaded the site in 1861. In 1884 
George Washington Chubbuck acquired timber rights 
in the area, built a narrow-gauge railroad up Trout 
Creek, and initiated logging operations which would 
continue until the end of the century. The name Bijou 
(Fr., "gem" or "jewel") was applied by 1888, per-
haps by French-Canadian lumberjacks . In 1965 South 
Lake Tahoe was incorporated and absorbed Stateline, 
Bijou and AI Tahoe (Scott, The Saga of Lake Tahoe). 
BOISE CREEK (Humboldt): TlON, R5E, flows in-
to Klamath River about two and a half miles down-
stream from Orleans and passes to the north of LePer-
ron Peak (q.v.). Means "wooded" in French . 
BONPLAND, LAKE* (ElDorado/Placer): present-
day Lake Tahoe. On February 14, 1844, John Charles 
Fremont and his topographer Charles Preuss became 
the first white men to see Lake Tahoe. Struggling over 
the Central Sierra Nevada in mid-winter at the head 
"' of Fremont's second expedition , the two men climb-
g ed Red Lake Peak (10, 122 feet) and saw the lake from 
~ fifteen miles to the south . Although Preuss' journal 
~ gives the name as ''Mountain Lake,'' Fremont named 
~ it "Lake Bonpland" for Aime Jacques Alexandre 
: Lake Bonpland known today as Lake Tahoe. 
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Bonpland, the noted French botanist who accompanied 
Baron Alexander von Humboldt on his South Ameri-
can expeditions (1799-1804). The name underwent 
various changes over the next century, and was of-
ficially designated "Lake Bigler" by the legislature 
in 1870 for the former California governor. Although 
"Lake Tahoe" was suggested as early as 1862 and 
continued the popular choice, it was not until 1945 
that the legislature officially recognized this 
appellation. 
BONTE PEAK (Plumas): T30N, R6E, two miles 
southeast of Juniper Lake in Lassen National Park. 
J . H . C . Bonte (Fr., "goodness"), rector of Saint 
Paul's Episcopal Church in Sacramento and later 
secretary to the Board of Regents for the University 
of California, spent many summers on this precipitous 
peak (7777 feet). Named by Arthur W. Keddie, a close 
friend (Steger, Place Names of Shasta County). 
BON TEMPE LAKE (Marin): in the Mount 
Tamalpais Game Reserve four and a half miles west 
of San Rafael. Corruption of the name of a Swiss fami-
ly called "Bautunpi." 
BOUCHER HILL (San Diego): TlOS , R1E, in 
Palomar Mountain State Park . The present site of a 
Forest Service lookout station. Although boucher 
means "butcher" in French, this is an apparent 
misspelling of "Bougher," a pioneer family of the 
Palomar district (Stein, San Diego County Place-
Names) . 
BOUQUET CANYON (Los Angeles): flows south-
west from T6N, R14W to T4N, R16W through Ran-
cho Santa Clarita toward the Santa Clara River . It was 
first called Deadman's Canyon and El Potrero de 
Chico Lopez (early property owner in the lower can-
yon). One of Lopez ' vaqueros, a settler in the area 
named Francisco Chari, had been a sailor and told 
many tales about el buque (Sp., "the ship"). He and 
the canyon came to be known as el buque, recorded 
by surveyors in the 1850s as "Bouquet." To push the 
corruption one step farther , according to Gudde 
(CPN), the name is now generally pronounced "bo-
ket .' ' It was persistently rumored that gold was mined 
in the canyon before 1842. In any case, small scale 
mining has continued there since the 1880s (Gudde, 
CGC) . 
BOUQUET RESERVOIR: T6N, R14W , traversed 
by the Bouquet Canyon. Built in 1929, the reservoir 
serves as part of the City of Los Angeles Water and 
Power Company complex. 
CACHE: French for "hiding place," cache was in-
troduced into the English language by French-
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Canadian trappers and traders and adopted by 
American frontiersmen and explorers whose practice 
it was to hide whatever they could not carry for the 
moment, be it food, furs, or equipment, including 
boats. The term has spawned many names throughout 
the West, the spelling occasionally being changed to 
"cash." 
CACHE CREEK (Kern): T32S, R14W, enters Sand 
Creek about eight miles east of Tehachapi. This may 
be the same as Cash Creek reported but unlocated by 
Gudde (CPN). 
CACHE CREEK (Yolo): TlON, R3E, flows from 
Clear Lake (Lake) into Cache Creek Settling Basin 
just east of Woodland . Mountain men Caleb Green-
wood, Jedediah Smith and Ewing Young reportedly 
passed through or trapped the Cache Creek area 
around 1830. Hudson's Bay Company trappers applied 
the name Rivi% %ere Ia Cache sometime before 1832. 
One of their camps, known to early settlers as French 
Camp, was situated in a grove of oaks on the north 
bank of Cache Creek one mile east of Yolo (formerly 
Cacheville) (Gudde, CPN; Hoover, Historic Spots in 
California). In New Helvetia Diary, January 25, 1846, 
the stream appears as Cash Creek but Derby's map 
of 1849 has the present spelling (Gudde, CPN). 
CACHE CREEK RIDGE (Colusa/Lake): Tl3N , 
R5W, forms the boundary between the two counties 
thirteen miles east of Clearlake Highlands and north 
of Cache Creek (Yolo). 
CACHE PEAK (Kern): T31S, R35E, the headwaters 
of Cache Creek (Kern) thirteen miles northeast of 
Tehachapi (elevation 6,698 feet). 
CACHEVILLE* (Yolo): TlON, R1E, four miles 
north of Woodland and north of Cache Creek (Yolo) . 
This is today the modern town of Yolo. The settle-
ment was originally founded by Thomas Cochran, who 
built a hotel on the site, and it was called Cochrans 
Crossing. In 1853 James A. Hutton built a larger hotel 
and the fledgling town became Huttons Ranch or 
Travelers Home. In 1857 when it was named the coun-
ty seat of Yolo County the name was changed to 
Cacheville. When the post office was established later, 
it was given the present name of Yolo (from the In-
dian yoloy, meaning "place of the rushes"). It was 
eventually outstripped and replaced as county seat by 
the more promising Yolo City a few miles south, now 
known as Woodland (Hanna, The Dictionary of Cali-
fornia Land Names). 
CANET (Ventura) : two miles south of Casitas Springs 
at the mouth of the Canada Larga in the Ventura River 
Valley. A Southern Pacific Railroad station was named 
for Anselme Canet , a settler of French descent who 
purchased a portion of the Rancho Canada Larga in 
1873 (Hanna). Hoover (Historic Spots in California) 
mentions a Canet Company in that general location 
but gives no further details. The name appears on the 
AAA 1982 map for Ventura County but it is not on 
the Ventura 1951 quadrangle. 
CARMET (Sonoma): three miles north of Bodega Bay 
on the coast. It is a name created from the names of 
Carrington and Metcalf, developers of the area in the 
late 1940s . 
CHABOT: Antoine (Anthony) Chabot, a Canadian, 
who came to California in 1849 and pioneered hy-
draulic mining techniques . In association with A. W . 
Schmidt he developed San Francisco's water system 
by damming Lobos Creek in 1856. Six years after the 
1862 fire in Oakland revealed that city's need for a 
water system, Chabot developed one by damming the 
stream that forms Lake Temescal. In 1874-1876 he 
constructed Lake Chabot (Alameda) by damming San 
Leandro Creek. J:Ie also created water systems for San 
Jose and Vallejo . Chabot was a major investor in and 
first president of the Oakland Gas Light Company (in-
corporated in 1866), predecessor of Pacific Gas and 
Electric. As one of the East Bay's major philan-
thropists, Chabot donated Chabot Observatory for 
public edification (Baxter, Lakes of California). 
ANTHONY CHABOT REGIONAL PARK 
(Alameda): extends for about seven miles to the east 
of Oakland and San Leandro. The San Leandro Hills 
lie within it. 
CHABOT COLLEGE (Alameda): within the city of 
Hayward. Founded in 1961, it is a state-supported, 
two-year coeducational institution and part of the 
California Community College System. 
CHABOT, LAKE (Alameda): at the southern end of 
the Anthony Chabot Regional Park on San Leandro 
Creek. This reservoir is now part of the East Bay 
Municipal Utility District's water system. 
CHABOT, LAKE (Solano): T3N, R3W, on the 
northern edge of the city of Vallejo. 
CHAMPLIN CREEK or SLOUGH (Tehama): flows 
into Toomes Creek just before the latter joins the 
Sacramento River four miles south of Los Molinos. 
It is named for George Champlin (1827-1903), an 
early settler, rancher, and influential resident of 
Tehama County . He came to California from Rhode 
Island in 1849 and turned quickly from mining to 
business. In 1867 he bought a tract of 3300 acres, bet-
ter known later as the Gallatin Ranch , and stocked it 
with 4000 sheep. For many years Champlin was a part-
ner of Leland Stanford in the sheep business. Start-
ing with 20,000 head , they owned as many as 70,000 
head at one time. Long a resident of Red Bluff, six 
years before his death he moved to a ranch on the 
Sacramento River between Tehama and Vina. 
Champlin Slough runs through it (Red Bluff Evening 
Sentinel , August 18, 1903) . 
CHEMISE: unrelated to the French word for "shirt." 
It is rather a variant of "chamiso," "chamise," 
"chamisa," "chamisal ," etc. - all of American-
Spanish origin and designating a low-growing, dense 
chaparral. Botanists now associate the name with our 
native white-flowering greasewood, Adenostoma 
fasciculatum . Several features throughout California 
preserve one or other of the variants in their place 
names (Gudde, CPN) . 
Antoine (Anthony) Chabot 
BIG CHEMISE KNOB (Mendocino): T21N, R8E, 
two and a half miles east of Dos Rios . 
CHEMISE MOUNTAIN PRIMITIVE AREA 
(Mendocino) : T5S, R2E, east of the King Range Na-
tional Conservation Area and of Chamisal Mountain . 
CHEMISE RIDGE (San Benito): Tl5S, R8E, eight 
miles northeast of Pinnacles. 
LITTLE CHEMISE KNOB (Mendocino): T21N, 
R8E, one and a half miles east of Dos Rios. 
CLEF, MOUNT (Ventura): four miles north of Thou-
sand Oaks; apparently from the French word clef, 
meaning "key" or a musical symbol. The reason for 
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so naming it is unrevealed (Her.bert Ricard, Ventura 
County Historical Society Quarterly, XVII, No. 2, 
Winter 1972). 
MOUNTCLEF RIDGE (Ventura) : runs east and west 
with Mount Clef at the eastern end. 
MOUNTCLEF VILLAGE (Ventura) : listed by 
Gudde (CPN). 
CLOVIS (Fresno): T13S, R21E, on the northeast out-
skirts of Fresno. Unrelated to the founder of the 
Merovingian dynasty, but named instead for Clovis 
Cole, owner of a 10,000-acre grain ranch, on which 
the town was ultimately located. Lumber mills pur-
chased land from Cole in the mid-1890s and a town 
developed there on the Pollasky Railroad (Fresno to 
Pollasky, present-day Friant) at the terminus of the 
57-mile-long "great flume" from Shaver Lake. 
COEUR* (Trinity): T8N, R8E, about one mile north 
of Old Denny near the Siskiyou County line. Although 
commonly called White Rock City, Coeur was the 
name of the post office first operated in 1885 by Alex-
ander Coeur, probably a Frenchman (coeur , Fr., 
"heart"). White Rock City was one of three townsites 
competing for the trade of quartz miners in the upper 
New River region . The other two were Marysville, 
half a mile south, and Old Denny. In its heyday White 
Rock City had more population than Old Denny. Alex-
andre Brizard, a French merchant based in Arcata, 
located one of his several branch stores here. It took 
him eight to ten days to pack his goods in from the 
Coast over the Happy Camp Mountain Trail. The post 
office closed in 1896 but the store continued until 1904 
when the site was abandoned (Jones, Trinity County 
Historical Sites). White Rock City site still appears 
on Dees Peak 1978 quadrangle . 
COQUETTE: Gudde is undoubtedly correct in sup-
posing that "coquette" is often used euphemistical-
ly, as with Lady and Squaw Creeks, for less respec-
table local names (CPN). However, in the case of 
water courses the name may have occasionally been 
applied because of their intermittent and whimsical or 
teasing nature. 
COQUETTE CREEK (Plumas): T22N, R7E, emp-
ties into Coldwater Creek six miles southwest of Bucks 
Lake . 
COQUETTE FALLS (Siskiyou): T42N, R3W, on 
north-flowing Bolam Creek about three miles north 
of Mount Shasta. 
COQUETTE ISLAND (EI Dorado): present-day 
Emerald Island near the head of Emerald Bay in 
southern Lake Tahoe; a pile of granite rising 150 feet 
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above the water. One of a party of picnickers, trying 
to climb the rock, had christened it Coquette, saying: 
' 'The island appears to be in the center of a brilliant 
circle of admirers who, attracted by her beauty, still 
know she has a stony heart" (quoted by Scott, The 
Saga of Lake Tahoe). 
CORBET CREEK (Mariposa): TSS, Rl7E, flows in-
to Bear Creek five miles southeast of Hornitos. Maps 
suggest a French origin by giving the "-et" spelling. 
However, the creek was named for Alexander Cor-
bett, who had mining claims, a store and the Dog 
Pump Hotel near where the Hornitos Road crosses the 
creek. The hotel was named for the Newfoundland dog 
that turned a wheel to pump water. Corbett was 
murdered in 1854. 
DECHAMBEAU CREEK (Mono) : T2N, R26E, 
flows into Mono Lake from the west five miles east 
of Lundy . Several members of the DeChambeau fami-
ly, French-Canadians, came to Bodie in 1878 and 1880 
and settled in several spots in the Mono Basin (Flet-
cher, The Mono Basin in the Nineteenth Centwy). A 
DeChambeau Ranch also appears on the Bodie 1958 
quadrangle three and a half miles northeast of the 
mouth of the creek. 
DE LONG CREEK (Mariposa): TSS, R20E, flows 
into the East Fork of the Chowchilla River five miles 
northwest of Ahwahnee. In 1861 lumbermen White 
and Hatch built a large two-saw circular mill on De 
Long Creek. It was named for Charles De Long, who 
lived just below the mill on a 160-acre homestead 
claim and operated a stage stop. When White and 
Hatch began to cut on his land without asking, De 
Long requested payment. They refused, so he drove 
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Holt-Atherton Center, UOP 
Coquette Island now known as Emerald Island. 
a harrow tooth into a likely tree. When the tree reached 
their mill , the metal tooth caused the loss of a $600 
saw. After repeated occurrences of such damage, 
White and Hatch moved their operation. De Long's 
name does not appear in the Voter Registry for 1867. 
DES MOINES (Orange): east of Whittier and north 
of La Habra; a stop on the old La Habra-Yorba Lin-
da Line of the Pacific Electric Railroad where the 
tracks crossed Beach Boulevard .3 mile south of Cen-
tral Avenue in La Habra. The railway line was aban-
doned in 1938 (Meadows, Historic Place Names in 
Orange County). The Orange County Historical Com-
mission reveals that the station was named after a 
wildcat oil well. The name may have gained curren-
cy from the influx of Iowans attracted by the adver-
tising campaign of the Fruit Growers' Exchange and 
Southern Pacific Railroad in 1905. However, accord-
ing to George R. Stewart (Names on the Land), Des 
Moines is unrelated to the French word for "monk" 
and is of Indian origin. 
DORE CLIFFS (Mono): T2N, R25E, seven miles 
west of Mono Lake. It was named about 1882 by Israel 
C. Russell of the U. S. Geological Survey for Louis 
Auguste Gustave Dore (1832-1883), celebrated French 
painter and illustrator (Farquhar). The reason for this 
choice is unknown. 
DORE PASS (Mono): T2N, R25E, just to the south 
of the Cliffs. 
DUBOIS, MOUNT (Mono): TIS, R33E, in the White 
Mountains seven and a half miles southeast of Ben-
ton (elevation 13,559 feet). It may have been named 
for a French sheepherder since the area is suited for 
grazing . It is given as Mount Duboise on some maps, 
but Dubois is likely the correct spelling. 
DUCASSE RESERVOIR (Lassen): T34N, Rl3E, 
two miles southwest of Termo. It is named for Pierre 
Ducasse and family who came to Termo from San 
Francisco in 1915. Originally from Pau, France (while 
his wife was originally from Lourdes), Ducasse had 
made a fortune as a contractor and builder following 
the San Francisco earthquake. He bought Mud Springs 
Ranch from another Frenchman, Raynal, and soon in-
creased his holqings on the Madeline Plains to more 
that 5000 acres. Like the many Basque herders who 
grazed the Madeline Plains (although they seldom 
owned land), Ducasse raised sheep in the 1920s. 
Presumably the Reservoir is on or very near what came 
to be known as the Ducasse Place (Garate). 
DUMONT* (San Bernardino): T19N, R8E, between 
the Dumont Sand Dunes and the Dumont Hills on the 
old railroad grade. It was a station on the Tonopah 
and Tidewater Railroad (incorporated in 1904), run-
ning north from Ludlow through Baker and Silver 
Lake to Death Valley Junction, the site of borax min-
ing. Probably, like Valjean (q.v .), the next station 
south, Dumont was named for an official of the survey-
ing party or the railroad . For the convenience of 
dispatchers and telegraphers, station names were 
usually short and often commemorated section 
foremen, conductors, brakemen, etc. 
DUMONT HILLS (San Bernardino): T19N, R8E, 
about four miles northeast of the Dumont Sand Dunes. 
DUMONT MEADOWS (Alpine): T8N, R21E, on 
the East Fork of the Carson River nine miles southwest 
of Coleville. Named for one of the French-Canadian 
woodcutters who, in the 1870s, helped devastate 
Alpine's forests for timbering in the Comstock mines 
(Gudde, CPN); it is called "Dumonts Meadow" on 
Metsker's map of Alpine County and "Dumonts 
Meadows" on the Topaz Lake 1956 quadrangle. 
DUMONT SAND DUNES (San Bernardino) : T18 & 
19N, R7E, just east of Route 127 north of the Silurian 
Valley. It is the only one of the three Dumont features 
in San Bernardino County identified on small-scale 
maps. 
FAUCHERIE LAKE (Nevada): T18N, Rl2E, one 
and a half miles west of French Lake. It is named for 
the Frenchman, Beno$$it Faucherie, a pioneer hydrau-
lic engineer who built a dam in 1859 for the Eureka 
Lake Company, creating Lake Faucherie. A few years 
later he created French Lake. He also built the Magen-
ta Flume, which was 1400 feet long and rose 126 feet 
above the valley floor . 
FREMONT: John Charles Fremont (1813-1890), an 
influential and often controversial figure in Califor-
nia history; born out of wedlock in Savannah, Georgia, 
to Charles Fremon, a French emigre, and Anne 
Beverley Whiting, member of a genteel Virginia fami-
ly and already married. Young Fremont was commis-
sioned second lieutenant in the Topographical Engi-
neers, U.S. Army, in 1838. After assisting the dis-
tinguished French scientist Joseph Nicollet on a survey 
of the northern territory lying between the Mississip-
pi and Missouri rivers, he was to lead four explora-
tion expeditions that took him to California. He 
enjoyed the backing of expansionist Senator Thomas 
Hart Benton of Missouri, whose daughter Jessie he 
married in 1841. In 1844, coming from Oregon, he 
made a mid-winter crossing of the Sierra Nevada 
somewhere south of Carson Pass to Sutter's Fort and 
continued south on the east side of the San Joaquin 
Valley. He and his men crossed into the Mojave Desert 
over Oak Pass en route for home. On his third ex-
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John Charles Fremont (1813-1890). 
pedition, 1845-1846, Fremont, now a captain, cross-
ed the Sierra from Nevada via Donner Pass , while 
others of his party, including Theodore Talbot, Joseph 
Walker and Ned Kern, went south by Owens Lake 
and crossed to the Kern River via Walkers Pass. In 
searching for them, Fremont, Kit Carson and others 
ascended high into the Sierra between the North and 
Middle forks of the Kings River in December, 1845, 
and January , 1846. Reunited with his men, Fremont 
soon became involved in the military and political 
machinations that preceded the war with Mexico . In-
sulted over a trifle and in defiance of local Mexican 
authorities, Fremont took his men into the Gabilan 
Mountains between the Salinas and San Joaquin 
valleys . There they built a fort and raised the American 
flag but the incident passed without bloodshed. He 
joined the Americans in the Bear Flag Rebellion and 
commanded the California Battalion in support of 
Commodore Stockton and General Kearny. Upon 
returning to Washington , Kearny caused Fremont to 
be court-martialed for refusing to obey orders, but 
President James Polk restored him to duty. In 1848-
1849 Fremont essayed yet another winter California 
expedition, this one ending in disaster in the San Juan 
Mountains. Fremont continued on to California to his 
Mariposa estate and he remained in the state for the 
next few years, being named its first U. S. Senator 
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in 1850-1851. In 1853-1854, still seeking a winter 
route for a transcontinental railroad , Fremont made 
his last expedition to California. Since Walker Pass 
was closed by snow, he went farther south before 
crossing into the San Joaquin Valley. In 1856 Fremont 
was the first presidential nominee of the Republican 
party, losing the election to James Buchanan. Although 
he served as a major general during the Civil War , 
controversy continued to dog his career. His waning 
years were beset by financial and personal difficulties. 
Fremont's name has been applied to many features , 
especially throughout the West and California. Its 
popularity, however, has suffered the same vagaries 
of fortune as its bearer. There are today in the U. S. 
eleven towns and four counties named for Fremont, 
plus several lesser features . At one time, however, 
particularly due to his role in the war with Mexico , 
the number approached a hundred . 
FREMONT (Alameda): south of Hayward; largest 
city so named in the United States, with a population 
in excess of 130,000 in 1980. The towns of Center-
ville, Niles, Irvington, Mission San Jose and Warm 
Springs were incorporated to form Fremont on January 
24, 1956 (Gudde, CPN) . 
FREMONT (Yolo): TllN, R3E, on the west shore 
of the Sacramento River less than half a mile below 
its junction with the Feather River . The site appears 
as Fremont Landing on the Knights Landing 1952 
quadrangle. A store of tules, willow poles and can-
vas was erected at the site by Jonas Spect in March , 
1849, at the height of Fremont's popularity and coin-
cidental with his third visit to California. A ferry across 
the Sacramento was established, and at the peak of 
the mining boom the town had a population of3,000. 
In the winter of 1849-1850, heavy storms washed away 
the sand bars , making the Feather navigable as far as 
Marysville. Although citizens managed to have it nam-
ed the first county seat in 1850, it quickly lost in im-
portance to Washington (present-day Broderick) and 
the latter became the county seat in 1851. Fremont 
gradually disappeared and the post office closed in 
1864 (Hoover). 
FREMONT CANYON (Orange) : six and a half miles 
east of Orange Park Acres, a branch of Santiago Can-
yon, entering it from the north about a quarter mile 
below the dam that forms Irvine Lake. In the Spanish 
era it was known as Cafion de Ia Horca ("Canyon that 
is Choked") due to its narrow entrance. Later it 
became Sierra Canyon because it drained from Sierra 
Peak. Since the 1870s it has been Fremont Canyon 
because a local sheepman named Smith,. who had cam-
paigned with Fremont, spoke so often of his former 
commander. In the Santa Ana Mountains it lies almost 
entirely within the Irvine Ranch (Meadows). 
FREMONT FORD (Merced) : T7S, R9E, on the San 
Joaquin River five miles northeast of Gustine. In April, 
1844, Fremont and his men passed here on the east 
side of the river going south. However, tradition at-
tributes the naming to Fremont's attempts to locate 
his "floating grant," Rancho Las Mariposas, pur-
chased from Juan Bautista Alvarado in 1847. More 
tangible evidence shows that Fremont tried to locate 
his ranch near the site of present Le Grand on 
Mariposa Creek (Hoover). 
FREMONT FORD STATE RECEATION AREA 
(Merced): T7S, R9E, extending for a mile on the west 
side of the San Joaquin River south from Fremont 
Ford. 
FREMONT LAKE (Mono): T5N, R22E, seventeen 
miles west of Bridgeport . Drained by a branch of the 
West Fork of the West Walker River. Fremont travel-
ed down the West Walker River in late January, 1844, 
and may have seen the lake. 
FREMONT PASS (Los Angeles) : T3N, R16W, two 
miles south of Newhall. Fremont traversed the 
Newhall area en route from Santa Barbara to the 
Pueblo de Los Angeles on January 11, 184 7. Then 
a lieutenant colonel in command of the California Bat-
talion , he was completing his difficult march from 
Monterey to join forces with Brigadier General 
Stephen Watts Kearny and Commodore Robert 
Stockton. The road over the pass, even later in the 
early age of automobiles, was exceedingly steep and 
difficult . According to the Oat Mountain 1952 
quadrangle, Fremont Pass and San Fernando Pass are 
not one and the same. The present road uses the lat-
ter while Fremont Pass lies some 600 feet to the east . 
FREMONT PEAK (Mariposa): T4S, R17E, two and 
a half miles east of Bear Valley (elevation 4,199 feet). 
On Bullion Mountain, named for Senator ''Old 
Bullion" Benton, Fremont's father-in-law, Fremont 
Peak is on the edge of Las Mariposas land grant, which 
Thomas Oliver Larkin purchased for Fremont in 1847. 
Fremont settled with his wife, Jessie, and their 
household in a two-story cottage near Bear Valley in 
the summer of 1849. On the northeastern slope of the 
peak is Fremont Spring. 
FREMONT PEAK (Monterey/San Benito): in the 
Gabilan Mountains on the county line midway between 
Salinas and Hollister (elevation 3, 171 feet). Former-
ly Gabilan Peak, it received its current name from the 
Geographic Board in 1960. Fremont was supposed to 
have raised the American flag above a hastily built 
fort on this peak in 1846. Authorities now believe that 
the actual site was Hill 2146 at the head of Steinbach 
Canyon, two miles to the north. Fremont, then a cap-
tain, had become involved in a trivial incident with 
the Californios and was expecting an attack by General 
Jose Castro. After three days the standoff ended and 
Fremont took his men back to the San Joaquin Valley. 
FREMONT PEAK STATE PARK (Monterey/San 
Benito) : just to the east of the Peak. The park was 
created in 1934. 
FREMONT PEAK (San Bernardino): T31S, R42E, 
seventeen miles northeast of Boron in the Mojave 
Desert (elevation 4,584 feet) . Returning east in April, 
1844, the second Fremont expedition passed some 
thirty-five miles south of the Peak near present-day 
Helendale. It may have been visible. The fifth expedi-
tion may have passed at an equal distance to the north 
early in 1854 as they sought a snow-free pass into the 
San Joaquin Valley. 
FREMONT VALLEY (Kern) : T30S, R38E, twenty-
four miles northwest of Fremont Peak (San Bernar-
dino) between the El Paso and Rand mountain ranges. 
Fremont's second expedition crossed into the Mojave 
Desert over the Tehachapi Mountains at Oak Pass in 
April, 1844. Somewhere near present-day Mojave, 
they passed south of the valley. The Talbot-Kern-
Walker portion of the third expedition passed some 
thirty miles to the north of the valley, en route to re-
joining Fremont in February, 1846. The fifth expedi-
tion may have come through part of the valley early 
in 1854. 
FREMONT WASH (San Bernardino): T8N, R4W, 
flows into the Mojave River at Helendale. Fremont's 
second expedition passed through the area in April, 
1844. It was about this point that they struck the Old 
Spanish Trail, the main route from Pueblo de Los 
Angeles to Santa Fe. 
FRENCH: this work lists nearly one hundred place 
names, extant or obsolete, containing "French" or 
"Frenchman." By far, the greatest number of these 
resulted from mining activity. However, others 
emanated from the presence of settlers, sheepherders, 
trappers of the Hudson's Bay Company, and other 
foreigners thought to be French. Still others are from 
the surname French. For the mining camps these 
listings rely greatly on Erwin Gudde's excellent 
California Gold Camps (CGC). Many of these, of 
course, have now disappeared from the maps and have 
become difficult to situate precisely . 
FRENCH BAR (Amador): T5N, R11E, four and a 
half miles southwest of Jackson on the Mokelumne 
River. Also called Frenchmans Bar (Gudde, CGC) . 
Called French Bar on Jackson 1962 quadrangle. 
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NOTES: 
1. Abraham P. Nasatir, French Activities in Califor-
nia (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1945), 
p. 38, note 2. Nasatir 's brief summary of these activ-
ities prior to the Gold Rush is an excellent distillation 
of the available documents on the subject, which are 
listed in his notes and the archival portion of his book. 
2. In addition to Nasatir, pp. 1-2, see John Dunmore, 
Pacific Explorer: The Life of Jean Fran~ois de La 
P6rouse (Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1985) 
pp. 238-242. The account of La Perouse's voyage first 
appeared in Milet-Mureau 's Voyage de La Perouse 
autour du monde, 4 vols . (Paris, 1797) . 
3. Nasatir, pp. 2-3. 
4 . Nasatir, p. 4. Duhaut-Cilly Voyage autour du 
monde, 2 vols. (Paris, 1834) was translated into Italian 
in 1841 by the Italian doctor who accompanied him 
as a naturalist. The California portions of Duhaut-
Cilly's Voyage are translated in the California His-
torical Society Quarterly, 8 (1929): 130-166, 214-250, 
306-336. 
5. Herbert Howe Bancroft, History of California 
(San Francisco, CA: The History Company), IV, pp. 
100-106, 562-570; V, pp. 576-681. 
6. Nasatir, pp. 5-6. Du Petit-Thouars Voyage autour 
du monde appeared in 5 vols . (Paris, 1840-1844) . 
Laplace Campagne de circumnavigation was published 
in 6 vols. (Paris, 1841-1854). 
7. Exploration du Territoire de ]'Oregon, des 
Californies, et de laMer Vermeille, 2 vols. (Paris, 
1844) . See Nasatir, pp. 12-16, and Bancroft, IV, p. 
248ff. 
8. See the entry in the text for ESTERO DE 
LIMANTOUR (Marin Co.) . For a summary of 
Limantour's life see Bancroft, IV, p. 714. 
9. Doyce B. Nunis, Jr. , " Michel Laframboise," The 
Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far West, ed. 
LeRoy R. Hafen (Glendale, CA: The Arthur H. Clark 
Co. , 1968), p. 152. 
10. McLeod, however , had first visited the site in 
1829. Nunis, p. 152. 
11. Nunis, p. 154 . 
12. In addition to Nunis' sketch of Laframboise, see 
Alice B. Maloney, "Hudson's Bay Company in 
California," Oregon Historical Quarterly, 37 (1935): 
9-23 . See also the entry in this text for FRENCH 
CAMP. 
13. Nasatir, p. 7. He cites De Mofras as setting the 
French population of Alta California at eighty persons 
in 1841-1842 out of a total white population of five 
thousand . 
14. Ruth Teiser and Catherine Harroun, Winemak-
ing in California (New York, NY: McGraw-Hill Book 
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Co., 1983), pp. 16-21. See entries in the text for SAN 
SEVAINE. 
15. Abraham P. Nasatir (ed .), introduction to A 
French Journalist in the California Gold Rush: The 
Letters of Etienne Derbec (Georgetown, CA: The 
Talisman Press, 1964), p. 26. Nasatir's lengthy in-
troduction is an account of French activities during 
the Gold Rush and of Derbec's journalistic career in 
California to his death in 1889. It concludes with an 
excellent critical bibliography on the French in Califor-
nia . The Echo du Pacifique was published from 1852 
to 1865 . 
16. Nasatir, A French Journalist , pp. 19-20. 
17. Nasatir, A French Journalist, pp. 20-22. For a 
detailed account of the gold fever in France at that 
time and of the formation of some of these companies 
see Gilbert Chinard, "When the French Came to Cal-
ifornia,'' California Historical Society Quarterly, 20 
(1943), no. 4: 289-314. 
18. Nasatir, A French Journalist, pp . 23-24. 
19 . The early French sea voyagers and De Mofras 
had likewise found themselves more compatible with 
the Latin inhabitants of California than with the 
Americans or British. 
20. Nasatir, A French Journalist , pp. 24-28 . More-
over, as Nasatir points out, many of the French gold-
seekers were unskilled in manual labor and a class con-
sciousness contributed to their aloofness . Eventually 
apprised of the plight of their countrymen, the French 
government tried to stem the flow of miners to the 
gold fields, with mixed results. J . D. Borthwick, The 
Gold Hunters, ed. Horace Kephart (New York, NY: 
The Macmillan Co., 1924) contains a chapter (XXVI, 
pp . 342-352) on "Frenchmen in the mines ." Borth-
wick's account, based on first-hand observations in 
the early 1850s, was first published in Edinburgh in 
1857. Although he admired their sense of culture and 
good taste, Borthwick considered the native French 
character as unsuited to the demands of mining. "In 
many respects they were a most valuable addition to 
the population of the country, especially in the cities, 
but as colonizers and subjugators of a new country, 
their inefficiency was very apparent" (p. 346). 
21. For Beaudry see Rerni Nadeau, City-Makers (Cor-
ona Del Mar , CA: Trans-Anglo Books, 1977). For 
the others here named see Teiser and Harroun. 
22. James D. Hart, A Companion to Califomia (New 
York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1978), p. 31. 
Also see Mary Grace Paquette, Basques to Bakersfield 
(Bakersfield, CA: Kern County Historical Society, 
1982) . 
Reviews of Western Books 
THE GOLDWATERS OF ARIZONA. By Dean Smith. (Flagstaff, AZ: Northland Press, 1986. 
273 pp., illus., notes, index. $21.95) 
Journalist Dean Smith concludes in Chapter 20 
that Barry Goldwater, ''the forthright Senator 
from Arizona, shines like a jewel. He is one of 
a kind: a politician who calls them as he sees 
them. One may heartily agree with his positions, 
or may be infuriated by them. But even though 
he has mellowed a bit, there is seldom any doubt 
about where the man stands" (p. 245). 
Nor is there much doubt about author Smith's 
strong attachment to his subject. Based on 
materials already compiled by the late Bert 
Fireman (to whom the book is dedicated), inter-
views with the Goldwater family, Arizona 
Historical Foundation staff and materials, and 
document collections in many regional archives 
and libraries, this family biography traces the 
evolving economic and political success of the 
Goldwaters from the arrival of Michel and 
Joseph in San Francisco in 1852 to Senator 
Barry's departure from Washington in January 
1987. The author's focus is on the record that 
culminated in making the Senator into a 
recognized elder statesman. 
Although some readers may wince at Smith's 
unmasked adulation of Senator Goldwater's 
political career, the story he tells of nineteenth-
century Arizona mercantile activities, stage, and 
freight operations, and territorial politics is lively 
and informative. It is also a story of Goldwater 
resilience on a boom-and-bust Arizona frontier 
where character, determination, and no small 
amount of business acumen enabled the family 
to make its mark in spite of failures, bad luck, 
and natural disasters. 
Out of this frontier testing ground, according 
to Smith, emerged the young Barry, nurtured by 
attentive parents and inspired by Uncle Morris 
who "imbued his eager nephew with his love of 
the political arena" (p. 88). From a permissive 
childhood that allowed time to explore the land, 
fly airplanes , and run the rapids of the Colorado 
River, Barry entered the political arena as a con-
servative Republican in a state where Democrats 
outnumbered Republicans three to one. Speak-
ing his mind and asking tough questions, Senator 
Goldwater worked his way toward the presiden-
tial challenge in 1964. As crushing as was that 
defeat, Smith concludes that it only strengthen-
ed his resolve ''to lead America back to the con-
servative path toward national salvation" (p. 
216). As with his forbears, however, Goldwater 
refused to be counted out and has finally earned 
for himself ''the coveted status of elder 
stateman" (p. 242). 
Although journalistic in style, with choppy 
paragraphs and very little interpretation, The 
Goldwaters of Arizona is enjoyable reading. It 
is attractively printed with very few typos, a good 
map, and chapter end notes. A more interpretive 
and analytical study of Senator Barry Goldwater 
should be forthcoming as a result of the fine 
groundwork Smith has already laid. 
Daniel Tyler 
Daniel Tyler's current research is Hispanic and In-
dian water rights in New Mexico and undocumented 
workers in western agriculture. Professor of history 
at Colorado State University , he is the author of 
Sources for New Mexico History (1984). 
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THE MYTIDC WEST: IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY AMERICA. By Robert G. Athearn. 
(Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 1986. 318 pp., illus., index. $25) 
Published three years after the author's death, 
this is the eleventh book Robert Athearn wrote 
over a long career of teaching and writing about 
the American West. 
The book opens with a brief and sympathetic 
foreword by Elliott West of the University of 
Arkansas, Fayetteville . In a promising "Pro-
logue,'' Athearn provides a charming recollec-
tion of his grandfather's ranch in the Missouri 
"breaks" that shows "something of what life ac-
tually was like in the last vestiges of the pioneer 
West" (p. 8) . There follow ten chapters and an 
"Epilogue" that trace, over the century between 
the 1870s and the 1970s, shifting images in the 
American mind of the plains and mountains ly-
ing west of the hundredth meridian and east of 
the Pacific slope, a diverse region that Athearn 
labels the "Old West." 
Athearn writes persuasively when he discusses 
the impact on the western myth of the Great De-
pression in chapter 5, '"The Dreaming is Finish-
ed."' He is effective too in chapter 6, "Col-
onialism: the Enduring Dilemma'' and in chapter 
8, "The Fictional West," that includes versions 
of the Old West in film and television as well 
as in literature. However, for this reviewer, 
chapter 9, "The Wilderness Evangelists," deal-
ing with the likes of John Muir, Aldo Leopold, 
Bob Marshall, and Stephen Mather, is the best 
essay in the book. This chapter, based on 
Athearn's notes, was written by Elliott West. A 
last section, pretentiously headed "Essays on 
Sources" (the strung-together citations are hardly 
essays), attests to Athearn's wide-ranging read-
ing on the American West over many years in 
popular periodicals, newspapers, films, novels, 
the literature of tourism, and monographs. 
Now and again Athearn is mistaken. It will 
come as a surprise that Charles A. Beard was 
a Harvard historian (p. 48), and to call Hall 
Jackson Kelley , the nineteenth century Boston 
promoter of the Oregon Country, a "near 
fanatic" (p. 133, emphasis mine) suggests that 
Athearn is a poor judge of distance. 
An unusual and effective device is the inser-
tion of photographs breaking the narrative 
throughout the book. 
Despite substantial virtues, parts of this final 
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IN TWENTIETB..CENTURY AMERICA 
0 ERT G. ATHEARN 
Foreword by Elliott West 
testament are severely flawed by inflated prose 
characterized by repetition, undue garrulity , 
strained analogies, and irritating use of personi -
fication . There are too many cliches, blocked 
metaphors, cloudy antecedents, and vague gen-
eralizations. Here is a representative example 
taken from chapter 7, "The Dude's West": "But 
the tourist trappers had become used to the sound 
of the cash register; they had tasted blood, and 
nothing would stop them from continuing the 
charade. To keep the kettle boiling, they accel-
erated their advertising" (p . 158). Admittedly , 
judgment of literary quality is to a considerable 
degree subjective, but since style is a reflector 
of incisiveness and clarity of thought , it is fortu-
nate that Robert Athearn's reputation as a prom-
inent and productive historian of the American 
West need not rest on the last book he wrote . 
Edwin R. Bingham 
Edwin Bingham is co-editor of Northwest Perspec-
tives: Essays on the Culture of the Pacific Northwest 
(1979) and co-editor ofNorthwest Women (1982). He 
is Professor of Hist01y at University of Oregon. 
THE CHIEF: ERNEST THOMPSON SETON AND THE CHANGING WEST. By H. Allen 
Anderson. (College Station, TX: Texas A & M University Press, 1986. vii + 363 pp., illus., 
biblio., index. $35) 
Ernest Thompson Seton became something of 
an American folk hero, especially among young 
people, although in 1915 he was branded an ec-
centric by many, a radical by others. Naturalist, 
author, artist, lecturer, and social reformer , 
Seton was above all a master storyteller, best 
known for his animal stories. Viewing the wild-
erness as a place of refuge and revitalization, 
Seton longed to break away from the snare of 
city life and looked to the West as an escape from 
industrial problems. He himself experienced 
frontier life first as a boy in Canada, later on field 
trips throughout the Western United States, com-
ing to believe that nature contained an innate 
morality. Seton championed the American Indian 
and felt that man has a special kinship with wild 
animals, attempting in his stories to see life from 
their perspectives. 
Trained in London and Paris, Seton lived for 
years in New York City, torn between his be-
loved wilderness and the cultured world of arts 
and letters. He longed for recognition as a natural 
scientist, but failed mainly because of his inabili-
ty to keep emotional reactions from coloring his 
descriptions. Gradually he came to recognize that 
art was his primary mode of expression, yet tried 
to bridge the gap between art and science. Like 
Remington and Wister, Seton used the pen and 
the brush to capture scenes from the vanishing 
frontier before technology ruined them. 
Anderson's study of Seton is set against this 
changing West. The author emphasizes the 
naturalist's early field trips, the impact of his 
journey to New Mexico in 1893 to exterminate 
wolves, and his outing to Yellowstone Park in 
1897 as major forces shaping Seton's attitudes . 
Anderson presents his subject as part Leather-
stocking, part Eastern dude , a maverick whose 
own petulance often proved detrimental to his 
cause. Particularly is this true of Seton's objec-
tions to the Boy Scouts, whose military aspect 
he bitterly opposed in a public quarrel with 
Robert S.S. Baden-Powell. 
The Chief is an engaging biography, despite 
its pedestrian style and superabundant detail. H. 
Allen Anderson's account offers solid analysis 
and is based on painstaking research, but lacks 
the vitality and hues of its subject. The author 
pursues a factual chronology, providing occa-
sional glimpses into Seton's enigmatic personali-
ty and the complex world in which he worked, 
without capturing either the excitement or the in-
tellectual depth of the struggles in this unique 
career. Commendable though Anderson's study 
is, Seton never thoroughly comes alive; he re-
mains a collage from note cards, fashioned by 
a skillful researcher. 
Ronald L. Davis 
Ronald Davis is a professor at Southern Methodist 
University. 
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JAMES WILLARD SCHULTZ (APIKUNI). By Warren L. Han-
na. (Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986. 400 pp., illus., maps, notes, biblio. , 
index. $24.95) 
This is the first published book-length 
biography of James Willard Schultz. Schultz was 
known during his life as a writer who drew upon 
his experiences among the Indians of the Black-
foot Nation. His name is also associated with 
Glacier National Park in Montana, since he was 
one of the explorers of the area who named many 
of the natural features. The Indians dubbed him 
"Apikuni." 
Schultz first left his middle-class home in 
Boonville, New York, to vacation in St. Louis, 
Missouri. That summer of 1877led him also in-
to the Montana territory, where he found a new 
home. Rather than return to start a university 
education, he found employment as a trader with 
the Pikuni tribe and later as a scout for eastern 
hunters in the wilderness area that would become 
Glacier National Park. 
Schultz married a Pikuni woman, learned the 
Blackfoot language and customs, and had a son 
who grew up to become a notable artist . Schultz 
himself wrote occasional articles as early as 1880 
for eastern publications avid for first-hand ac-
counts of life on the last frontier. But he did not 
pursue writing professionally until after the death 
of his first wife . He fled from prosecution for 
hunting violations and settled in California where 
he worked for the Los Angeles Times. After the 
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success of his first book, My Life Among the In-
dians, he earned his living as a free-lance writer 
for the remainder of his long life until his death 
at the age of 88. 
Most traditional biographies focus their theme 
upon the subject's chief claim to later fame as 
the result of some notable achievement. They re-
count in a generally chronological organization 
the subject's origins, education, development of 
personality and talents, accomplishments, and 
finally impact and influence. 
The facts concerning Schultz in this work pro-
vide only the raw materials for a story about an 
eccentric personality who lived a colorful life and 
turned to a long career of writing about a roman-
tic era while also working for recognition of the 
rights of Native Americans. This work emerges 
as a collection of carefully researched historical 
episodes in the life of James Willard Schultz . 
And that is worthwhile, for those readers in-
terested in Schultz will be grateful to the author 
for providing such material. 
Robert A. Wiggins 
Robert Wiggins is a professor of English at the Univer-
sity of California, Davis. He is interested in western 
writers and is the author of Mark Twain: Jackleg 
Novelist and Ambrose Bierce (both 1964). 
MARTHA MAXWELL: ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATURALIST. By Maxine Benson. (Lincoln, 
NE: University of Nebraska Press, 1986. 335 pp., illus., notes, biblio., index. $23.95) 
This is the biography of a nineteenth century 
woman who was born before her time. Martha 
Maxwell's life extended from 1831 until 1881. 
She entered the world late enough in the century 
to attend coeducational Oberlin College and to 
be in the vanguard of those militant women who 
insisted upon temperance and good morals. She 
was born too soon, however, to benefit from the 
emancipation of women that has since taken 
place, and is still in process. 
She married a widower nearly twice her age 
and assumed the obligations of rearing his fami-
ly of six children; she also had a daughter by 
him. In 1860 she and her husband left their home 
in Baraboo, Wisconsin, for the Colorado gold 
fields. While still in Wisconsin she had shown 
interest in the then rudimentary art of taxider-
my. Its mastery included considerable knowledge 
of natural sciences, and Mrs . Maxwell had 
always loved nature. In Colorado this interest 
blossomed into a way of making a living. In due 
time Martha Maxwell was displaying her habitat 
groups at the Centennial Exhibition in Philadel-
phia as a part of the Colorado exhibit. 
Always hard-pressed for funds, she then went 
with her exhibit to Washington, D. C., then back 
to Philadelphia, and finally to Rockaway Beach, 
Long Island, with plans for earning a living. She 
died in her Brooklyn apartment of an ovarian 
tumor prior to her fiftieth birthday. She had vir-
tually deserted her husband in her desire for suc-
cess, and was disappointed in her daughter 
Mabel, "an ugly duckling hatched by a thor-
oughbred hen" (as her daughter described her 
mother's view of her), because Mabel, in a sort 
of mother-daughter reversal of the norm, wanted 
a home and family, not a career. 
Martha Maxwell's achievements warrant a 
biography for she was a pioneer in taxidermy and 
habitat groupings. Yet one suspects that Max-
ine Benson found the material available insuffi-
cient for a book-length study. Therefore she has 
used Mrs. Maxwell as a case study involving 
many aspects of women in the nineteenth cen-
tury, especially woman-woman and mother-
daughter relations. Other aspects are also 
discussed including the situation of women at 
Oberlin, where being a female did not guarantee 
equality. 
This book is a valuable contribution to 
women's history . It focuses on a time of change 
in women's status and it contains good material 
on women's life on the Colorado frontier . It is 
very well researched, well organized, and well 
written. Two appendices and two sets of illustra-
tions round out the book. A final note: When the 
reader has finished, will he or she contemplate 
this unanswerable question? - How happy 
would Martha Maxwell have been in today's 
society? 
Richard A. Bartlett 
A professor of history at Florida State University, 
Richard Bartlett is interested in conservation and na-
tional park hist01y. He is the author of Yellowstone, 
A Wilderness Besieged (1985) and is currently writing 
a hist01y of the Buffalo Bill Historical Center. 
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MUIR AMONG THE ANIMALS: THE WILDLIFE WRITING OF JOHN MUIR. Edited by 
Lisa Mighetto. (San Francisco, CA: Sierra Club Books, 1986. 196 pp., illus., notes. $17.95) 
Muir Among 
the Animals 
The Wildlife WtitingJ 
of John Muir 
The most important, resonant word in John 
Muir's writings about animals may be "we." 
"Stickeen" is built on it- after the deliverance, 
"He ran round and round, swirling like autumn 
leaves in an eddy, lay down and rolled head over 
heels. I told him we still had far to go and that 
we must now stop all nonsense and get off the 
ice before dark." In the deeper sense, of course, 
the "we" is pervasive and understood in Muir, 
and extends beyond animals. A totalistic vision, 
indeed (in which the individual self and the col-
lective identity of man as a species are aspects 
of the great natural pattern rather than special 
entities), is the heart and soul of Muir's 
philosophy. 
Lisa Mighetto has collected twenty pieces by 
Muir which focus that vision on various animals. 
These are particular gems of mindfulness. Moun-
tain sheep, in the free wilderness: 
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After crossing the river, the dauntless 
climbers, Jed by their chief, at once 
began to scale the canon wall; now 
right, now left, in long single file, leap-
ing in succession from cliff to cliff; now 
ascending slippery dome-curves; now 
walking the edges of precipices, stop-
ping at times to gaze down at me from 
some flat-topped rock, with heads held 
aslant, as if curious to find out whether 
I was about to follow. 
A work horse his father had driven to a fatal 
pneumonia: 
She tried to follow us children, so long 
her friends and workmates and 
playmates. It was awfully touching. She 
had several hemorrhages, and in the 
forenoon of her last day, after she had 
had one of her dreadful spells of 
bleeding and gasping for breath, she 
came to me trembling, with beseeching, 
heart-breaking looks, and after I had 
bathed her head and tried to soothe and 
pet her, she Jay down and gasped and 
died. 
Editor Mighetto has made a good selection 
here, and her introductory essay is a real con-
tribution, showing clearly that Muir was not a 
sentimentalist and that he held ecologically and 
spiritually sophisticated views on animals, par-
ticularly predators, that were well in advance of 
his time - and perhaps ours. His sense of the 
inherent rights of animals showed the maturity 
of his ecological vision. Where some others, 
Aldo Leopold for example, labored for decades 
under a dualistic and anthropocentric outlook 
despite the nominally liberative influence of 
evolutionary theory and ecology, Muir's ethic 
was immediate and sure. 
Thomas J. Lyon 
Thomas J. Lyon is Associate Professor of English at 
Utah State University. He is completing a history of 
American nature writing. 
ENDANGERED RIVERS AND THE CONSERVATION MOVEM~NT. ~y Tim Palmer. 
(Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1986. xv + 318 pp., dlus., mdex. $24.95) 
Tim Palmer, the author of three other books 
on American rivers, has now written an invalu-
able overview of the entire river protection 
movement. He correctly points out that free-
flowing water is one of the most endangered 
"species" of geography in the forty-eight states. 
More than 50,000 large dams and an unbeliev-
able 1.8 million small ones control the nation's 
rivers and streams. Like clearing the land, the 
pioneer mind understood damming rivers as a 
symbol of progress. Indeed this was the case for 
most of American history. Palmer's major con-
cern is why this attitude changed and with what 
results. His conclusion is that changing ideas and 
recreational tastes, along with the operation of 
the scarcity theory of value, caused many 
Americans to prize wild rivers more than acre-
feet, kilowatt-hours and slackwater boating on 
reservoirs. 
Understandably Palmer has to pick and choose 
his stories of rivers lost and rivers saved. But 
all the major battles are here from the seminal 
fight of 1906-1913 over the Tuolumne's Hetch 
Hetchy Valley in Yosemite National Park, 
through the struggle to keep part of the Colorado 
River system undammed, and on to recent chal-
lenges to "pork barrel" water projects. Although 
Palmer is hardly objective (his sympathies clearly 
lie with river defenders), his book is highly 
useful as a source of data for writers and teachers 
of American environmental history. One appen-
dix describes the most important ongoing river 
controversies and another lists the rivers pro-
tected in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System. Forty fine color photographs illustrate 
what is at stake in river preservation. 
As a specialist on California and Pennsylvania 
rivers, Palmer can perhaps be forgiven the few 
errors that creep into his account of the Col-
orado. Hoover Dam was built in 1935 (not 1941) 
and Bright Angel Creek is only relatively (148 
river miles) near the site of the proposed Bridge 
Canyon Dam. But caveats aside, this is an im-
pressive book that will delight and enco.urage 
those who are concerned with the protectiOn of 
a basic component of the American environment. 
Roderick Nash 
Professor of History at University of California, San-
ta Barbara, Roderick Nash is the author of Wilderness 
and the American Mind (1982) . He is interested in 
western rivers and water policy and is currently work-
ing on a history of environment ethics. 
VOLUME XXXI NUMBER 1 79 
PROPHETIC WORLDS: INDIANS AND WHITES ON THE COLUMBIA PLATEAU. By 
Christopher L. Miller. (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1985. x + 174 pp., 
maps, notes, biblio., index. $27) 
The book under review is an ethnohistorical 
interpretation of the well-documented confron-
tation between Prostestant missionaries and 
native Americans on the Columbia Plateau in the 
mid-nineteenth century. Christopher L. Miller 
writes Indian, not white, intellectual history. 
The Columbia Plateau tribal culture, simple 
in its early development, was, by the 1790s, 
under a great deal of stress . Climatic changes, 
the arrival of horses, guns, and new strains of 
Caucasian diseases took their toll on the 
Flatheads, Nez Perce, Kutenais, Coeur d' Alenes, 
Yakimas and a host of lesser tribes. This tension 
triggered the arrival of a Prophet Cult among the 
Indians. Simultaneously, white society was 
undergoing its own Great Revival. When a dele-
gation of Flatheads and Nez Perces reached St. 
Louis in 1831 and asked for white missionaries , 
Protestant denominations responded immediately 
and the two cultures, each in a transitional era, 
met on the Columbia Plateau of the Pacific 
Northwest. 
It is Professor Miller's contention that the 
revitalization movements of both cultures seem-
ed, initially, to share a compatible spiritual vi-
sion of millennium. But each side also had ex-
pectations that the other side could not fulfill. 
Eventually, all of the frustrations between the 
two cultures compounded themselves into a final 
act of violence at the Whitman Mission in 184 7 . 
Indian-white relations on the Plateau ruptured 
beyond repair. Henceforth, each group, Plateau 
tribesmen and Protestant missionaries, would 
work toward their religious destiny in isolation. 
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If Professor Miller's thesis is stimulating, it 
is because there is abundant ethnological source 
material available on the Plateau tribes. On the 
other hand, his arguments are somewhat weaken . 
ed by his lack of diligence in consulting author-
itative historical sources on the missionaries. The 
literature on the Whitman Massacre, for exam-
ple, is voluminous, to say the least, yet the 
sources footnoted for that chapter are sparse, at 
best. 
The strength of this book, therefore , lies in its 
ethnointellectual historical method , and its 
weakness is in its bibliography. Miller warns his 
readers in the introduction that his presentation 
is not' 'an exhaustive work of original research, " 
but is, rather, interpretive, and "corrective to 
the one-sided and idealized literature that has 
predominated" in the past (p . 6). The length of 
the book (Miller's 1981 doctoral dissertation con-
tained 436 page~, but this book is limited to 174 
pages) and the methodology of Miller 's argument 
suggests that this is an extended "think-piece" 
essay. And to that end it is recommended by this 
reviewer. 
Robert C. Carriker 
Robert C. Carriker is Professor of History at Gon-
zaga University, Spokane, Washington. His most re-
cent publication is a microfilm edition of The Pacific 
Northwest Tribes Missions Collection of the Oregon 
Province Archives of the Society of Jesus, 1853-1960 
(published by Scholarly Resources, Inc.). 
FARMING THE FRONTIER: THE AGRICULTURAL OPENING OF THE OREGON COUN-
TRY, 1786-1846. By James R. Gibson. (Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 1986. 
278 pp., illus., biblio, notes, index. $25) 
Farming in the Oregon Country began with the 
Pacific Fur Company at Fort Astoria. The North-
west Fur Company continued the practice, but 
the real impetus came from Sir George Simp-
son, the Governor of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany. Simpson knew that the fur trading posts 
in the Pacific Northwest needed to be self-
supporting in food stuffs and livestock and he 
provided the leadership for the establishment of 
fields and herds at the Hudson's Bay Company 
posts in present-day Oregon, Washington, Idaho 
and British Columbia. The missionaries arriv-
ing from the United States planted crops and 
developed livestock herds, especially in the 
Willamette Valley. The Hudson's Bay Company 
also established the Puget's Sound Agricultural 
Company to raise crops and livestock to supply 
the HBC posts and sell its surplus to the Russian-
American Company. By the time of American 
acquisition of the southern po~ion of the Oregon 
Country, agriculture was well established and the 
early settlers had learned a good deal about what 
worked in the soils of the Oregon County. 
James Gibson has pored through primary 
sources, garnering information and statistics 
about the early efforts at farming and grazing. 
In particular, he has mined the HBC records for 
figures on production and amount of acreage in 
production. The tables illustrating the text are 
impressive . There is no question, based on the 
tables , that the HBC was deeply involved in 
farming and grazing, especially at Fort Van-
couver, from 1825 onward. Too often we think 
of the 1820-1846 period in the Oregon Country 
as a period of fur trading and exploitation of 
animal resources only. Gibson shows that it was 
also a period of exploitation of the soils and 
grasses, laying the basis for the farming fron-
tier which followed in the 1840s as more and 
more American settlers entered the area. 
The discussion of the missionaries and their 
attempts at farming is very interesting, as Gib-
son details especially the work of the Whitmans 
and the Spaldings. Even the Catholic mission-
aries in Eastern Washington and Idaho promoted 
farming to encourage the Indians to leave their 
nomadic lives. The production of foodstuffs was 
also essential to provide nourishing foods for all 
the missionaries . 
One problem with the discussion of livestock 
is that the author is not really clear about what 
kind of livestock he is considering. Nor is he 
clear about their origins. On page 33 he states 
that livestock was imported from California, and 
then on page 40 he writes that the cattle herd at 
Fort Vancouver originated from cattle brought 
from Fort George with some purchases from 
Willamette settlers. Several times a paragraph 
on livestock is almost solely devoted to cattle 
with a sentence at the end about sheep or pigs . 
Perhaps the sources do not provide enough in-
formation to be more specific or give clearer 
interpretations. More concise information on 
livestock would have improved the book. 
Over all, Farming the Frontier is well done 
in terms of research, writing, illustrations and 
tables. It fills a gap in our knowledge of the 
Oregon Country during the years before the 
American title was confirmed. 
Jo Tice Bloom 
Jo Tice Bloom, a specialist in the history of the 
American frontier, teaches at California State Univer-
sity, Sacramento and Sierra College. Her research in-
terests include territorial hist01y and agriculture. 
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THE AMERICAN NORTHWEST: A lllSTORY OF OREGON AND WASillNGTON. By Gor-
don B. Dodds. (Arlington Heights, IL: The Forum Press, INC., 1986. ix + 359 pp., illus., 
index. $27 .95) 
This volume fills the need for a new historical 
overview of the Pacific Northwest. The long out-
of-date Empire of the Columbia by Dorothy 0. 
Johansen and Charles M. Gates is ably replaced 
by The American Northwest, a volume both 
readable for students and useful for the general 
public. 
Gordon Dodds, professor of American history 
at Portland State University and author of the 
bicentennial history of Oregon, has expanded his 
geographical scope and cast a long view across 
two centuries of regional history. Dodds both 
describes and interprets. "The ease of making 
a life in the Pacific Northwest- the absence of 
severe class or cultural or economic or environ-
mental conflict," he has written, "has made for 
a pleasant, undemanding life for most residents'' 
(p. 352). Whether this ease has meant "decent 
conservativism," satisfaction, or "contented 
mediocrity" are all concerns in this study. 
Appropriately this volume opens with ''The 
First Northwesterners" and provides an initial 
perspective on nearly 15,000 years of prehistory. 
In the seventeen chapters which follow, Dodds 
addresses a variety of themes. These include ex-
ploration, the fur trade, missionaries, settlement, 
and institutional development. Political history 
is a particular focus in this volume and chapters 
nine and ten explore that subject in detail. While 
concerned with activities such as reforms, labor 
movements, populism, and progressivism, 
Dodds links these events to the national trends, 
both in terms of response as well as in the ways 
the Pacific Northwest influences larger events. 
Dodds has worked hard to cover the trials and 
contributions of Indians, Chinese, Japanese, 
Blacks, Jews, and women in the course of Pacific 
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Northwest development. He has identified reg-
ional styles in architecture, literary strivings and 
shortcomings, the roles of bigotry and intoler-
ance, and responses in the Pacific Northwest to 
cycles in the American economy. 
Perhaps least developed is the assessment of 
the important role of the federal government in 
the region. Owning and managing 51 % of the 
lands in Oregon as well as large acreages in 
Washington, the Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management and other federal agencies have 
played and continue to play key roles. Neither 
the Forest Service nor the BLM is mentioned in 
this volume nor included in the index. In spite 
of this oversight, this book is well written, il-
lustrated, and printed . Above all it challenges its 
readers to think, and includes ''Suggestions for 
Reading" at the end of each chapter. 
Dodds poses provocative questions for his 
readers. He concludes, for example, by address-
ing the "tragedy of the lack of tragedy" in the 
lives of the great majority of the residents of the 
Pacific Northwest . He leaves for pondering the 
reflection that the undemanding past in this 
region may well have left its residents ''un-
prepared for the adversities that lie ahead.'' The 
congenial mix of fact and interpretation stimulate 
the reader to weigh and assess . 
Stephen Dow Beckham 
The reviewer is a professor of history at Lewis and 
Clark College. Author of Land of the Umpqua: A 
History of Douglas County , Oregon (1986) , he is cur-
rently working on Indian-white relations in the Pacific 
Northwest. 
CATTLE IN THE COLD DESERT. By James A. Young and B. Abbott Sparks. (Logan, UT: 
Utah State University Press, 1985. 255 pp. , illus., notes, index. $27.50) 
The Utah State University Press is to be con-
gratulated for publishing one of the more impor-
tant volumes regarding the history of the cattle 
industry and its impact upon the environment in 
the Great Basin during the last half of the nine-
teenth century. The book is the collaboration of 
a devoted research scientist in the field of range 
management, who supplied the framework of 
scientific data, and a publisher whose superb 
writing abilities give life to this excellent text. 
Following a prologue, which tells the story of 
the firestorms that destroyed several hundred 
thousand acres of northern Nevada range land 
in 1964, the text is divided into four major areas . 
The first, entitled ''The Open Land, '' tells the 
story of the pristine environment before domestic 
livestock was introduced into the Great Basin. 
The land consisted of a series of sagebrush-
perennial bunchgrass communities. The trappers, 
government surveyors, Mormons, California-
Humboldt River route, miners, and Central 
Pacific Railroad had a part in bringing Texas and 
California cattle into the Great Basin. Men such 
as Peter Haws, Bill Downing, and Colonel J. B. 
Moore played important roles during the decade 
of the 1850s and 1860s in establishing the first 
small ranches. However, it was Jasper Harrell 
in 1870 who introduced ranching in the gigantic 
proportions which came to symbolize Nevada's 
ranching. Also described is the story of the Texas 
Longhorns and the men who drove them to the 
Great Basin, most notably John Sparks, who 
dominated ranching activities within the state into 
the twentieth century. 
The second area of the book, entitled ''The 
Land Acquired, '' commencing with ''Buy , Beg, 
or Steal a Ranch," suggests the methods in which 
land was obtained to provide acreage needed to 
sustain thousands of cattle. Most ranches were 
established either on public domain or land pur-
chased from the state. Over one half of the deed-
ed lands in Nevada was obtained through pur-
chase of state school lands. After 1880, the Cen-
tral Pacific Railroad sold thousands of acres of 
land acquired from the Federal Government. 
This section describes the partnership between 
cattle kings, John Sparks and John Tinnin, and 
explores the political climate toward ranching, 
California's demands for Nevada beef, cattle 
rustling, and Spanish contributions to the life and 
techniques of Nevada ranching. The devastating 
winter of 1889-1890 is recounted, leading to the 
conclusion that winter feeding would be required 
on the sagebrush ranges of the high intermoun-
tain area. Hay was the answer and irrigation was 
the means . 
The third area, "The Land in Transition," 
deals with haymaking as the focal point of live-
stock production in the Great Basin. Hay pro-
duction converted the range livestock industry 
from an "extensive enterprise with minimum 
labor to a labor-intensive enterprise.'' The nine-
teenth century ranch turned into a self-contained 
''micro-community.'' 
The fourth section, " The Land Answers," 
describes the passing of the Old Guard as a time 
of change on the open range. The turn of the cen-
tury marked a watershed between the turbulent 
years of range exploitation and the twentieth-
century with its drought, depression, and war. 
The exploitation had revealed severe limitations 
of the sagebrush-grassland environment. 
The numerous photos throughout the book pro-
vide considerable insight, but the maps located 
on the endsheets, though excellent, are not ade-
quate . The average reader also may not under-
stand some of the terminology associated with 
range management. Unfortunately, the volume's 
lack of a strong concluding statement leaves the 
overall thesis somewhat elusive. 
These minor criticisms in no way detract from 
the quality of this excellent publication. Both 
authors and publisher have provided a superb 
narrative of the history and peculiar problems 
of the Intermountain West. 
Fred R. Gowans 
The reviewer, a professor of history at Brigham Young 
University, is the author a/Mountain Man and Grizzly 
(1986). He has long been interested in the fur trade 
and is now working on a study of Andrew Henry. 
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HUNTING AND TRADING ON THE GREAT PLAINS, 1859-1875. By James R. Mead. (Nor-
man, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986. xx + 257 pp., illus., maps, biblio., index. $22.95) 
As James R. Mead (1836-1910) entered the 
concluding years of his adventure-filled life, he 
became "acutely aware . .. that he had been part 
of something that was gone forever'', which 
compelled him to recount his role in wilderness 
transformation. He dictated a manuscript, 
''Reminiscences of Frontier Life,'' which dom-
inates "the core" of this book and provides "its 
structure. " Descendants collected Mead's letters 
and published articles and fused salient portions 
with the "Reminiscences" manuscript. 
Thus we are informed that Mead, born inVer-
mont, moved with his family to Iowa in 1839. 
He received a quality education for the times, 
including several years in college where he 
studied algebra, Latin, geography, composition, 
and declamation. In 1859 at the age of23 he ven-
tured to the prairies of central Kansas Territory 
to hunt buffalo. Shortly afterward he establish-
ed a station at Salina, trading with Indian hunters 
for hides and furs which he marketed at Leaven-
worth. 
Mead related that he shunned the turmoil of 
territorial politics and the Kansas-Missouri 
border strife, but was caught up in the Civil War 
when a Confederate cavalry column raided the 
Salina settlement in 1862 and held Mead prisoner 
briefly. Later, saturation hunting on the prairies 
of central Kansas during the early postbellum 
period virtually exterminated buffalo and other 
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hide and fur-bearing animals, forcing Mead to 
seek a fresh hunting-trading territory. He relates 
that he chose Pond Creek, a watering point in 
northern Indian Territory in the Cherokee Outlet. 
His post was adjacent to a trader's trace, the 
Chisholm Trail, soon to become the great cattle 
highway connecting Texas ranches with Kansas 
cowtowns. 
Mead's memoir plots the change in the cen-
tral Kansas frontier environment with the arrival 
of farmers, the rise of towns and approaching 
railroads, and the change in frontiersmen's func-
tions. Mead as a prototype shifted roles from 
hunter trader to town developer at Wichita. 
There he engaged in banking, real estate specula-
tion, and railroad promotion, although he con-
tinued his trading venture in Indian Territory, 
particularly during the short-lived buffalo-hide 
hunters bonanza of the 1870s. And he was unable 
to avoid the lure of investment in mining schemes 
in Colorado and other western states and 
territories. 
Tasteful editorial selection of graphics in-
creases the instructive value of Hunting and 
Trading . The several maps merit special praise ; 
the reader is aware of every change of Mead' s 
venturing over the Kansas prairies, and the 
overlay on each map of the Kansas outline 
enhances cartographic value. 
One of the most touching features of Mead 's 
memoir is evidence of his deviating a bit from 
the near universal callousness of the exploitative 
frontiersman. While he clearly enjoyed his wild-
erness adventures and prospered from years of 
exploiting its bounty, he admitted a sense of guilt 
at being a part of the destructive process and ex-
pressed nostalgia for a restored nature - ''The 
beautiful clear water of [the Saline] had, from 
constant washing of the cultivated lands and 
numerous pens of cattle and hogs along its banks, 
become very much like a sewer.'' 
Arrell Morgan Gibson 
The reviewer is completing a study of the Pacific Basin 
frontier. Professor of History at the University of 
Oklahoma, he is the author of Santa Fe and Taos Col-
onies: Age of the Muses, 1900-1942 (1984). 
CLOSING THE FRONTIER: RADICAL RESPONSE IN OKLAHOMA, 1889-1923. By John 
Thompson. (Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986. 262 pp., illus., notes, biblio., 
index. $18.95) 
Difficult to characterize, this book deals main-
ly with the rise and fall of radical political 
ideology and the course of radical politics in 
Oklahoma from the beginning of its territorial 
period to the post-World War I era of conserva-
tive ascendancy. To explain Oklahoma radical-
ism, the author blends geographical and cultural 
description with a body of grand generalizations 
about the effects of the frontier movement upon 
the lives and mentality of Oklahoma's people. 
The mode of explanation relies heavily on asser-
tion and theorizing, since John Thompson has 
not undertaken detailed documentary research or 
the type of prosopographical and statistical in-
vestigation that would allow him to identify with 
precision the social and cultural components of 
the political behavior he discusses. Instead, as 
he explains in a lengthy footnote to the preface, 
he has chosen ''the interpretive path,'' asking 
the reader to accept a series of rather airy 
theoretical contentions about the content and 
meaning of political radicalism in Oklahoma. 
Professor Thompson classifies Oklahoma 
Populism in the 1890s as a frontier movement, 
socialism between 1900 and 1910 as "the 
ideology of the shrinking frontier,'' and the 
"neopopulism" that appeared during and after 
World War I as a radical postfrontier ideology. 
These labels serve as almost Hegelian categories 
to carry the burden of the author's analysis. 
Primary research is limited principally to a selec-
tion of rural newspapers and farm journals that 
supply information and anecdotal observations. 
Although Professor Thompson's work reflects 
an admiring appreciation of such key radical 
organizers and publicists as Oscar Ameringer 
and Victor Harlow, he provides little informa-
tion about the careers of these men or the back-
ground influences that shaped their radical com-
mitments. 
Professor Thompson is a native Oklahoman, 
as he declares in the first sentence of his preface, 
who has felt a need to understand contradictory 
elements within the culture of his home state. He 
completed a first version of this work as a 1981 
Ph.D. dissertation at Rutgers University, term-
ing it "a case study designed to test various 
theories on the American frontier experience as 
well as the debate over the failure of socialism 
in America." The case study, he candidly states, 
was not very successful. His continued preoccu-
pation with so-called frontier theories, a vague-
ly defined body of social and economic thought 
that is intellectually prescriptive rather than 
historically descriptive, impairs this revised 
version. 
Recent book-length studies by Danney Goble 
and James Scales offer a standard account of 
Oklahoma's early political history. Professor 
Thompson's work adds in small ways to the ex-
plication of the radical strain that runs through 
early Oklahoma politics, although his theoretical 
formulation in the end obscures more than it il-
luminates. Perhaps the author will expand his 
research to give a more definitive treatment of 
this interesting, complex subject in a future 
study. In the process he may also find reason to 
explore the affinities between radicalism in his 
native state and other western areas. 
Kenneth N. Owens 
The reviewer is a professor of hist01y at California 
State University, Sacramento. He has published a 
historiographical examination of pioneer government 
and politics in Michael P. Malone, ed., Historians and 
the American West (1983) and a chapter on the preser-
vation and management of California's historic 
resources in Michael G. Schene and Ronald W. 
Johnson, Cultural Resources Management (1986). 
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PLANTATION LIFE IN TEXAS. By Elizabeth Silverthorn. (College Station, TX: Texas A 
& M University Press, 1986. 256 pp., illus., biblio., index. $22.50) 
With this book Texas A & M University Press 
launches its new Texas Life Series. Written in 
straightforward prose, richly illustrated, and 
handsomely produced, this initial offering should 
prove popular with its target audience - the 
general public. Scholars will find nothing new 
here (and no interpretation), but will be impress-
ed with the wide-ranging bibliography , the bal-
anced treatment, and footnotes located at the bot-
tom of the page. 
The author correctly observes that antebellum 
planters, though their time on stage was brief, 
"owned a disproportionate amount of the best 
land in Texas, and they had an influence on 
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Texas affairs out of proportion to their num-
bers.'' The most famous of these plantations 
were concentrated in Brazoria County, where the 
author grew up. One of her previous books was 
a biography of Ashbel Smith, whose celebrated 
Evergreen plantation was located at the end of 
what is now Farm-to-Market Road 562 in 
Chambers County . She writes well with obvious 
enthusiasm about these and other plantations that 
once existed in the eastern one-third of Texas. 
Hastening past the sentimentality of the brief 
preface, the author compresses much history into 
disconcerting generalizations until reaching the 
crux of her book. At this point almost no aspect 
of plantation life and its daily rituals appear to 
have been overlooked. Because of the broad-
stroke approach - the aim of dealing with plan-
tation life in general - personalities do not 
emerge to any great extent. For this kind of feel 
one must turn to accounts of specific plantations, 
which are duly cited in the fine bibliography . 
The author leaves unclear whether Texas 
planters exactly replicated the lifestyles of their 
previous Old South habitats . If not, what modifi-
cations were dictated by the new environment? 
Also omitted is any discussion of relationships 
between the planters and their neighbors, the 
village dwellers and small farmers. One regrets 
that the author did not more specifically locate 
the plantations about which she writes. More ir-
ritating is the wholly inadequate index. Never-
theless, it is enjoyable and recommended. 
AI Lowman 
AI Lowman, University of Texas Institute of Texan 
Cultures, is the author of Printing Arts in Texas, 
(1975) . He is interested in books about books and 
pioneer chronicles of the Southwest. 
JUAN RODRIGUEZ CABRILLO. By Harry Kelsey. (San Marino, CA: Huntington Library, 
1986. 261 pp., illus., biblio., index. $25) 
For many years this reviewer has been cover-
ing the story of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo in his 
history courses and lectures by simply stating that 
he was a native of Portugal and arrived in 
documentary history with Narvaez' attempt to 
arrest the "rebel" Cortes and return him to Cuba 
in 1520. Our information was based in the main 
on Antonio Herrera's Historia General, which 
includes without source reference the statement 
that Cabrillo was a native of Portugal. 
That statement was accepted by most until 
Henry Wagner and General Holmes seriously 
questioned it, and Michael Mathes almost prov-
ed that it was not true. Similarly, there has been 
much confusion in the history of the exploits of 
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo. Much new light was 
shed by General Holmes in his From New Spain 
to the Californias, especially adding materials 
from the Archivo General de lndias in Spain. 
Yet, Harry Kelsey, Curator of History at the 
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles Coun-
ty, disturbed by the gaps, confusing data, and 
errors in the life of the discoverer of Upper 
California, began a thorough examination of all 
the sources, both old and new, archival, primary 
and secondary, and has come up with what is as 
near a definitive biography as possible. He has 
searched widely in the archives of England, the 
Netherlands, Spain, Portugal, Mexico, Guate-
mala , and many libraries in the United States . 
He has supplied all that is known about Cabrillo' s 
early life, his background and activity as a 
navigator, his achievements in the conquest of 
Cuba, the Cartesian Conquest of Mexico, and 
Alvarado 's Conquest of Guatemala. Kelsey has 
carefully re-checked all published materials and 
documents, corrected many small facts and er-
rors , giving good "circumstantial" evidence that 
would be accepted by any jury of qualified 
historians: that Cabrillo was NOT Portuguese. 
In seven chapters, including notes and 
references, Kelsey has done an excellent job on 
the details of Cabrillo's life . These are followed 
by Chapter eight, which is in effect a biblio-
graphical essay on writings about Cabrillo. In 
addition to all this, Kelsey has included twenty-
eight well chosen illustrations, a full bibliog-
raphy, an index and a glossary. 
In separate chapters the author follows close-
ly the voyage of Cabrillo and his discoveries in 
Lower and Upper California, with reference to 
modern locations. However, Kelsey's purpose 
is to provide the public with a scholarly, 
readable, reliable and well balanced biography 
of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo. He has succeeded. 
He has given us an extended account of 
Cabrillo's background as a skilled crossbowman, 
mariner, soldier , shipbuilder and entrepreneur, 
who came to the New World as a young boy, 
perhaps as early as 1510, when he became a 
close friend of Panfilo de Narvaez and served 
with him in the conquest of Cuba. Finally, 
Kelsey has added much to the later history of the 
Cabrillos in Guatemala, and the struggles over 
the estate of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo. Despite 
all, there still remain gaps and some confusion 
in the facts of Cabrillo's life. 
Harry Kelsey 's Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo is in-
dispensable today to readers and scholars in the 
History of Colonial New Spain and California. 
It is an outstanding product of the Huntington 
Library. It is certainly a major contribution to 
Spanish Californiana. 
A. P. Nasatir 
Abraham Nasatir, Research Professor of History, 
Emeritus, at San Diego State University, has written 
a number of works on the French and Spanish in the 
American West. He is now working on studies of the 
British on the Pacific coast and Anglo-Spanish rivalry 
on the upper Mississippi . 
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KEEPER OF CONCENTRATION CAMPS: DILLON S. MYER AND AMERICAN RACISM. 
By Richard Drinnon. (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1987. xxvii + 339 pp., 
illus., notes, index. $24.95) 
If anyone reads this volume expecting an ob-
jective appraisal of the life and work of Dillon 
S. Myer, Director of the War Relocation 
Authority (WRA) from 1942 to 1946, and Com-
missioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs from 
1950 to 1953, he or she will be sadly disap-
pointed. 
Briefly summarized, Myer is pictured in this 
book as an insensitive, unreflective, largely unin-
formed and paternalistic racist who was respon-
sible for most of the cruelties and invasions of 
constitutional rights that were visited upon the 
Japanese-Americans during World War II, and 
upon the American Indians in the course of his 
Commissionership. Although the book gives ex-
tensive evidence of energetic research, what 
emerges is a highly selected body of facts, half-
truths, twisted interpretations, sneering insinua-
tions, and glaring omissions, carefully fashion-
ed to support the pre-conceived thesis of the 
author. 
The biased nature of the book is to be seen in 
its very title. Rather than being a "Keeper" (or 
"chief jailer" as he is referred to in several 
places) of the camps and reservations, Myer's 
administration in both instances was directed to 
their early closing and the release of their 
residents to the free world. Peculiarly, Myer's 
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efforts in these regards are as nastily attacked 
as are his alleged efforts to ''keep'' the residents 
under confinement. But "Keeper"- an appella-
tion which the author uses with some frequency 
-apparently serves his pejorative purposes bet-
ter than the term "Liberator." 
With respect to the "racist" charge, there is 
no question that both programs were freighted 
with racist dimensions, but these were hardly in-
troduced by Myer. His chief offense, it would 
appear , was that he consented to assume the ad-
ministrative leadership of these programs -
hence administrative responsibility for the 
various kinds of situations that arose and for the 
actions taken to cope with them. Quite early the 
author clearly reveals his thorough dislike of all 
"bureaucrats" and especially "Washington 
bureaucrats,'' and he is therefore predisposed to 
be critical of Myer as an "administrator." 
It is virtually impossible within the limited 
scope of this review to respond factually to all 
the instances of bias that are introduced in this 
volume, but let us look at one example. Shortly 
after the issuance of Executive Order 9066 and 
General DeWitt's Civilian Exclusion Orders in 
early 1942, these orders were challenged in the 
courts by Fred Korematsu and Mitsue Endo, the 
former with respect to the right of the military 
to exclude the Japanese-Americans from the west 
coast, and the latter having to do with the right 
of the WRA to detain the excludees in the centers 
without charges or trial. As long as those orders 
were not rescinded by their originating authori-
ties, or overturned by court action, the WRA had 
no power other than to work within their limits. 
On December 18, 1944, approximately 30 
months after the cases had started their way 
through the court system, the Supreme Court rul-
ed unanimously in the Endo case that the deten-
tion of the citizen evacuees was unconstitutional, 
an action that was preceded by one day by the 
lifting of the military exclusion orders. What was 
our author's treatment of these events? 
[These actions] came as no surprise to 
the director, for he had good reason to 
believe that he had been trampling on 
the rights and invading the privacy of 
"citizen evacuees. " 
Was the director repentant or at least 
apologetic about the years of detention 
and conditional release? Not a bit of it . 
The noble end justified the illegal 
means. (60-61, emphasis added) 
Since the "means" had only then been 
established as "illegal," and that prior to that 
time the director possessed no power whatsoever 
on his own to end the detention, or cease 
"trampling on the rights" of the evacuees, what 
need was there for the director to be "repentant" 
or "apologetic?" He had been doing no more 
than had been required of him by the highest civil 
and military authorities in the United States and 
at a time when the country was operating under 
war conditions. It is this kind of snide and 
"below-the-belt" comment that runs throughout 
the book. 
Dillon Myer does not deserve this type of treat-
ment. This is not to say he made no mistakes in 
the course of his work, but he in no way merits 
the endless series of inaccurate, patronizing, and 
gratuitously sarcastic allusions to him and his 
work that characterize the author's rhetoric. 
Harold S. Jacoby 
The reviewer is Professor of Sociology, Emeritus, 
University of the Pacific. He served as an adminis-
trator for the War Relocation Authority, 1942-1944, 
and the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Ad-
ministration, 1944-1946. In the mid-1950s he was 
Visiting Professor of Sociology at Yamaguchi Univer-
sity, Yamaguchi , Japan. 
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NOTHING LEFT IN MY HANDS: AN EARLY JAPANESE AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN 
CALIFORNIA'S PAJARO VALLEY. By Kazuko Nakane. (Seattle, WA: Young Pine Press, 
1985. v + 110 pp., maps, biblio. $9.95) 
JAPANESE AMERICANS: FROM RELOCATION TO REDRESS. Edited by Roger Daniels, 
Sandra C. Taylor, and Harry H. L. Kitano. (Salt Lake City, UT: University of Utah Press, 
1986. 320 pp., illus., notes. $24.95) 
MANZANAR MARTYR: AN INTERVIEW WITH HARRY Y. UENO. By Sue K. Embrey, 
Arthur A. Hansen and Betty Mitson. (Fullerton, CA: California State Fullerton University 
Press, 1986. $13.95) 
These three very different works expand our 
understanding of the Japanese experience in 
America beyond the oft-repeated superficial 
surveys of World War ll incarceration to specific 
dimensions and individuals comprising distant 
and recent Nikkei (Japanese American) history. 
Kazuko Nakane's Nothing Left in My Hands 
focuses on Issei (first generation) pioneers in the 
fruit-growing Pajaro Valley (near Watsonville, 
south of San Francisco) at the turn of the cen-
tury until their forced removal and dispersal in 
World War ll. Minor stylistic problems not with-
standing, she skillfully exploits numerous inter-
views with surviving Issei, many of whom are 
in their eighties and nineties, to embellish con-
ventional themes such as motives for immigrat-
ing, community organizations, and the chal-
lenges they encountered in an often hostile en-
vironment. Born and educated in Japan, Nakane 
served as a translator for the Watsonville Issei 
Oral History Project. Her fluency in Nihongo 
(Japanese language) and experience in local 
history are reflected in photographs and maps 
from private and public archives, a diverse 
bibliography of English language references and, 
still too rarely seen in works on this subject, 
counterpart sources published in Japan and in 
Nihongo. This slim (less than 100 pages of text) 
volume responds to Roger Daniels' off-repeated 
observation that most authors have treated Nik-
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kei as the anonymous objects, rather than the 
subjects, of history. By identifying Issei as in-
dividuals and allowing them to tell their own 
stories, Nakane's eyewitness accounts comple-
ment Daniels' groundbreaking 1968 study, The 
Politics of Prejudice, The Anti-Japanese Move·· 
ment in California and the Struggle for Japanese 
Exclusion, which is curiously missing in her 
bibliography. 
Roger Daniels reinforces his dominant role in 
the history and historiography of events antece-
dent and subsequent to the Nikkei evacuation and 
incarceration during World War ll with Japanese 
Americans, From Relocation to Redress. Co-
editors Sandra Taylor and Harry Kitano are over-
shadowed by Daniels, whose introductions to 
thematic sections and interpretive statements give 
cohesion to some three dozen articles from a 
diverse array of perspectives and themes. Per-
sonal accounts from Nikkei "insiders" include 
Issei and Nisei memories of uprooting and 
removal to daily life in distant confinement sites. 
Articles describe little known incarceration 
facilities which existed in addition to the ten ma-
jor War Relocation Authority (WRA) camps -
particularly those operated by the Army, and 
others for aliens and alleged troublemakers under 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service. The 
subject's hemisphere-wide dimensions are 
reflected in Canada's incarceration of its 
Japanese population, and how Japanese in 
Panama and Peru were imprisoned in WRA 
camps. Recent federal court reviews of wartime 
Nikkei cases and Personal Justice Denied 
(1982), the publication of the congressional 
Commission on Wartime Relocation and Intern-
ment of Civilians, conclude that the government 
withheld and falsified evidence and refute the 
"military necessity" rationale. These develop-
ments, including the evolution of demands within 
and outside the Nikkei community for various 
forms of ''redress'' and the views of opponents 
of redress, form the final sections of this com-
prehensive update. 
Manzanar Martyr, An Interview with Harry 
Ueno is about the vicissitudinal vexations of 
Harry Ueno, an incarceree in the WRA camp at 
Manzanar, in California's Owens River Valley. 
Ueno is a Kibei (Nisei who spent part of his 
youth in Japan), a characterization which reflects 
tensions between this subgroup and other Nisei 
who perceived Kibei to be pro-Japan and too 
assertive in protesting the evacuation. His role 
in the notorious Manzanar riot in December 
1942, with incarcerees accusing each other of be-
ing collaborators and troublemakers, remains 
controversial. Ueno was an outspoken organizer 
of the Manzanar Mess Hall Workers' Union, in 
contrast to the more docile posture recommend-
ed for evacuees by the accommodationist Japa-
nese American Citizens League whose represen-
tatives worked closely with camp administrators. 
Ueno spent the remainder of the war in various 
special isolation camps and stockades for those 
who were identified as " troublemakers ." Un-
fortunately for all except specialists on the sub-
ject, this volume is little more than a raw tran-
scription of oral interviews, with attached 
sections of photographs, news clippings and 
reproductions of archival materials. The inter-
views are buttressed with numerous footnotes, 
but there is virtually no narrative text. Moreover, 
the format and overall production standards are 
very poor. There is no doubt that Ueno's story 
needs to be told, for his total wartime experience 
reveals a number of ominous dimensions which 
relate to many other incarcerees and require fur-
ther research. This effort, however, is still a col-
lection of notes that needs to be shaped into a 
proper narrative with supporting documentation 
and appendixes in sufficient shape for readers to 
discuss rather than decipher. 
Nadine Ishitani Hata 
Nadine Hata, author with Donald Hata of many 
publications on the Japanese American experience, is 
professor of history at El Camino College. She is a 
fourth generation American of Japanese ancestry. 
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GASPAR DE PORTOLA: EXPLORER AND FOUNDER OF CALIFORNIA. By Fernando 
Boneu, translated and revised by Alan K. Brown. (San Mateo, CA: San Mateo County Historical 
Association, 1983. 404 pp., illus., appendix, notes. $40.47) 
Originally published in Spanish in 1970, this 
work is the first attempt at a biography of the 
first governor of Alta California. The author, a 
native of Portola's home town, in the province 
of Lerida, is a physician who has devoted years 
of research in local, national and ecclesiastical 
archives. Following a brief introduction, and a 
critique of Portola's career with citations to 
documents in Mexican archives prepared by Pro-
fessor Brown, Dr. Boneu provides a well-
documented genealogy of the Portola family 
from 1656 to 1944 when the direct lineage ended. 
The first chapter, based primarily upon ser-
vice records, traces Portola 's career up to his ar-
rival in San Diego. Readers familiar with 
California history prior to 1769 will find little 
new here, and will sometimes question the 
author's knowledge of the field . The long-
discounted idea of Spanish fear of the ''Russian 
threat" in the Pacific as the primary cause for 
occupation of Alta California is overplayed, and 
blaming Sebastian Vizcaino's imaginative 
description of Monterey as the ''direct cause of 
failure" of Portola to discover the bay in 1769 
simply ignores the reasons for the former's 
voyage and the latter's dependence upon a secon-
dary history (Torquemada) and a mariner's guide 
(Cabrera Bueno). Clearly, the locating of the bay 
by Captian Juan Perez in 1770 demonstrates that 
Portola was, what he always purported to be, a 
landlubber. 
Chapter two is a translation of the Costans6 
diary of the Monterey expedition of 1769-1770 
with annotated comparisons of manuscripts in the 
Gilcrease, Biblioteca Nacional Mexico, Museo 
Naval Archivo General de Ia Naci6n Mexico, 
and Archivo General de lndias. What purpose 
such a comparison serves in a translation is dif-
ficult to conceive. This republication of Costan-
s6 (modern translations have appeared by F.J. 
Teggart in 1911 and Ray Brandes in 1970, both 
easily available, and in Spanish by Porrua Turan-
zas in 1959) could have been truly useful had an-
notations been made to modern locations and 
ethnography instead. 
The third chapter which emphasizes the role 
of Portola rather than Serra, is a commentary on 
the first Monterey expedition and brief account 
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of the second expedition and the founding of the 
mission and presidio. A translation of the Ext rae-
to de Noticias (also published by Porrua Turan-
zas in 1962) is included as are some of Portola's 
correspondence. 
The final chapter deals with Portola's career 
after leaving California. Returning in 1773 to a 
brief command in Barcelona, in 1776 he was 
named governor of Puebla de los Angeles in New 
Spain where he was promoted to colonel. Despite 
the far greater importance of this post, very lit-
tle is said of Portola's administration, and 
evidently no attempt was made to use the Puebla 
archives. Returning to Barcelona in 1785, he 
moved in 1786 to a command in Urida where 
he died the same year. 
Appendices containing Portola's journal from 
Santa Maria de los Angeles to Monterey and 
return to San Diego (previously published by 
D.E. Smith and Teggart in 1909) and three let-
ters from California follow the main text. There 
is no bibliography or analytical index. While the 
translation is quite good, the reader will find a 
few difficulties such as the literal translation to 
English of place-names, some of which have 
been retained in Spanish to the present (New 
Year's Point: Point Ario Nuevo; Carpenter-shop: 
Carpinteria) and others which have not been 
translated (for example, Point Reyes). The "rec-
tor" of a mission, and cactus for "thorn trees " 
are also somewhat forced. 
Beyond any doubt, the real contribution of this 
book is in the genealogy and post-California sec-
tions. The work is nicely printed and bound, and 
appropriately illustrated. This is a useful addi-
tion to any collection of Spanish Californiana, 
notwithstanding some of its shortcomings. Hope-
fully, it will give impetus to a more detailed and 
definitive work on the life of Alta California's 
first governor. 
W. Michael Mathes 
Professor of History at the University of San Fran-
cisco , Professor Mathes is a member of the Mexican 
Academy of History and Mexican Order of the Aztec 
Eagle. He is a specialist in the history of the Spanish 
Califomias and author of several books and articles 
in the field. 
Pacific Bookshelf 
Harlan Hague 
ALASKA AND CANADA 
Alaska State Government and Politics (University 
of Alaska Press , Fairbanks, AK. 1987, 357 pp., $17 
paper), edited by Gerald A. McBeath and Thomas A. 
Morehouse, examines what is universal and unique 
about state government and politics in Alaska . The 
book, which contains much history of political devel-
opment in the state, was a collaboration between 
political scientists and historians. 
The crusade of Alexander Tilloch Galt and his son, 
Elliott Torrance Galt, to promote the resources of 
CALIFORNIA 
The Photographs of the Humboldt Bay Region, 
1870-1875 (Peter E. Palmquist, 1183 Union Street, 
Arcata, CA. 1986, 120 pp ., no price, paper), by Peter 
E. Palmquist with Lincoln Kilian, is the third volume 
in this series. The heavily-illustrated book includes a 
chronology of Humboldt Bay, 1870-1875, and news-
paper accounts of photography published in local 
newspapers during the period covered. The latest in 
another series is The California Missions: Bibliography 
(Libra Press Limited, Hong Kong. 1986, no price), 
edited by Msgr. Francis J. Weber. This selection of 
writings about the missions also includes a comment 
on literature about Junipero Serra. 
The Calaveras County Historical Society (Califor-
nia) has compiled and published An Album of the 
Pioneer Schools of Calaveras County (San Andreas, 
CA. 1986, 131 pp., no price). The illustrations are 
western Canada is told in Civilizing the West: The 
Gaits and the Development of Western Canada (Uni-
versity of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, NE. 1987, 395 
pp. $16.95 paper), by A. A. den Otter. Battling com-
petition from the American coal industry and railways 
and British and eastern Canadian reluctance to invest 
in the western Canadian frontier, the Gaits introduc-
ed steamboats, railways, coal mines, irrigation, and 
agricultural settlement to the Canadian Northwest. 
delightful. Appendices list teachers, superintendents 
and other data . The California State Library Founda-
tion (Sacramento, CA) has published two pamphlets 
about Lawrence Clark Powell , well-known man oflet-
ters and books. The first is Growing Up with Lawrence 
Clark Powell (1987, 19 pp ., $3 .95 paper), by Ward 
Ritchie, the other A Good Place to Begin (1987, 12 
pp ., $2.95 paper), by Lawrence Clark Powell. Both 
publications may be purchased from the California 
State Library Foundation. 
Never Come, Never Go! The Story of Nevada Coun-
ty's Narrow Gauge Railroad (Nevada City Publishing 
Company, Nevada City, CA. 1986, 91 pp., $9.95 
paper), edited by Robert M. Wyckoff, tells the story 
of the rail line that began service between Colfax and 
Nevada City in 1876 and ended in the early 1940s. 
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TEXAS 
At Home in Texas: Early Views of the U:md (Texas 
A & M University Press, College Station, TX. 1987, 
164 pp., $17 .95), by Robin W. Doughty, is an ex-
amination of the Texas mystique of the early nineteenth 
century . In this study, using letters and journalistic 
reports , the author analyzes the way early settlers 
became attached to the land and made it their home. 
Don Worcester, in The Texas Longhorn: Relic of 
the Past, Asset for the Future (Texas A & M Univer-
sity Press, College Station, TX. 1987, 112 pp., 
$12.95), describes the origin of the Texas longhorn 
as a hybrid of Spanish cattle from Mexico and the 
EXPLORATION AND TRAVEL 
Volume 3 of the fine University of Nebraska 
publications The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Ex-
pedition (Lincoln, NE. 1987, 544 pp., $40), edited 
by Gary E. Moulton, has just been published. Cover-
ing the period from August 25, 1804 to April6, 1805, 
the volume opens with the expedition passing the 
mouth of the Vermillion River in present-day South 
Dakota . It ends with the two captains' preparations 
for a continuation of their westward journey, follow-
ing a winter at Fort Mandan. 
The Oregon Trail: Yesterday and Today (The Cax-
ENVIRONMENT 
The Yosemite, probably John Muir's best known 
book, has just been reprinted (University of Wiscon-
sin Press, Madison, WI. 1987,284 pp., $32;50 cloth; 
$10.95 paper) . This is Muir's account of the glorious 
wilderness that he fought so hard to protect. The 
foreword is written by Michael P. Cohen. National 
Parks: The American Experience, 2nd ed. (Universi-
ty of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, NE. 1987, 335 pp., 
$23 .95 cloth; $9.95 paper), by Alfred Runte, is the 
author's updating of the original1979 publication. The 
new edition enlarges the discussions of the en-
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English Longhorn brought to Texas by Anglo settlers 
in the early 1800s. Saved from extinction, the longhorn 
has a future as a profitable range animal Worcester 
argues. Under the Texas Sun: Adventures of a Young 
Cowpuncher (Texas A & M University Press, Col-
lege Station, TX. 1987, 112 pp., $12.50) is author 
Anna Manns Dana's narrative of the life of her grand-
father, Malcolm Graham Vernon. The book is based 
on Vernon's diaries, letters, and records and the 
memories of relatives who all remembered him as a 
great storyteller. 
ton Printer, Ltd ., Caldwell, ID. 1987, 179 pp., $9.95 
paper) , by William E. Hill, is a brief sketch of the 
history and location of the Oregon Trail. Comments 
on guidebooks, diaries and artists who painted the trail 
are included. The book is well illustrated and includes 
a useful foldout map. Another author, Martha Allen , 
considers the overland experience in Traveling West: 
19th Century Women on the Overland Routes (Texas 
Western Press, El Paso, TX. 1987, 88 pp., $10 paper) . 
The author took particular care to draw conclusions 
on the reaction of women to the western environment. 
vironmental battles of the 1960s and 1970s and 
assesses their effect on the national parks system, giv-
ing particular attention to the role of James Watt, the 
controversial secretary of the interior. 
A Trace of Desert Waters: The Great Basin Story 
(Howe Brothers, Salt Lake City, UT. 1987, 287 pp., 
$11.95 paper), by Samuel G. Houghton, is a reprint 
of the original 1976 publication. The reprint includes 
a new portfolio of ten color photographs by Philip 
Hyde and a foreword by Jesse D. Jennings . 
ETHNICITY 
The newest addition to the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation's Building Watchers Series is 
America's Architectural Roots: Ethnic Groups That 
Built America (The Preservation Press , Washington, 
D. C. 1987, 193 pp. , $9.95 paper), edited by Dell 
Upton . This is the first book to look at the rich array 
of ethnic architecture in America . It features twenty-
two ethnic groups, tracing settlement patterns and ex-
amining building types and technologies, and it pays 
special attention to problems such as the adaptation 
of Old World building techniques to America's ter-
rain and climate. 
Once Upon an Eskimo Time (Alaska Northwest 
Publishing Company, Edmonds , WN. 1987, 186 pp., 
$7 .95 paper) is author Edna Wilder's absorbing ac-
count of a year of Eskimo life before the arrival of 
white men. The book is based on the life of Wilder's 
grandmother, Nedercook or "Grandma" Minnie 
Tucker, whose life spanned 121 years from 1858 to 
1979. In Indians of Yellowstone Park (University of 
Utah Press, Salt Lake City, UT. 1987, 90 pp., no 
price, paper), Joel C. Janetski chronicles the life of 
the park's first inhabitants . The author has recon-
MEMOIRS 
Emily: The Dimy of a Hard-Working Woman 
(University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, NE. 1987, 
166 pp. , $18.95 cloth; $7.95 paper), by Emily French, 
edited by Janet LeCompte, is the diary kept in the 
1890s by a divorced woman, struggling to make a liv-
ing in Colorado and maintain her family and home. 
This is an unusual look into the life of the working 
poor in the late-nineteenth-century West. The daily 
life of an ordinary family on the Iowa prairie is the 
subject of "This State of Wonders": The Letters of 
an Iowa Frontier Family, I858-I861 (University of 
Iowa Press, Iowa City, lA. 1986, 154 pp., $15.95), 
edited by John Kent Folmar. The letters were written 
by family members in Iowa and the eldest son who 
had been sent to Georgia to work and supplement the 
family income. 
structed human events in Yellowstone from archaeo-
logical evidence and historical sources. California's 
Chumash Indians (John Daniel, Publisher, Santa Bar-
bara, CA. 1986, 80 pp., $5 .95 paper) was written by 
the staff and docents of the Santa Barbara Museum 
of Natural History . Illustrated with drawings and 
reproductions of Chumash rock paintings, the book 
is a concise view of the history, way of life, arts and 
legends of the Chumash people who have lived for 
centuries on the California coast between Malibu and 
San Luis Obispo. 
Chinese America: History and Perspectives 1987 
(Chinese Historical Society of America, San Fran-
cisco, CA. 1987, 187 pp., $10 paper), introduction 
by Ted Wong, is the first of a projected series on the 
Chinese American experience. The scholarly, infor-
mative essays draw heavily on oral evidence. A par-
ticular Chinese community is the subject of The 
History of the Weaverville Joss House and the Chinese 
of Trinity County, California (McDonald Publishing 
Medford , OR. 1986,32 pp., $2.95), by Douglas and 
Gina McDonald. 
Lydia Spencer Lane tells a brighter story of fron-
tier life in I Married a Soldier (University of New 
Mexico Press, Albuquerque, NM . 1987, 197 pp., 
$9.95 paper), introduction by Darlis A. Miller. From 
1854 to 1870, Lane crossed the Great Plains by wagon 
seven times , accompanying her husband, and gave 
birth to and raised three children in the West. A longer 
pilgrimage, also with a happy ending, is Stranger in 
New Mexico: A Doctor's Journey, I95I-1986 (Univer-
sity of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque, NM. 1987, 
240 pp., $22 .50), by Peter Voute. Born in the Nether-
lands, the author brought his family to New Mexico 
in 1951. His narrative is a sensitive account of the 
changes he observed in himself and in the state dur-
ing the following years . 
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SOURCES 
American Diaries: An Annotated Bibliography of 
Published American Diaries and Journals, Vol. 2: 
Diaries Written From I845 to I980 (Gale Research 
Company, Detroit, MI. 1987, 311 pp., $98), edited 
by Laura Arksey, Nancy Pries, and Marcia Reed, lists 
more that 3,250 diaries. This is the second of two 
volumes. Vol. 1, covering diaries from 1492 through 
1844, was published in 1983 . 
Previously published in 1982, The Navajo Atlas: En-
vironments, Resources, Peoples, and History of the 
Dine Bikeyah (The University of Oklahoma Press, 
Norman, OK. 1987, 109 pp., $12.95 paper), by James 
M. Goodman, is a paperback reprint. The Atlas con-
tains forty -eight maps, many graphs and narrative. 
Landmarks of the West: A Guide of Historic Sites 
(University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, NE. 1986, 
309 pp., no price), by Kent Ruth describes and il-
lustrates nearly 150 sites in twenty-one states . The 
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book was first published in 1963 as Great Day in the 
West. 
The California State Library Foundation has 
published two useful reference volumes. Index to Ar·· 
ticles on California Mines in the MINING AND 
SCIENTIFIC PRESS (Sacramento, CA . 1986, 48x 
microfiche, $10) covers articles in the Press from Vol. 
1, 1860, to Vol. 124, March 1922, related to certain 
kinds of mines. The Sutro Library Family Histmy and 
Lacal History Subject Catalogs , 2nd ed . (Sacramen-
to, CA. 1986, 48x microfiche, $60), which includes 
120,000 entries, is an indispensable guide to the col-
lections in the Sutro Library, one of the major 
genealogical reference libraries in the United States. 
It contains the most complete holdings of American 
genealogy and local history on the West Coast, and 
a substantial collection of British local history , 
genealogy and heraldry. 
Announcements 
The SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY has an-
nounced the future publication of a series of original monographs on 
topics relating to the history of the county. For information, contact the 
San Joaquin County Historical Museum, P.O. Box 21, Lodi, CA 95231. 
The SIERRA CLUB BOOKS will be co-publishing children's books 
on nature-related themes in partnership with Little, Brown. This pro-
gram is under the auspices of a Children's Book Division of the Sierra 
Club. To inquire about the program, contact Helen Sweetland, Sierra 
Club Books, 730 Polk St., San Francisco, CA 94109. 
The MISSOURI VALLEY HISTORY CONFERENCE will hold its 
31st annual conference in Omaha, Nebraska, March 10-12, 1988. Pro-
posals must be submitted by.November 15, 1987, to Professor Michael 
L. Tate, Department of History, University of Nebraska at Omaha, 
Omaha, NE 68182. 
The JAMES JEROME HILL REFERENCE LIBRARY announces the 
opening of the Louis W. Hill Papers . Researchers interested in aspects 
of western development, railroads, and particularly the establishment 
of Glacier National Park, will find this to be a major collection. For 
information, write toW. Thomas White, James Jerome Hill Reference 
Library, Fourth and Market Sts., St. Paul, MN 55102. 
The CROCKER ART MUSEUM is sponsoring three different exhibits 
on the American west as portrayed by artists. "The American West 
through the Lens" will be displayed until November 27, and "100 Years 
of California Landscape" will be shown through July, 1988. To obtain 
details, contact the museum at 216 0 St., Sacramento, CA 95814. 

